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Self-Assessment 
Nebraska Core Competencies for Early Childhood Professionals 

Skill Area: Partnerships with Families and Communities  
Scale for Evaluating Skill 
0= Never/Rarely uses this skill 
1=Occasionally uses this skill 
2=Regularly uses this skill 
 
Skill Area: Partnerships with Families and 
Communities 

0 1 2 

Level 1    
1.1 Respects the family’s role as the child’s first 
teacher.  

   

1.2 Supports and respects the diversity of families.     
1.3 Establishes positive communication and 
relationships with individuals and families.  

   

1.4 Knows and follows the rules of confidentiality.     
1.5 Willing to learn about the IFSP (Individual Family 
Service Plan) and IEP  (Individual Education Plan) 
process and working with a team of professionals to 
serve a child with a verified disability.   

   

    
Level 2    
2.1 Encourages family involvement in supporting their 
children’s care and education.  

   

2.2 Adapts to changes that are designed to meet the 
needs and preferences of individual children and their 
families.  

   

2.3 Uses a variety of approaches to communicate with 
families, i.e. bulletin boards, Web site, notes home, 
and newsletter.  

   

2.4 Seeks out information on child-specific needs in 
terms of cultural expectations and special education 
needs.   

   

2.5 Respects families’ choices, goals, and decisions for 
their children.  

   

2.6 Provides encouragement, support, and appropriate 
information to develop trust with families.  

   

2.7 Participates in IFSP (Individual Family Service 
Plan) and IEP (Individual Education Plan) meetings 
with the family and the team of professionals when a 
child has a verified disability.  

   

2.8 Shares knowledge of general child development 
with families.  
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Skill Area: Partnerships with Families and 
Communities 

0 1 2 

Level 3    
3.1 Demonstrates awareness of how families’ attitudes 
influence children’s abilities and interests in learning.   

   

3.2 Recognizes and understands how stress affects 
families.  

   

3.3 Provides opportunities for families to share skills 
and talents.  

   

3.4 Collaborates with families to resolve problems and 
issues.  

   

3.5 Offers families referrals to appropriate community 
resources.  

   

3.6 Ensures that community diversity and cultures are 
reflected throughout the program.  

   

3.7 Plans and conducts formal family conferences 
and/or home visits.  

   

3.8 Provides meaningful input into the IFSP 
(Individual Family Service Plan) and IEP (Individual 
Education Plan) meetings with the family and team of 
professionals based upon observation and progress 
notes of the child.  

   

    
Level 4    
4.1 Involves families in planning learning activities 
and evaluating the program.  

   

4.2 Acknowledges personal beliefs and biases 
regarding children and families, and is able to make 
objective decisions and act in the best interest of the 
families.  

   

4.3 Partners with other professionals and families to 
plan, create and maintain a safe, healthy climate in 
which the children will play and grow.  

   

4.4 Uses the information gained through observation, 
assessment, and evaluation to make thoughtful, 
informed, and appropriate interventions as needed 
and/or indicated.  

   

4.5 Interacts effectively with volunteers and other 
community resources.  

   

4.6 Supports the children’s families and acknowledges 
the critical roles they play in the children’s lives.  
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Skill Area: Partnerships with Families and 
Communities 

0 1 2 

Level 5    
5.1 Applies current theory and research on reciprocal 
relationships with families.  

   

5.2 Articulates the various theories of family systems 
and the effects of crises on families.  

   

5.3 Coordinates with community resources and 
provides families with resources that might be able to 
assist them.  

   

5.4 Assists with public awareness activities and 
community outreach efforts to model the importance 
of early childhood education.  

   

    
Level 6    
6.1 Articulates, evaluates, and applies current theory 
and research on relationships with families in order to 
promote family strengths and goals.  

   

6.2 Develops formal collaborative agreements to meet 
the needs of individual children and families.    

   

6.3 Maintains collaborative relationships with other 
child and family specialists and professionals to create 
systems of care that are responsive to children and 
families.    

   

6.4 Acts as advocates for both children and families in 
order to help them access services and to promote high 
quality early care and education.  

   

6.5 Represents the interests of families and the early 
childhood field in community and volunteer 
endeavors.   
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Self-Reflection Questions 
 

a. If the skill is rarely used is because the skill isn’t needed in your early childhood 
setting? 
_____ Yes     _____ No   Explain 
 
 
 

b. If the skill is rarely used is it because you need to know more about the skill? 
_____ Yes       _____ No   Explain 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there someone you know who could help you better understand this skill?  Who 
would that be? 

 
 


