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Score Point 4 

This response demonstrates exemplary analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 

response thoroughly addresses all parts of the task to explain how elephants use their senses to 

communicate. Following the order in the text, the writer analyzes implicit (what if an elephant 

wanted to tell another elephant something but he couldn’t see her? Problem solved.) and explicit 

(it can make a loud trumpet noise with it’s trunk if the elephant senses danger) ideas. The 

response demonstrates thorough understanding of the text and skillfully integrates specific 

evidence from the text.  The response is focused on how “elephants can talk in many unique 

ways” and includes a purposeful introduction, body, and conclusion.  Precise word choice is used 

skillfully to enhance ideas.  Errors in conventions do not interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

Score Point 3 

This response demonstrates effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 

response addresses the task and demonstrates understanding of the text.  Many explicit and a 

few implicit ideas from the text are analyzed. Specific evidence is integrated into the response.  

The evidence is relevant and accurate and supports the analysis. Paraphrases and quotes are 

partially effective in attributing information to the text. The response is focused on how elephants 

communicate with each other and includes a clear introduction and body and a partially effective 

conclusion. Precise word choice and content-specific vocabulary are utilized. Errors in 

conventions seldom interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 

This response demonstrates effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 

response addresses the task and demonstrates understanding of the text.  Explicit (They spread 

messages through sound) and implicit (Elephants mostly talk like we do…Elephants love talking, 

but not by text!) ideas are analyzed. Specific evidence is integrated into the response.  The 

evidence is relevant and accurate and supports the analysis that “elephants communicate in so 

many ways.” Paraphrases and quotes attribute information to the text. The response is focused 

on how elephants communicate in many ways and includes a clear introduction and body and a 

partially effective conclusion. Precise word choice and content-specific vocabulary are utilized. 

Errors in conventions seldom interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

  

Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates partially effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing 

skills. The response partially addresses the task by attempting to describe how “elephants use 

their senses to communicate with each other by doing [body] movements.”  The response 

demonstrates partial understanding of the text and partially analyzes explicit (their 

snorts,thumps,and rumbles show each other how they feel) and implicit (Elephants use their body 

to communicate because they cannot talk and can’t really show facial expressions…elephant talk 

is simular to our talk because everything we say and do means something) ideas from the text. 

Evidence is partially integrated and the evidence provided partially supports the analysis.  The 

response is partially focused and includes a partially effective introduction and body with a clear 

conclusion.  Precise word choice and content-specific vocabulary from the text is occasionally 

utilized.  Errors in conventions seldom interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates partially effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing 

skills. The response addresses some parts of the task and demonstrates partial understanding of 

the text.  The response is primarily a summary of parts of the text, including the chart, in which 

paraphrasing and quoting are used ineffectively.  However, evidence is partially integrated and 

some relevant and accurate details are used to partially support the idea that elephants use their 

senses in many ways to communicate with each other.  The response is partially focused and 

includes a partially effective introduction, body, and conclusion. Errors in conventions may 

interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates partially effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing 

skills. This low 2 response partially addresses the task of explaining how elephants communicate 

with their senses. The response demonstrates partial understanding of the text through restating 

some explicit ideas from the text. Some of the evidence provided is relevant and accurate and 

supports the analysis that elephants use their senses to communicate. The response is partially 

focused and contains a partially effective body and conclusion.  Precise word choice and content-

specific vocabulary from the text are occasionally utilized. Errors in conventions seriously 

interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Score Point 1 

This response demonstrates minimal analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 

response minimally address the task and demonstrates minimal understanding of the text.  

Explicit and implicit ideas are ineffectively analyzed as the response is a restatement of the 

information in the table with the addition of a minimal introduction and conclusion. Evidence is 

minimally integrated and paraphrasing is ineffective. Errors in conventions may interfere with 

meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 

This response demonstrates exemplary analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 

response minimally addresses the task and demonstrates minimal understanding of the text. A 

few explicit and implicit ideas from the text are present in the response, but are ineffectively 

analyzed.  Little evidence is provided and is minimally integrated into the response.  Paraphrases 

and quotes are used ineffectively. The response includes a partially effective introduction and 

conclusion.  Precise word choice is minimally used.  Errors in conventions may interfere with 

meaning. 

 

 

 


