FORGOTTEN LANGUAGE
By Shel Silverstein


Once I spoke the language of the flowers,

Once I understood each word the caterpillar said

Once I smiled in secret at the gossip of the starlings,

And shared a conversation with the housefly in my bed

Once I heard and answered all the questions o f the crickets,

And joined the crying of each falling dying flake of snow

Once I spoke the language of the flowers......

How did it go?

How did it go?


What is this poem about?  Loss of youthful wonder?

What are the words that help us understand the voice of the speaker. Identify the verbs, nouns  & adjectives.  How do they help us tell us the story? 
What Movement and Voice can we give to these discoveries?

Spoke			Flowers			language 
Understood/said	Word Caterpillar
Smiled	/shared	starlings			secret/gossip				
Shared			conversation/housefly/bed
Heard/Answered	crickets/questions
Joined			snowflakes			crying, dying, falling


How can we show the loss through our voice and movement?

Is there hope? 

If we choose to read it another way with other emphasis does it still have the same tone?
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