
Appendix A 
NEBRASKA’S RDA STAKEHOLDER MEMBERSHIP 

PART B SCHOOL AGE (AGES 6-21) 
 

First 
Name 

Last Name Representation Category 

Adria Bace NDE Special Education Office 
Laura Barrett NASES Region V 
Pete Biaggio NDE Special Education Office 
Annie Bird Facilitator 
Jane Byers SPED Director NASES Region II  
John Cerny Superintendent/Elementary Principal 
Melisa Dobish SPED Director NASES Region IV 
Rose Dymacek NDE Special Education Office 
Josie Floyd Elementary Principal 
Lindy Foley NDE Special Education Office Stakeholder Coordinator 
Jenny Fundus SPED Director 
Rita Hammitt NDE Special Education Office 
Jason Harris SPED Director NASES Region III 
Sharon Heater NDE Special Education Office 
Terry Houlton SPED Director Former Principal 
Tanya Ihlo Higher Ed 
Doreen Jankovich General Education NSEA Representative 
Kami Jessop SPED Director 
Wendy Kemling SPED Director/NASES Officer 

Don Loeske NDE School Improvement 
Mary Ann Losh NDE Equity and Instructional Strategies 
Brenda McNiff Parent/SEAC/SPED Director 
Steve Milliken Contractor 
Jeremy Murphy Non Public Schools 
Tricia Parker-Siemers NDE Curriculum and Instruction- Reading 
Jenny Piening SPED Assistant Director NASES Region I 
Greg Prochazka NDE Special Education Office 
Alice Senseney NDE Equity and Instructional Strategies 
John Street SPED Director/Fiscal  
Jeff Sutter SPED Director 
Brenda Tracy SPED Director NASES President 2013-14 
Beth Wierda NDE Special Education Office 
Cristen Witte Special Education Director 
Christine Young SPED Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



NEBRASKA’S RDA STAKEHOLDER MEMBERSHIP 
PART B PRESCHOOL (AGES 3 – 5) 

 
First Name Last Name Representation Category 

Lynn Brehm Nebraska Children and Families Foundation 
Gabriella Castro NDE Special Education Office 
Teresa Coonts NDE Special Education Office 
Pam Dobrovolny Plattsmouth Community Schools, EC Coordinator 
Cheryl Escritt Gibbon Public Schools, ECSE Coordinator 
Erica Fink NE Comm Action Partnership, Head Start 
Melody Hobson NDE Office of Early Childhood  
Barb Jackson Facilitator  
Pam Kasl NDE Special Education Office 
Janice Lee Lincoln Public Schools 
Jacci Lucas Bellevue Public Schools, EC Coordinator 
Patricia Mahrt-Roberts Early Childhood Consultant 
Chris Marvin UNL Higher Education, ECSE Professor  
Ruth Miller ESU 8, Special Education Director 
Robert Ripp Lexington Public Schools, EC Administrator 
Gary Sherman NDE Special Education Office 
Betsy Skelcher Special Education Coordinator 
Tammy Stevenson ECICC parent representative 
Jan Thelen NDE Special Education Office Stakeholder Coordinator 
Jean Ubbelohde Millard Public Schools, ECSE Administrator 
Jill Weatherly NDE Special Education Office 
Amber Wicherski Omaha Public Schools, ECSE Supervisor 
Rosie Zweiback University of Nebraska Medical Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEBRASKA SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL  
 

Name Representation (see key below) State Board District 
Frank Adams (iii) 3 
John Bright (iv) 4 
Diane Bruha (v) 5 

Millie Demuth (i) 1 
Cindy Ellis (i), (iii), (vi) 4 

Barb Gentrup (i), (ii) 6 
Queen Greene (i) 4 

Judy Hall (iii) 5 
Debbie Healey (i) 2 
Jody Hitesman (viii) 6 
Terry Houlton (v) 2 
Kami Jessop (v) 8 

