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A. The Nebraska Student and Staff Record System (NSSRS) 

The Nebraska Student and Staff Record System, the NSSRS, has been operating fully as the 
state’s record system for several years. Districts are to be congratulated for their successful 
completion of data submission. 

As the spring approaches and assessment results are due by June 30, 2010, districts should 
be aware of several important reporting considerations. 

• 	The Consolidated Data Collection (CDC) will continue to collect non-student 
     level data as it did last year. 

• Reporting student performance on reading, mathematics and science data in 2010 
will change. Individual student results will be reported only in mathematics and 
science. In mathematics and science only, districts will report on one of the 
following: 

o State STAR Standards 
o State Standards – full set 
o Local STAR Standards 
o Local Standards – full set. 

• NeSA-R Test results will be used for reading. 

• 	Assessment data may be submitted throughout the year beginning in January, 
but data can NOT be accepted after June 30, 2010. 

• 	Business rules for assessment data have been posted on the NDE website at 
htt p://www.nde.state.ne.us/assessment/Implementation.htm 

• 	Districts need to access the verification and validation reports from the NSSRS 
     web site to determine the accuracy of the data being submitted. Directions for 

accessing reports are provided on the NSSRS web site. 

• 	Additional help with NSSRS data submission may be obtained from the HELP
 Desk at 1-888-285-0556. 

• For help specifically with the submission of assessment data you may contact:

   John Moon, Statewide Assessment Offi  ce 
(402) 471-2495; E-mail: john.moon@nebraska.gov 

Validating Data in the NSSRS 

After the district has entered its student assessment results into the NSSRS system, 
districts can review the results using the NSSRS Validation Home page. The NSSRS 
Validation link is accessed through the NDE portal by clicking on the “Student & 
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Staff” (NSSRS) tab. An activation code is necessary to enter the NSSRS Validation link.  

• 	On the NSSRS Validation page, the default School Year is to 2010-06-30. 
    To view 2009-06-30 school year, use the change years function. 

• 	On the NSSRS Validation Home page review the errors for the “Assessment Fact”  
    and “Assessment Response” templates. To navigate the site, use the document 
    “NSSRS Validation Website Reference Guide,” available at htt p://www.nde.state. 

ne.us/nssrs/Documents.htm Make corrections as needed and submit new 
template files via NSSRS Data Manager to address errors. 

• 	Select “Verification Reports” link. In the “Reports” window select the State of the 
    Schools Report-Student Performance (Assessment) either “By School” or “District- 

wide.” This report will display the aggregated data from the submitt ed assessment 
templates in a format similar to SOSR. 

• 	Compare the NSSRS results with results calculated in the district. 

• 	AYP Verification reports are available on the NSSRS Validation Home page for 
    review by clicking on the “AYP Count Verification” link. This link provides 2009-
    10 disaggregated information for AYP and STARS for all grades by building and  
    district for School Year 2010-06-30. Note that data for AYP is consolidated into  
    grade levels-elementary, middle and high.

 • To review individual student data, the audit link on the right side of the NSSRS  
Data report will open to a list of individual student results. Here results are 

     displayed by student number. 

Reporting Students Who Move 

Most students will be assessed in the district and reported by the district where they are 
enrolled. This is true whether students move between or within districts. Students who 
move out of the district/school before the end of the year are included in the Student Tem-
plate but not the Year-end Student Snapshot. Additionally, in Assessment Response A code 
of “N” (Not Assessed) indicates the student was not assessed while enrolled at the time of 
the assessment. A code of “M” (Moved) indicates the student moved into the district after 
the assessment or moved out before the assessment. 

Districts are expected to report – by June 30th – the assessment results (mathematics and 
science) students have achieved while the student is enrolled. There is no requirement to 
“go back” and “catch up” on previously assessed standards for students who move in 
during the course of the school year. Districts will be expected to obtain those records from 
previous districts as they have in the past. Reading results will be supplied by the NDE 
from the state reading test, NeSA-R. 

The Nebraska Student and Staff Record System requires clarifications regarding the report-
ing of contracted public school students. There are two categories for the reporting of 
assessment results for contracted public school students. 

