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INTRODUCTION TO STATE BOARD POLICIES 

AND DEFINITIONS OF POLICIES 

 

 

 The Nebraska State Board of Education Policy Reference Manual is a collection of 

three different types of policies.  Each page is identified in the upper right-hand corner by 

type of policy in the following manner: 

 

B         - Procedural Policies of the State Board regarding its own operations 

and meetings 

 

D         - Internal policy directives of the State Board regarding department 

operations, which provide direction and/or authority to the 

Commissioner 

 

G         - General policy statements regarding education in Nebraska that are 

not included in state regulations or state plans or agreements filed 

with the federal government 

 

The State Board of Education has authority to adopt policies governing its own 

Board meetings and the internal operations of the Department.  B and D pages include 

these types of procedural policies and policy directives, which are binding upon the Board, 

Commissioner, and Department staff until changed by the Board. 

 

 The Board may also issue general statements of policy regarding education issues in 

Nebraska.  G pages contain such general educational policy statements and are purely 

advisory, since they are not state rules or regulations. 
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BOARD OPERATIONS 

 

Topic          Number Date 
 

(Reserved for future use)            B1  ------- 
 

Public Statements by Board Members         B2  5/8/15 
 

Board Officers             B3  04/03/15

  

Legal Assistance             B4  9/07/06 
 

Board Committees             B5  9/04/15 

 

Task Forces and Advisory Committees          B6  9/07/06 
 

Board Member Expenses            B7  9/07/06 
 

Policy Development            B8  4/13/12 
 

Rule Development             B9  9/04/15 
 

Special Meetings, Emergency Meetings          B10  9/07/06 

  And All Meetings Held by Videoconferencing 
 

Board Meeting Notification for Regular Meetings        B11  04/08/14 
 

Public Participation at Board Meetings        B12  01/07/14 
 

Agendas/Meeting Materials for Regular Meetings        B13  9/07/06 
 

Parliamentary Procedure/Rules of Order         B14  9/07/06 
 

Board Minutes             B15  9/07/06 
 

School Boards Association           B16  9/07/06 
 

Hearing Officers             B17  9/07/06 
 

Political Activity/Use of Resources/Accountability        B18  10/08/09 

  & Disclosure 
 

Staff Research and Assistance           B19  9/07/06    
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BOARD OPERATIONS 

 

Topic          Number Date 

 

Computer Equipment/Internet Access          B20  08/08/14 

  and Electronic Mail Acceptable Use 
 

State Board Member Code of Conduct          B21  9/07/06 
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Bylaw:  Board Committees 

 

The State Board of Education hereby establishes standing committees of Board 

members for the purpose of delegating specific issues or tasks for initial study, 

review and/or recommendation.  Standing Committees of the Board will meet at the 

direction of the Committee Chair or on the request of a Committee Member.  In 

addition, the Board President may request a Committee to meet and deliberate on a 

specific topic or activity.  The Commissioner of Education may request an opinion 

from a Standing Committee regarding a proposal he is preparing for 

recommendation to the State Board.  Committees shall undertake specific tasks 

upon approval of the State Board or the Board President.  Committees may present 

proposals to the Board or the Board President to be designated as priority activities 

for their committee. 

 

Upon completion of the assigned activity or task, the committee shall report to the 

full Board their deliberations and recommendations.  All recommendations of the 

committee are subject to the approval of the Board. 

 

Board appointments to the Standing Committees will be made by the Board 

President.  Requests for membership on the committees may be made by individual 

Board members.  The Committee chair will be appointed by the Board President.  

The Board President serves as an ex-officio member to all committees.  Each 

standing committee shall be assigned Nebraska Department of Education staff to 

assist and/or advise the committee.  The Commissioner of Education will assign 

staff.   

 

Policy Committee The Policy Committee may be directed 

to review proposed policies, bylaws or 

position statements of the Board and 

report their review or make 

recommendations for revisions to the 

Board.  The Committee may be 

requested to develop policy, bylaw or 

position statement proposals for 

consideration by the Board. 
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The Policy Committee shall be given 

the additional responsibility to review 

the budgets for the NDE Trust Funds.  