Cate Jone-Hazledine (i), (vi) 7 
Mary Jorgensen (i) 2 
Renee Kiernan (i) 2 

Emily Kluver (ix) 1 
Kristen Larsen (vi) 7 
Steve Larsen (x) 1 

Brenda McNiff (i), (v) 5 
Ryan O’Grady (v) 5 
Kasey Pestel (i) 3 

JoAnne Roberts (i), (v) 3 
Graciela Sharif (i), (vi) 8 

Fr. Lawrence Stoley (vii) 5 
Carey Winkler (i) 1 
Marie Wohlers (i) 7 

Brian Wojcik (iii) 6 
 

Representation Key 
(i) Parents of children with disabilities (ages birth through 26); or individuals with disabilities; 
(ii) Teachers; 
(iii) Representatives of institutions of higher education that prepare special education and related services 

personnel; 
(iv) State and local educational officials, including officials who carry out activities under Homeless Assistance 

Act; 
(v) Administrators of programs for children with disabilities; 
(vi) Representatives of other State agencies involved in the financing or delivery of related services to children 

with disabilities; 
(vii) Representatives of private schools and public charter schools; 
(viii) Not less than one representative of a vocational, community, or business organization concerned with the 

provision of transition services to children with disabilities; 
(ix) A representative from the State child welfare agency responsible for foster care; and 
(x) Representatives from the State juvenile and adult corrections agencies. 
Special Rule – a majority of the members of the panel shall be individuals with disabilities or parents of children 
with disabilities (ages birth through 26). 

 
 
 
 
 



NEBRASKA RESULTS MATTER TASK FORCE 
 

Task Force Members: 
Name Representing 
Amber Wicherski Omaha Public Schools, ECSE Supervisor 
Amy Bornemeier NCFF, Sixpence Director 
Angel Foster ESU 15, ECSE Teacher/Coordinator 
Cara Small Early Learning Connections, Coordinator 
Cheryl Escritt Gibbon Public Schools, ECSE Coordinator 
Chris Marvin UNL Higher Education, ECSE Professor 
Chris Vieyra North Platte Public Schools, Special Education Director 
Darlene Rockenbach Centennial Public Schools, EC Teacher 
Diane Ellis Bellevue Public Schools, ECSE Teacher  
Erika Fink NE Bebr Comm Action Partnership, Education Coord 
Gay DeMars Head Start Child & Family Dev Program, Administrator 
Geraldine Erickson ESU 17, ECSE Coordinator 
Jamie Bockerman South Central Unified Schools, EC Data Manager 
Jane Happe Educare of Omaha, Director 
Jean Ubbelohde Millard Public Schools, ECSE Administrator 
Jenny Messerer Hastings Public Schools, ECSE Coordinator 
Jo Lee Papillion-LaVista Public Schools, ECSE Administrator 
Kurk Wiedel Thayer Central Public Schools, Elementary Principal 
Larianne Polk ESU 7, ECSE Coordinator 
Mary Bohning ESU 7, ECSE Coordinator 
Pam Dobrovolny Plattsmouth Community Schools, EC Coordinator 
Patty Smith Lincoln Public Schools, EC Administrator 
Peg Engberg Minden Public Schools, EC Teacher 
Penni Romero Elkhorn Public Schools, Physical Therapist 
Robert Ripp Lexington Public Schools, EC Administrator 
Ruth Miller ESU 8, Special Education Director 
Sue Galvin So Sioux Public Schools, Elementary Principal 
Theresa Muhle Fremont Public Schools, Elementary Principal 
Wendy Kemling-Horner Scottsbluff Public Schools, Special Education Director 

 
Facilitators/Co-Chairs: 

Name Representing 
Barb Jackson MMI-UNMC, Results Matter Data Consultant 
Jan Thelen NDE, Results Matter Coordinator 

 
State Staff/Consultants: 

Name Representing 
Sue Bainter NDE, Contracted EI/ECSE Consultant 
Cole Johnson NDHHS, Part C/EDN Co-Coordinator 
Amy Bunnell NDE, Part C/EDN Co-Coordinator 
Diane Kvasnicka NDE, EC Program Consultant 
Eleanor Kirkland NDE, QRIS Director 
Joan Luebbers NDE Director, Head Start State Collaboration Office 
Karen Pinkelman NCFF, Sixpence 
Kari Price MMI-UNMC, GOLD Child Transfer Manager 
Kristine Luebbe NDE, EC Program Consultant 
Linda Bray NDE Early Childhood Training Center, Training Coord. 
Linda Meyers NDE, EC Program Consultant 
Mary Beth Pistillo NDE Early Childhood Training Center, Training Coord. 
Melody Hobson NDE, Office of Early Childhood, Administrator 

 


