
NEBRASKA SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 
An advisory panel providing policy guidance to the Nebraska Department of  

Education with respect to special education and related services  
for children with disabilities 

 
AGENDA 

 
Cornhusker Marriott Hotel – Yankee Hill 3 

333 South 13th St. 
Lincoln, NE   

 
September 17, 2015 

 
 
8:00  Registration 
 
8:30  Welcome      Gary Sherman, NDE 

Introductions      Dr. Cindy Ellis, Chair 
  “Getting to Know You” 

  
9:00  Council Business     Dr. Cindy Ellis 

• Open Meetings Law Announcement  Annie Bird 
• Approval of April 16, 2015 Minutes* 
• Approval of September 17, 2015 Agenda* 
• Notice of Conferences/Meetings 
• 2015-16 Proposed SEAC Meeting Dates* 

o  November 11, 2015 
o  January 21, 2016 
o  April 21, 2016 

 
9:30  New Executive Committee Member  Dr. Cindy Ellis  
   “Class” of 2019 Candidates Speak 
 
9:45  SEAC Priorities 2015-2018    Dr. Cindy Ellis 
 
10:00  SEAC Committee Report:    Elizabeth Paesl 
   Nebraska Youth Leadership Council     
 
10:30  BREAK 
  
10:45  SEAC and NDE Special Education Office  Gary Sherman  

• Special Education Office Leadership 
• Regional Staff Assignments    

 
11:05  NDE Rule 51 Revision    Teresa Coonts 

• Educational Interpreter Standards 



11:25  The Foreign Language of SEAC    
• Acronyms to Speak the Language 

   
11:45  Working Lunch**     Annie Bird 

• Monthly Directors’ Conference Calls 
• SAP Webinars 

 
12:45  Public Comments 
 
1:00  NDE Special Education Office 
  Leadership Team Reports    Beth Wierda  
 

• Data      Adria Bace 
 State Part B and C Determinations 
 Overview of Grads 360 Site 
 

• Program Improvement   Sharon Heater/Rose 
       Dymacek 

 Review of Phase I submission of the 
  State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) 
 Review of Phase II requirements of SSIP 
 Involvement with the NCSI Learning Collaborative 
 Changes for District/PRT Determinations 
 ELA Extended Standards 
  

• Monitoring/ILCD    Jeanne Heaston 
 

• Finance     Pete Biaggio 
  
2:45  Election of Executive Committee Member* Dr. Cindy Ellis 

• Membership Votes   
 
3:00  ESEA Reauthorization 2015    NDE Staff   
 
3:30  Adjourn 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Items requiring Council action 
** Lunch is provided for SEAC members and scheduled presenters 