Standards, Assessment, and Accountability, Volume 4             August 2009 	 Page 56 

http://www.nde.state


                              

Category One:  Students contracted from one public district to another public district. 

In these situations, the receiving district needs to do the following: 

• 	Enroll the student, adding or verifying the NDE Student ID number, adding it to  
the district. 

• 	Report attendance, demographics and all NSSRS requirements. 
• 	Report assessment results. 

Essentially, students contracted from one public school to another public school become 
students in the receiving district. 

Category Two:  Students contracted from a public district to any education agency that is 
not a public district. Some examples of education agencies that are not considered to be a 
public district include but are not limited to the following: Interim programs-schools (Rule 
18), approved special education service providers, court-appointed placements, ESU pro-
grams, and temporary out-of-school placements. 

In these situations, the public district needs to do the following: 

• 	Keep the student enrolled. 
• 	Continue to report attendance, demographics, and all NSSRS requirements. 
• 	Make arrangements with the other education agency to administer assessment. 
• 	Report the assessment results obtained from the education agency. 

Note: Assessment results for students attending non-public schools are not 
required to be reported to NDE unless the non-public school student is enrolled 
in the public school for at least .51 of the time. If a non-public school is also an 
approved service provider for special education, Category Two (above) applies. 

Home-Schooled Students 

Districts are responsible for reporting home schooled students only if they are enrolled in 
the district at least .51 of the time. 

Ward of the Court 

If a student is a ward of the court, or a ward of the state, and there is a question about who 
reports assessment results, the student remains a resident of the district where he or she 
became a ward of the court, and that district is responsible for all student and assessment 
reporting. (Section 7 of 79-215). 

It is also the responsibility of that district to assign the student to the appropriate building 
and report all student data. 
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Reporting Individual Scores on National Assessment Instruments 

As required by LB# 1157, beginning in the 2009-10 reporting year districts will need to 
submit individual student scores and sub scores on national tests. 

In August 2008, the State Board of Education, as required by LB# 1157, recommended the 
national tests that should be used and in which grades they should be reported. 

The results of that recommendation are as follows: 

Grades 4, 8: Terra Nova 
ITBS ( Iowa Test of Basic Skills)

    Stanford Achievement Test
    NWEA (Northwest Evaluation Assessment)

 Grade 10: PLAN 

Districts should note that these are recommendations only and are not requirements. If 
districts choose to administer different tests or administer tests in grades other than those 
recommended, they may do so. 

What districts do need to do is to be sure they collect individual scores and sub scores. Each 
test provides results differently, and therefore, each test state average will be calculated and 
displayed separately on the State of the Schools Report. 

National Assessment Instrument Scores and Sub Scores 

In the spring of 2010, districts will be asked to report individual student composite or total 
scores and the sub scores for reading and for mathematics. Because each test is diff erent, the 
total scores are named differently by different test makers and may even include different 
subject areas. Districts should prepare to report the scores and sub scores of national assess-
ment instruments in 2009-10. The following pages illustrate the scores and sub scores of the 
five recommended tests, the Terra Nova, the ITBS, the Stanford, the NWEA and PLAN.  

If districts choose tests other than the recommended five, they should report the composite 
scores, reading and mathematics total scores that approximate the samples provided. 
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B. Transitions in State and Federal Accountability 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 

A report of Adequate Yearly Progress is an annual measure of progress against state AYP 
goals. The annual report is done as a federal requirement to determine whether or not 
buildings are providing for the achievement of all students.  Over time, the expectation is 
that all buildings will show improvement in the data elements examined so that all students 
will be successful. 

Since the 1980’s all buildings receiving Title I funds have been examined annually for 
adequate progress, but the No Child Left Behind Act requires the examination of all school 
buildings in the state for AYP, not just those who accept Title I funds.  There are three levels 
of accountability: building AYP, state AYP, and district AYP. All buildings, regardless of 
size, will report all student performance and will be included in district and state AYP 
reports. 

