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In Millard Public
Schools, as in many
Nebraska school
districts, teachers
are directly involved
in the curriculum
selection from the
very beginning.
Several teachers

from each school form ambassador teams and over a span of
several months perform a district needs assessment. Once they
know the curriculum requirements, they start looking for vendors
that will fit their needs. In today’s classroom that means a lot more
than a set of textbooks.
“Now that we are in the digital age and we are a one-to-one district,
which is key, we are looking at a number of resources that are not
only available online as free and open, but we are looking at the
quality of the digital platform as well as the printed product,” says
Curriculum and Instruction Facilitator Dr. Amy Himes.

The teachers who are
on the ambassador
teams agree.
Although they spend
extra time doing
their homework on
materials on top of
their normal
teaching day, it’s
worth the extra effort to find something that will work in their
classroom.
“It’s great to look at the resources ahead of time from both a teacher
perspective and a student perspective,” said eighth grade science
teacher Nichole Schwab. “We are making sure we’re meeting
students needs and pushing them to the next level so we can create
learners that are critical thinkers, ready for the world ahead of
them.”
“We want students engaged and exploring,” said seventh grade
teacher Ted Stocking. “We want them to take control of their own
learning. That is what is so rewarding for students and teachers.
Being a part of these decisions helps us find the materials that will

allow
us to do that
the classroom.”
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