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District Data Collection Group
6/4/2014; 10:00 a.m. CDT

1. Introductions
2. Superintendent Pay Act – Sue
Sue gave a brief overview of the Superintendent/ESU Administrator Transparency Pay Act data collection.  The collection is currently open and is due August 1.  Some people are having trouble with the file size being too big, if that is the problem, districts can email their file to Sue and she can condense it and send it back to the district to be submitted.
3. Interim Program Schools and NSSRS Reporting – Jill
Jill’s question was on how districts are handling the data they receive from the Interim Program Schools.  Are districts inputting that data into their SIS or are they manually entering the data into a blank template to submit.  Several districts were inputting the data into their SIS.  Regarding attendance, some districts recorded attendance based on the student being at the Interim all day every day.
4. Homeless and District SISs – Jill
Jill has these questions coming up as we’re working on cross-walking our data to the EdFi data model.  How are the districts capturing the living situation for a homeless student?  NDE is collecting the living situation at the time a student was first identified as homeless and if that changes throughout the year, NDE does not want that changed.  It is what we need for federal reporting.   Some districts were capturing that in their system and keeping the changes in another place.  Some districts were reporting their living situation at the time of reporting which may be different than the first living situation.  Some district that recorded the changes elsewhere may record a different living situation for the student the next school year which was not the first.  
5. Question not on the agenda (Pam/Jill):  Ask districts how they handle Student Grades vs. Report Card Grades vs. Transcript Grades.
It sounds like school districts are reporting Student Grades like they would for Report Cards which is what school districts use for Transcripts.  There is no FINAL grade.
6. Assessment Fact/ACT – Dean
NDE is considering allowing school districts that provide the ACT to all their students to use ACT as a Norm Reference Test in the future.  This would replace the PLAN test.  This is still under consideration but there were a few districts that had a positive response to this possible addition.
7. Vendor / Ed Fi Meeting July 9-10 – Dean
Dean had some slides related to the dashboard project and the possible expansion in the future.  He asked that districts forward to him vendor contacts so they can be invited to learn more about the project and how NE may expand the project and how they can participate.  If a vendor does not participate in this meeting,  they will not be left out, this is just an informational meeting.
8. Systems Study (Focus Groups) – Dean
Dean had some slides about LR 264 and the process NDE will be following to try to get a “lay of the land” from NE school districts.  There will be several opportunities to participate.  There will be a survey sent out to administrators this week.  There will be an option to participate in Focus Groups, please provide nominations for people in the areas of Teaching and Learning; Back Office; and Administrative.  Dean’s slides provided what was included in each of these areas.  There will also be phone interviews.  The plan is to compile the data and present a report by July 31.  He is hoping to develop a 1yr, 3yr and 5yr plan.
9. Data Conference Feedback – Dean
Wishing more districts staff would participate.
Look at the timing, April is a busy month.  Look at Jan/Feb/Mar.
Do more topical adobe connect meetings throughout the year.
Having it earlier in the year gives the district more time to plan.
10. Other items – Question on when Census would be open:  June 23, due July 10.
Positive comments on using Adobe connect.
11. Next meeting in August, tentatively August 6th, conflicts? – Pam 

Please forward any comments, ideas and concerns to Dean.Folkers@nebraska.gov  402-471-4740 or Pam.Tagart@nebraska.gov, 402-471-4735.


