The new federal guidance, Eligibility Manual for School Meals – Determining and Verifying Eligibility, was issued August 2012.  For your information the guidance in its entirety can be viewed/printed at http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/guidance/EliMan.pdf. 

 
_____________________________
C. Migrant Education Program
A child is considered categorically eligible if s/he is identified as meeting the definition of migrant in section 1309 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6399) by the State, regional, or local Migrant Education Program (MEP) director or coordinator or the local educational liaison.   
The basic definition of a migrant child for MEP is a child that has moved across school district lines within the last three years, in order to accompany or join a parent or guardian who has moved to seek or obtain temporary or seasonal work in agriculture or fishing. (Note: minors who move with a spouse or by themselves to perform this work may also qualify).  State educational agencies and local MEP staff are responsible for identifying and maintaining supporting documentation as to who is defined as a migrant child.  

MEP Contacts
Most State educational agencies sub-grant MEP funds to local operating agencies (LOAs) to provide program services. These operating agencies are typically school districts; however, in some States, the LOAs may be regional units that administer the MEP in multiple school districts. When a LOA or school district receives MEP funds, a MEP coordinator is usually designated. This may be a Federal program director who administers multiple Federal programs including the MEP. The operating agency or school district identifies and recruits migrant children in their geographic area and maintains a list of eligible migrant children.  
Documentation of MEP Enrollment
LEAs should work directly with their State, regional, or local Migrant Education Program director or coordinator, local migrant or homeless liaison, to identify migrant children and to document their eligibility for free school meals. LEAs must accept documentation that the children are migrant children from the LOA or school district’s MEP coordinator.  
Acceptable documentation for MEP enrollment is:
· Dated list with each child's name; and the signature of the State, regional, or local MEP director, coordinator, or local educational liaison;
· A letter from a migrant education director, coordinator, or liaison provided by a household that confirms that a child currently meets the definition of migrant under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
This documentation is in lieu of free and reduced price meal applications and must be sought, as much as possible, prior to a household completing an application. Once documentation is obtained, the LEA must notify the household as soon as possible about the child’s free meal eligibility. Because documentation of MEP eligibility is acceptable in lieu of a free and reduced price meal application, any application submitted on behalf of the child would be disregarded unless other children are listed on the application in which case, the LEA has to process the application to determine eligibility for the other children listed on the application.  
If the application indicates a child’s status as a migrant, and the household has not contacted the school, the school/LEA should check with the migrant coordinator.
It is particularly important that newly arrived migrant children in the LEA be documented and certified for free meals as promptly as possible. LEAs need to establish procedures with the MEP coordinator to assure prompt notification, especially when a new migrant child is identified.

Transferring Information
To ensure that an eligible Other Source Categorical Eligible child (migrant, runaway, homeless, etc.) continues to receive benefits, LEAs are encouraged to share the child’s free meal eligibility status with the new LEA when a migrant, homeless, or runaway child moves from their jurisdiction if the family knows their new location.  See N. Transferring Eligibility between LEAs, in Part 3 of this manual for additional information
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