The data elements to be examined annually for accountability and AYP in grades 3 through 
8 and one grade in high school include the following: 

� Student performance and participation rate in reading (New NeSA-R) 
� Student performance and participation rate in mathematics (STARS) 
� District assessment quality in mathematics only 
� Statewide writing assessment (grades 4 and 8) 
� Graduation rate (high school) 

The 2009-10 AYP reports and decisions will use the data submitted via the NSSRS, the CDC, 
and the NeSA Reading results. This includes demographic and assessment results at the 
student level and district decisions in the CDC.  Reporting for the AYP is completed by 
disaggregated student groups: race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic status, migrant 
status, special education, and for those students learning the English language. 

It is anticipated that new AYP Reading Goals will be reset in 2010 since the new NeSA-
Reading tests will be used in AYP calculations. Any new goals for reading will not be 
available until aft er the first set of NeSA-R results in the summer of 2010. 

The mathematics goal will remain the same as the old STARS goal, which are the same 
as the 2009 goal: 

Elementary grades - 83% 
Middle school grades - 79% 
High School grades - 81 % 

The Assessment Quality (portfolio) rating is one of the indicators used in making AYP 
decisions. For the 2009-10 ratings, the only Assessment Quality Ratings to be used will be 
the mathematics rating. 

Additional information will be provided throughout the year regarding the transition 
of the accountability goals. 
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Display of Adequate Yearly Progress on the State of the Schools Report 

The 2010 State of the Schools Report will again display the AYP decisions for each school 
and district. 

The AYP status was available for auditing throughout the summer on a State of the School’s 
Preview window. Districts have reviewed their data to ensure its accuracy. The formula 
and process for determining AYP decisions are provided in the AYP Guidance, available 
at htt p://www.nde.state.ne.us/Assessment/documents/AYPGuidance2008-09.pdf. The AYP 
status should be reviewed and the Department should be notified if there are questions or 
concerns. 

AYP questions should be directed to the Title I consultants or: 

Marilyn Peterson, Director, Federal Programs 
Phone: (402) 471-3504 or E-mail: marilyn.peterson@nebraska.gov 

C. State of the Schools Report - Fall 2009 

The State of the Schools Report will include a summary of statewide information plus 
individual district and building profiles. The following sections provide additional 
information. It will be available on the Nebraska Department of Education web site:  
www.nde.state.ne.us 

The State of the Schools Report will be released on October 5, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. CST 

• 	In addition, the State Report Card will include an aggregate of information about 
     Nebraska’s schools. 

• 	The Report Card will be available both in print and electronically. 

School District and Building Information 

District information will include the information about each public school district by 
district and by building. The data will include the following: 

• 	Narrative description of districts and buildings. 

• 	District and building improvement goals. 

• 	Student characteristics including students who move frequently (mobility),
    students who receive special education services, students who are learning the 
    English language, and students who receive free and reduced lunch. 

• 	Reports of student performance on reading and mathematics standards in the 
    elementary, middle and high school grades in 2008-09.  
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• 	Percentage of students included in the local assessment. 

• 	Reports of student results on the statewide writing assessment at the district and 
    individual building levels. 

• 	District Ratings on assessment quality and student performance. 

• 	Adequate Yearly Progress determinations.  

• 	English/Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics graduation requirements. 

• 	Graduation rate and follow-up. 

• 	ACT information. 

• 	School finance. 

• 	Teacher qualifications. 

• 	Teacher salaries. 

• 	Student attendance. 

• 	High school curriculum. 

• 	Special Education Improving Learning for Children with Disabilities (ILCD) data. 

State of the Schools Report Functions 

In recent years functions were added to State of the Schools. Current data is extensive but 
combining multiple data sources is time consuming and labor intensive.  The following 
features are accessible from the menu. 

1) 	District Profiles – will feature each district and will be accessible from the district 
menu. The profile will be a summary and condensed version of data sources:  

     district statistics, student performance results on Standards, Statewide Writing 
Assessment, results from national assessment instruments and AYP. 

2) 	Building Profiles – will be similar to the district profile, and the building 
profile will feature building statistics and student performance
 information specific to that building. 

3) 	A State Profile will be available including the same features as those in the 
     District Page.   

These profiles may be used as a state, district or building report card. 
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4) The Data Analysis Tool 

     This feature allows users of the web site to select up to five school districts or
 buildings for comparison on multiple data sources. Users may select the districts
 and the data sources they wish to compare, i.e. student enrollment, student
 performance, att endance, etc. 
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