The proposed budget for the Trust 

Funds shall be approved by the  

Board. 

 

The Policy Committee develops 

recommendations related to strategic 

planning and State Board 

development activities. 

BRASKA STATE BOARD OF   

Legislative Committee The Legislative Committee shall be 

given the specific responsibility of 

reviewing legislative proposals and 

making recommendations to the Board 

for possible action.  The Committee 

shall also be charged with advising the 

Commissioner on legislative matters 

at times when the Board is unable to 

meet or when emergency issues arise.  

 

Commissioner’s Appraisal The Appraisal Committee shall, when 

directed by the Board or the Board 

President, review or recommend 

policies and procedures for the review 

of performance of the Commissioner of 

Education.  Proposals for procedures 

and instruments to review the 

performance of the Commissioner of 

Education shall be approved by the 

Board. Any Board Member may 

request a copy of the current appraisal 

instrument from the Commissioner’s 

Office. 
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Ad Hoc Committee 

 

Ad hoc committees may be appointed by the President or by the Board, as the need 

arises.  Ad hoc committees are formed to carry out specified tasks.  After the 

committee presents its final report to the Board, the committee will disband unless 

the President and/or Board gives new direction. 

 

 

 
Board Action History 

 
•     8/19/77 – Prior BBC 
      (Discussed temporary committee appointments, 
      actions not biding unless approved by Board, 
      listed 3 committees.) 
 
•     12/7/84 – Prior 9131 BOP 
      (Same text as BBC, renumbered.) 
 
•     12/8/95 – Prior B5 
      (Same text as 9131 BOP, except for deletion of 
      reference to 3 committees.) 
 
•     5/12/00 – Prior B5 
      (Complete revision.  Discussed and listed 5 
      standing committees and committee meeting 
      procedures.) 
 
•     10/3/03 – Prior B5 
      (Complete revision.  Different list of 4 
      committees.  Added space for cross-references 
      and Legislative history.) 
 
•     9/7/06 – B5 
      (Minor changes.  Deleted Curriculum 
      Committee from list.) 
 
•     9/4/15 – B5 

(Added language that any Board member may request a current copy of the appraisal instrument 
from Commissioner’s Office.) 

 
 
 

Cross-References 
 
     •     79-315 – State Board’s power to organize itself 
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Rule Development 

 

Each rule or regulation of the Department will be reviewed at least every five years, 

although failure to conduct such a review shall not affect the validity or 

enforceability of any existing rule. 

 

All rules submitted to the State Board for approval shall be in legislative format 

showing additions to, and deletions from, existing rules unless a majority of the rule 

chapter has been substantially revised.  The State Board must give final approval to 

all rules and rule changes.  

 

The Commissioner shall review and approve hearing drafts of rules. The 

Commissioner or his or her designee shall conduct rule hearings. The Commissioner 

shall notify the Board when rules are scheduled for hearing; provide a written 

summary of all hearing testimony to the full Board along with copies of all written 

testimony submitted; and shall make an audio recording of all hearings available to 

the full Board on request. 

 

The rule dockets that are required to be maintained under the Administrative 

Procedures Act shall be maintained by the General Counsel’s Office. 
 

Board Action History 
 
•     12/10/76  
          Prior BCAE (Rule-making hearings) 
          Prior BD-1 (5-Year Review) 
          Prior BDBD-1 (Optional student rule review) 
          Prior BDC-1 (APA Rules) 
          Prior Form BCAE-E 
          Prior Form BDD-E-1 
 
•     8/21/78 – Prior BDA – 1 
      (Rule development system policy.) 
 
•     12/7/84 – Prior 9313 BOP 
      (Replaced prior policies – required 5-year 
      review and legislative format drafts.) 
 
•     12/8/95 – Prior B9 
      (Added rule hearing officials and rule dockets.) 
 
•     9/7/06 – B9 
      (Added authority for Commissioner to approve 
      rules and appoint hearing officers.)      
 
