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Starting a team

· Starting dates vary (earlier or later) according to sponsors & student schedules and may be adjusted.

December

1. Go to the Science Olympiad home page.  http://soinc.org/
This site has a wealth of information on how to start a team, event descriptions and much more. 
Become familiar with the program.

2. Go to the Nebraska Science Olympiad home page. http://www.education.ne.gov/science/NESOInfo.html
This site will list the “coaches memos” with information on how to get the “Event Description booklet”, fees and information about the state tournament.

     January- March

3. In your school announcements, state you are starting a team and having an informational meeting on __________ date and time.

4. During the first meeting
a. Explain what Science Olympiad is
b. Explain all 23 events
c. Have each student sign up for at least two events but no more than four.

5. Some schools have the students work on their events on their own time and some hold weekly practices.  During study or practice times, student will begin learning the event objectives and build engineering projects.

6. Go back to the Nebraska Science Olympiad home page and sign up for one or more of the regional tournaments and organize transportation for those who can go.  This is good practice before the state meet.

     April

7. Attend the State meet, usually scheduled in March or April, held in Lincoln.

· Notes:
· Being a coach can be over whelming at times.  Don’t feel like you have to know everything about every event, no coach does.  
· The students will find ways to learn the content and other science teachers at your school can help at times in areas you don’t teach.
· Be patient, it takes a year or two to fully understand the program.
· Enjoy seeing your students grow in science and their interest and enthusiasm increase.
· Start with whatever students you have, don’t feel like you have to field a whole team. The goal is to keep students engaged in science.

