CAREERS IN THERAPEUTIC SERVICES: ASSISTED REPRODUCTION & OBSTETRICS
OUTLINE FOR NOTES

HEALTH CARE CAREERS

    NAME:  _________________________________

1.  _________________________________ study the early growth and formation of life.  They study the stages of pregnancy, and watch how embryos grow and change every day. Embryologists are trained in advanced laboratory techniques, handling sperm and eggs. 
2.  The embryologist deals with science, but also with ________________________ questions. Just because we CAN accomplish the technology…’should’ we? 

Topics involving abilities of the embryologists include:  ____________________ (genetic duplication of an original); the creation, storage, and destruction of embryos;  stem cell research;  posthumous reproduction (creating a child of a deceased person);  genetic diagnosis; 
______________________ (loaning out a womb on behalf of others); regeneration issues (creating spare organs); etc. 
3.  Assisted reproductive technology (______________) is a general term referring to methods used to achieve pregnancy by artificial or partially artificial means. It is used primarily in infertility treatments. 

A.  _______________________________________, commonly called fertility drugs, are 
used on women to address unexplained fertility issues or  ovulation problems. They 
increase the chance of multiple births.

B.  _______________________ may be an option for infertility, when reasons include 
blocked fallopian tubes or endometriosis.

C ____________________________________ procedures put sperm directly into the 
woman's reproductive tract  (in the vagina or cervix in artificial insemination… AI) (into the 
uterus near the fallopian tubes in intrauterine insemination… IUI) with a tube inserted 
through the vagina. This can improve the chances of conception in women who have 
difficulty conceiving after intercourse.

D.  ________________________________________________ is an expensive option for 
infertility. In IVF, the man's sperm is mixed with the woman's eggs in a lab. (Sometimes 
donor sperm or donor eggs are used) If the egg and sperm join, it is called fertilization. 
The doctor then puts one or more embryos into the uterus, hoping they implant and grow. 
Usually, more than one embryo is put in the uterus to increase your chances that one will 
develop, but that may result in multiple births.

E. ____________________________________________ problems  may include a low 
sperm count. Sperm may be collected over time to produce a concentrated sample of 
semen, which is then used for insemination. 

F.  ______________ (ick-see) stands for intracytoplasmic sperm injection. In a lab, the 
doctor injects one sperm into one egg. If fertilization occurs, the doctor puts the embryo 
back into the 
uterus via IVF.

G.  Some forms of ART are also used in fertile couples for ______________________ 
reasons… to avoid the transfer of unwanted genetic characteristics to the embryo.  


H.  ART is also used in couples who have certain ________________________________ 
diseases, i.e. AIDS, to reduce the risk of infection when a pregnancy is desired. 
4.  ____________________________________ are physicians specializing in female organs and the reproductive system. They manage hormonal disorders, treat infections, perform pap smears, diagnose cancers of the reproductive system, and perform hysterectomies.  

5.  An ____________________________________ is a physician who cares for women throughout pregnancy and childbirth.  They monitor the mother’s health and can diagnose and abnormalities in the developing fetus. The obstetrician most often works with women who have high risk pregnancies or life-threatening problems. They specialize in managing the pregnancy, labor, and period immediately following childbirth.  This can be highly stressful. 

6.  A ____________________________ is a trained medical professional who cares for and supports women throughout normal pregnancies. If any problem arises, they do not deliver the baby, but calls for assistance from an obstetrician.  Some midwives work in hospitals;  others go to the homes of their clients.

7.  Professionals working in the field of _________________________ ___________________ experience the emotional extremes of their patients. 

The ________________of a new life. 

The ___________________ and _______________________ of infertility, premature 
births, loss of life,  or realization of birth defects. 