 •   9/4/15 – B9 
     (Added language that Commissioner shall review and approval hearing drafts of rule.) 
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Cross-References 
 
 

•     84-906.1 – Rule dockets. 
 
•     84-907 – Rule adoption after hearing.  

jjjjjjjjjjjjjj 
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Line & Staff Relations 

 

Professional staff members have no direct administrative relations with the State 

Board.  The relationships of the Deputy Commissioners and the staff with the State 

Board are through the Commissioner.  Staff members report first to their 

Leadership Council member, then to the Commissioner, and then to the State 

Board.  

 

 

 
Board Action History 

 
 

•     11/15/79 – Prior CD 
      (Included delegation to Commissioner and 
      Commissioner to staff, right of Board to 
      overrule decisions, and staff relationship) 
 
•     12/7/84 – Prior 2121 DO 
      (Retained only staff relationship section.  Other 
      sections in D3.) 
 
•     12/8/95 – Prior D2 
      (Same, except “Assistant Commissioners” and 
      “Division Heads” replaced with “Leadership 
      Council Members”) 
 
•     11/3/06 – D2 
      (Same, with minor wording changes) 
 
 
 

Cross-References 
 
 

•     79-301 
 
•     79-305 
 
•     79-306 
 
•     79-318 
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GENERAL EDUCATION POLICY STATEMENTS 
 

Topic        Number               Date of                 Date of 

       Adoption/Revision/     Expiration 

          Reaffirmation 

 

Nondiscrimination and Equal Educational        G1         03/06/15  03/06/19 

  Opportunity in Schools 

 

 

Reading/Writing              G4          04/03/15  04/03/19 

 

Policy for School Counseling          G5          05/08/15  

                                                                                                  (pending four-year review of State Board) 

 

Policy for Virtual Education          G6          11/09/12   11/09/16 

 

Expanded Learning Opportunities         G7          09/06/13             09/06/17 

 

Policy for Developing Global Competence        G8          08/10/12             08/10/16 

   

Anti-Bullying           G11                  09/04/15  09/04/19 

 

American Sign Language         G18                 03/06/12  03/06/16 

 

Standards, Assessment, and Accountability (SAA)     G19                    11/09/12  11/09/16 

  Belief Statements  

 

Model Policy to Prevent Dating Violence       G20                     06/07/13  06/07/17 

 

Policy for Coordinated School Health       G21                     04/09/13  04/09/17 

 

Policy on Data Access and Use        G22                     01/07/14  01/07/18 
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Nebraska State Board of Education Policy: Anti-Bullying 

 

The State Board of Education believes that Nebraska schools should provide 

physically safe and emotionally secure environments for all students and staff.  It is 

the goal of the State Board of Education, through this policy, to create such positive 

learning and teaching environments.   

 

For purposes of this policy, the State Board defines positive behaviors as those, which 

evoke non-violence, cooperation, teamwork, understanding, and acceptance, toward all 

students and staff in the learning and teaching environment.   

 

The State Board of Education encourages local school districts to establish policies and 

strategies to emphasize and recognize positive behaviors that promote a safe and 

secure learning environment for all students and staff.  Local school policies should 

assist school personnel in identifying bullying, intimidation, and harassment; and 

provide a framework for an appropriate response that reinforces and encourages 

positive conduct. 

 

The Department of Education will disseminate information in regard to model 

strategies and practices for assisting the implementation of local policies.  The 

department will also disseminate programs that promote state level efforts to assist 

schools in achieving positive behavior environments, including anti-bullying programs.  

This assistance may include, but is not limited to, help with student, teacher, and 

administrator in-service, and pre-service courses. 

 

The Department of Education will design a plan and process for evaluating the effects 

of this policy. 

 
 

Board Action History 
 

▪     Policy statement adopted 2/7/2003 and reaffirmed 12/9/05 
 
▪     Board reaffirmed policy 9/8/2011 
 
▪     Board reaffirmed policy 9/4/2015 

           
Cross-References 

 
     ▪     92 NAC 10 
 
     ▪     Neb. Rev. Stat. 79-2,137 
 
     ▪     Neb. Rev. Stat. 79-267(8) 

 

 


















