Proposed:  Nebraska State Accountability Framework

November 2, 2010

The State Accountability Framework outlines a set of beliefs, values, and purposes to be used in the design and implementation of a state accountability model.  Implementation details are under discussion at this time, and they will be shared over the next year and examined as each new NeSA test is added.  Beginning in 2010-2011, data will be used to inform and evaluate proposed implementation decisions, and additional advice will be obtained from technical advisors.   The policy basis for the accountability model will be reviewed annually to assure the policy basis is appropriate and that implementation meets the policy expectations.  
Part One:  Beliefs, Values, Purposes
The Nebraska State Board of Education believes that the primary purposes of the Nebraska State Accountability Model are to publicly report student performance on state standards in all Nebraska public schools and districts, to provide state assistance to those public schools and districts in most need of improvement, and to provide tangible state recognition for those public school districts that achieve and maintain high performance. The State Board of Education values academic achievement as the highest priority indicator in the state accountability model and believes that each public school and district should be held accountable for annual achievement, as well as the growth and improvement of achievement for all students over time.  

The State Board believes that the accountability model should:

a.  Include multiple indicators of growth and achievement;
b. Be based on the results or outcomes;  
c. Promote high achievement and shed light on actual performance.

d. Share the best practices of high performing public schools across the state.

e.  Emphasize growth and improvement in achievement over time.

f. Use public reporting as a source of accountability and transparency, and
g. Be easily understood and as straightforward as possible. 
Further, the State Board intends that the Nebraska State Accountability Model will do the following:
h. Identify the “highest performing” and the “lowest performing” public schools and districts;  
i. Identify the public schools that have, over time, maintained high performance and schools that have improved student performance;
j. Identify the public schools most in need of additional state support;
k. Report the groups of students in public schools and districts that should receive attention in a district’s continuous improvement process, and 
l. Meet federal requirements for growth, improvement, and accountability.
Part II.  Proposed Implementation – To be adopted in September 2011
Timeline

October 1, 2010


NeSA-Reading Scores

November 3, 2010
Adoption of the Nebraska State Accountability Framework:  Part One: Beliefs, Values, Purposes
December 2010 -June 2011
Discussion of the Accountability Model
Winter - Spring 2011
NeSA-Reading Test Administration

NeSA Writing Test Administration

NeSA Mathematics Test Administration
Summer 2011
State Accountability calculations using reading and writing scores, baseline mathematics achievement;  participation in three subjects, graduation rates and improvement in reading scores. 
September  2011
Adoption of the Nebraska State Accountability Framework:  Part Two:  Design and Implementation
October 2011
Year One:  Identification of Honor and Priority  public schools and districts.
November 2011
State Board Review of State Accountability Process
Winter – Spring 2012
NeSA-Reading Test Administration


NeSA-Writing Test Administration


NeSA-Mathematics Test Administration

NeSA Science Test Administration

Summer 2012
State Accountability calculations using reading, writing, and mathematics scores, baseline science scores and graduation rates; participation in all four subjects, and improvement in reading and mathematics.
October 2012
Year Two:  Identification of Honor and Priority public schools and districts.
November 2012
State Board of Education Review of Accountability Process

Winter-Spring 2013
NeSA-Reading Test Administration


NeSA-Writing Test Administration


NeSA-Mathematics Test Administration


NeSA-Science Test Administration

Summer 2013
State Accountability calculations using reading, mathematics, science, and writing scores and graduation rates;  participation in all four subjects, and improvement in reading and mathematics.
October 2013
Year Three:  Identification of Honor and Priority public schools and districts.
November 2013
State Board of Education Review of Accountability Process
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