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Self-Assessment 
Nebraska Core Competencies for Early Childhood Professionals 

Skill Area: Planning Learning Experiences 
Focus Area: Early Language and Literacy 

 
Scale for Evaluating Skill 
0= Never/Rarely uses this skill 
1=Occasionally uses this skill 
2=Regularly uses this skill 
 
Skill Area: Planning Learning Experiences 0 1 2 
Focus Area: Early Language and Literacy    
Level 1    
1.1 Read age-appropriate books to children both 
individually and in groups. 

   

1.2 Respects and encourages children to retain the 
language of their family. 

   

1.3 Talks with children and stimulates conversation 
among children. 

   

1.4 Engages children in stories, songs, and poems.    
1.5 Models appropriate language, communication, 
reading and writing.  

   

    
Level 2    
2.1 Carries out formal and informal book reading 
experiences that encourage both listening and talking. 

   

2.2 Encourages families to be involved in reading to 
children at home to increase children’s language and 
development. 

   

2.3 Provides opportunities for children to engage in 
turn taking and dialogue in conversation with adults 
and other children. 

   

2.4 Uses a variety of songs, books, and games 
including those from many cultures.  

   

    
Level 3    
3.1 Provides a print rich environment.     
3.2 Uses a variety of songs, books, and games 
including those from many cultures.  

   

3.3 Provides opportunities and support to help children 
understand, acquire and use verbal and non-verbal 
means of communicating thoughts and feelings 

   

3.4 Uses conversations to enrich and expand children’s 
vocabulary. 
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Skill Area: Planning Learning Experiences 0 1 2 
Focus Area: Early Language and Literacy    
3.5 Encourages and support children’s verbal 
interactions with others 

   

    
Level 4    
4.1 Encourages children’s rich discussions to further 
develop language and literacy skills. 

   

4.2 Demonstrates an understanding of how to use 
language, as well as, other forms of communication, at 
all ages and stages of development. 

   

4.3 Facilitates the relationships between spoken and 
printed words. 

   

4.4 Uses concrete experiences and play to enhance and 
invite young children’s conversations and emerging 
literacy skills. 

   

4.5 Captures and documents children’s narratives in 
stories and otherwise. 

   

    
Level 5    
5.1 Designs curriculum consistent with current 
theories of literacy use and language acquisition. 

   

5.2 Uses age appropriate technology to support 
language and literacy development. 

   

5.3 Adapts and modifies interactions and activities 
with children to meet the specific language 
development needs of individual children. 

   

5.4 Plans and implements book reading experiences to 
support language/literacy goals for children. 

   

5.5 Uses on-going assessments of children to adapt 
and modify language and literacy development 
activities to meet the needs of individual children.  

   

5.6 Documents examples of children’s emerging 
language and/or literacy skills.  

   

    
Level 6    
6.1 Communicates to others the process for 
developing curriculum that promotes language and 
literacy.  

   

6.2 Articulates the process of how to design and adapt 
the curriculum to address children’s language and 
literacy needs.   
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Skill Area: Planning Learning Experiences 0 1 2 
Focus Area: Early Language and Literacy    
6.3 Communicates the link between language and 
literacy and children’s development and learning 
outcomes.   

   

6.4 Monitors the need to adapt, adjust, and update the 
learning experiences to advance children’s language 
and literacy skills.  

   

6.5 Creates a classroom community that fosters 
language and literacy skills in the home or in the 
classroom.  

   

6.6 Evaluates the suitability of curriculum and 
programs on language and literacy for use with a 
particular child or group of children.  

   

 
Self-Reflection Questions 
 

a. If the skill is rarely used is it because the skill isn’t needed in your early childhood 
setting? 
_____ Yes     _____ No   Explain 
 
 
 

b. If the skill is rarely used is it because you need to know more about the skill? 
_____ Yes       _____ No   Explain 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there someone you know who could help you better understand this skill?  Who 
would that be? 

 
 


