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Political Activities/Use of Resources 

 
The Commissioner and Department employees shall not use or authorize the use of 
Department resources for the purpose of campaigning for or against the nomination 
or election of a candidate or the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question, 
except as permitted by Neb. Rev. Stat.

  

 49-14,101.02 and this Policy.  “Department 
resources” means Department personnel, property, resources, or funds under the 
official care or control of the Commissioner or a Department Employee.  The 
Commissioner and Department employees shall not engage in campaign activity for 
or against the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question or the 
nomination or election of a candidate while on government work time or when 
otherwise engaged in official duties. 

The Commissioner or a Department employee under his or her direct supervision 
may respond to specific inquiries by the press or the public as to his or her opinion 
regarding a ballot question or may provide information in response to a request for 
information. 
 
The Commissioner and Department employees may, in the normal course of their 
duties, use public resources to research and prepare materials to assist the 
Department in determining the effect of a ballot question on the Department.  The 
Commissioner and Department employees may not do mass mailings, mass 
duplication, or other mass communications at public expense for the purpose of 
qualifying, supporting, or opposing a ballot question.  Mass communications shall 
not include placing public records demonstrating the consequences of the passage or 
defeat of a ballot question affecting the Department on existing Department web 
sites. 
 
This Policy does not prohibit the Commissioner or Department employees from 
identifying themselves by their official titles. 
 
The Commissioner and Department employees are not prohibited from campaigning 
for or against the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question or the 
nomination or election of a candidate when no Department resources are used and 
while not on government work time or when not otherwise engaged in official 
duties. 
 
The Commissioner and Department employees shall not use or authorize the use of 
personnel, resources, property, or funds under his or her official care and control 
other than in accordance with prescribed constitutional, statutory, and regulatory 
procedures or use such items, other than compensation provided by law, for 
personal gain. 
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Board Action History 

 
•     
      (Reference to statute prohibiting political activity 

8/19/77 – Prior GAHB 

      during office hours.) 
 
•     
      (Use of resources and votes of censure) 

6/1/81 – Prior KIA 

 
•     
      (Same as KIA; GAHB not included in 1984 

12/7/84 – Prior 1311.1 DO 

      revisions) 
 
 

•     
      (Same as 1311.1 DO, except it only includes 

12/8/95 – Prior D1 

      Commissioner and staff and includes 
      disciplinary action instead of censure, and 
      Board provisions moved to B18) 
 
•     
      (Complete revision) 

11/3/06 – D1 

 
•     
      (Amended to permit certain political activities consistent with LB 626 [Laws, 2009].) 

10/8/09 – D1 

 
 

 
Cross-References 

 
•     49-14,101.01 
 
•     49-14,101.02 
 
 


