TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Donlynn Rice, Administrator, Curriculum, Instruction and Innovation


Marilyn Peterson, Administrator, Data Services and Federal Programs
SUBJECT:
Authorize the Commissioner to continue to contract with Havelka Educational Services to assist with PLAS and Educator Effectiveness 
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to contract with Havelka Educational Services to continue to assist with PLAS and Educator Effectiveness 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
For the past four months Jim Havelka, former school superintendent of North Bend public schools, has been assisting with the seven recently identified Persistently Low Achieving Schools (PLAS).  He has also conducted research on existing teacher/leader performance and evaluation systems in Nebraska and other states. Several research reports have been generated.  

· Statute/Rule Search Regarding Teacher/Administrator Performance Standards.
· Professional Educator Standards, Part I:  School Leader Standards.
· Professional Educator Standards, Part II:  Teacher Standards.
In December he will co-facilitate a meeting with Nebraska stakeholders, as directed by the State Board of Education at their November 2010 meeting, to gather input on the following: 

· Discussing the development of teacher and principal performance standards
· Discussing concerns and guidance of educator effectiveness systems 

· Discussing whether there is a need for state regulation in this area.  
This six month contract will allow the work to continue with the PLAS and to support the beginning work on Educator Effectiveness. 
Estimated Cost

Cost: $42,000 – Federal ESEA Statewide Activities Funds
Supporting Documentation Included:  None.
For additional information on this item:  Call Donlynn Rice (402) 471-3240, e-mail donlynn.rice@nebraska.gov 
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