
 

 

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE 

 

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D. 

Commissioner of Education 

 

FROM:  Diane Stuehmer, Federal Programs & Title I Administrator 

Terri Schuster, Title III Director & ELL Assessment Coordinator 

 

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:   Grant the Commissioner authority to approve a 3-year contract with the 

Regents of the University of California to gain access to and deliver the English Language Proficiency 

Assessment for the 21st Century (ELPA21) to meet federal and state English learner assessment 

requirements.   

 

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  At the February, 2016 State Board work session, Terri 

Schuster provided a history of the English Language Proficiency (ELP) assessment requirements 

explaining that the ELDA (English Language Development Assessment) had come to the end of its shelf 

life.  In 2013, Nebraska became a member of a state-led collaborative, funded by an Enhanced 

Assessment Grant, to develop a new online English language proficiency assessment—the ELPA21.  NDE 

staff and Nebraska educators have been involved at a very high level in test development to ensure the 

instrument is of high quality and meets the needs of Nebraska districts.  The grant period is nearing its 

end.  Going forward, the ELPA21 product will be managed and housed at the University of California at 

Los Angeles— Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing (UCLA-CRESST).  NDE 

will need to contract with UCLA-CRESST in order to have access to and delivery of the assessment. 

 

CONTRACT DATES:  July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2019. 

 

ESTIMATED COST: 

ELPA21 3-Year Cost Projections (per pupil cost estimates) 

YEAR Students at $26 per 

online test 

Students taking 

paper/pencil at $30 

per test 

Students taking 

Blind/Low Vision at 

$200 per test 

Total Cost 

2016-17 19,800 200 3 $521,400 

2017-18 20,250 250 3 $534,600 

2018-19 20,700 300 4 $548,000 

 


