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GORDON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, GORDON, NEBRASKA

For several years, Barbara Shald of Gordon, Nebraska—a town of about 1800 in the  northwestern part of the state--was aware of the need for a summer feeding program.  As a former school nurse, she knew plenty of children in the community received free and reduced price lunches during the school year, so she knew those same kids could use free meals in the summer.

Shald, who is now a recovery nurse at Gordon Memorial Hospital, approached Gladys Phemister, the CEO of the hospital, with her idea.

“Barbara told me how many kids were using the reduced and free lunch and breakfast programs during the school year, and I also wondered ‘What’s happening to these kids in the summertime?’  I was very concerned about it,” Phemister said.

Phemister knew the hospital could easily prepare meals for the children, but they would need a place to serve the food.

She approached the schools, which were unable to serve as the site, so she checked out a variety of other locations.  Finally, a conversation with the minister at the town’s First Presbyterian Church provided a possible solution.  Rev. Vonnie Blesman checked with her church board, and they agreed to serve as the site for summer lunches.

They hired one person to transport the food and oversee the program, and tapped a local volunteer group called “RSVP,” which provided two volunteers every day to help feed and supervise the kids.

About 30 to 40 children came to the church for lunch each day.

“It really went well,” Shald says.  “The community volunteers were so impressive.”

“As a hospital, part of our mission statement is to meet the needs of community.

I see good nutrition as part of health care, and kids can’t function at their highest level without good nutrition,” Phemister says.

“It wasn’t difficult at all.  In fact, it’s probably one of the easiest community programs we’ve done,” she added.

The Summer Food Service Program is administered by the USDA Food and Nutrition office and state departments of education.  To get more information about the program in Nebraska, contact Connie Stefkovich with the Nebraska Department of Education at 402-471-3566.

