UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FNS(CN) INSTRUCTION 783- 8

Food and Nutrition Service Rev.
Washington, D.C. 20250

ACTION BY: Regi onal O fices
State Agencies

Di stribution of USDA-donated Foods to School s,
Child Care Institutions, and Service |Institutions

I PURPGCSE

This Instruction clarifies the responsibilities of the Regional Ofices,
State Educational Agencies and State Distributing Agencies for distributing
USDA- donat ed foods for use in child nutrition prograns. This Instruction is
not applicable to the Child Care Food Programin States that elect cash in
lieu of commbdities under section 226.16(b) of the regul ations.

Il AUTHORI TY

A Section 250.8(a) of the regulations states, in part, that
"School s which participate in the National School Lunch Program under Part
210 of this chapter or the School Breakfast Program under Part 220 of this
chapter are eligible to receive cormmodities under section 416, section 32,
section 209, section 6, and section 14." Commodity only schools are eligible
to recei ve comodities purchased under sections 32, 416, 709, and sections 32
and 416 commoditi es purchased under section 14 authority.

B Section 250.6(g) of the regulations states, in part, that
"Distribution of cormopdities to schools, service institutions, and non-
residential child care institutions shall be nmade on the basis of the average
dai ly nunber of neals to be served which neet the nmeal type requirenents
prescribed in the regulations for the National School Lunch Program under
Part 210 ..., the School Breakfast Program under Part 220 ..., the Sumer
Food Service Program for Children under Part 225 ..., and the Child Care Food
Program under Part 226 of this chapter, respectively, as evidenced by
i nfornation provided by the adm nistering State agency or FNSRO by Septenber
of each year for schools and nonresidential child care institutions and by
June of each year for service institutions, and suppl emented subsequently as
necessary. Distribution of section 6 conmodities shall be linted to those
school s, service institutions, and nonresidential child care institutions
whi ch participate in such child nutrition prograns under this chapter."”
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C Section 210.14(d) of the regulations states, in part, that
"Information on schools eligible to receive food commdities avail able under
section 6 of the Act shall be prepared each year by the State agency with
acconpanying information on the average daily nunber of Type A lunches to be
served in such schools. This information shall be prepared as early as
practicable each fiscal year and forwarded no later than September 1 to the
agency of the State handling the distribution of section 6 commodities."

D *-Section 225.5(1) of the regulations states, in part, that "A
list of sponsors which are to receive food cormmpdities, with acconpanying
i nformati on on the average daily nunber of nmeals to be served by such
sponsors, shall be prepared not |ater than June 1 of each year by the
State agency. Such a list shall contain only the nanes of sponsors which
will prepare the neals to be served at their sites and the names of sponsors
whi ch have entered into an agreenent with a school or school district for
the preparation of neals to be served under the Program |If the State
agency is other than the agency of the State which handles the distribution
of food commodities donated by the Departnent, this information shal
be forwarded to the agency of the State which handl es the distribution of
donated conmodities."-*

E The legal authorities to distribute sections 6, 14, 32, 416,
and 709 commodities to the various child nutrition prograns are also found in
sections 6(a) and 6(e), 13(g), 14(a), and 17(e) of the National School Lunch
Act, as amended, and in section 8 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966, as
anmended.

11 ALLCCATI ON GUI DE

A State Distributing Agencies are expected to offer to each of
the respective child nutrition programs wthin each State an amount of
commodities comensurate in value to each programs per nmeal Ilevel of

commodi ty assistance provided by the USDA. Commpdities are to be allocated to
the extent possible to participating prograns based on the nunber of neals
served by each program which neet dietary requirenments prescribed by the
Secretary of Agriculture in Child Nutrition Regulations. A la carte |unches
are not to be counted as "neals."

B Al commodity allocations for the School Breakfast Program are
to be based on the number of breakfasts served. The types of food nade
avai |l abl e do not have to be those traditionally associated with a norning
neal .

C Schools, child care institutions and service institutions (as
redefined by Public Law 94-105) which participate in food service programns
under the National School Lunch Act, as anended, and the Child Nutrition Act,
as anended, are eligible to receive sections 6, 14, 32, 416, and 709 foods.
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v RESPONSI BI LI TI ES

A

The State Educational Agency, other State Agency, or Regiona

O fice, where applicable, shall

as follows:

Prepare lists of participating schools and institutions

a By Septenmber 1 of each year, a list of schools as
defined in section 210.2(0) of the regul ations, commodity
only schools as defined in section 210.2(c-2) of the

regul ations, and institutions as defined in section
226.2(p) of the regul ati ons which have been approved for
participation in the National School Lunch, the Schoo
Breakfast, Commodity Only and the Child Care Food Prograns.

b As soon as possible after the begi nning of each cal en-
dar year, but not later than June 1, a list of *-eligible
and approved Sunmer Food Service Program sponsors as defined
in section 225.5(1) of the regul ations.-*

Include the following information in each |ist:

a The nane and address of each eligible school
child care institution and service institution. Were
appl i cabl e, the agreenent nunber shoul d be specified.

b The types of program (i.e., National School Lunch
School Breakfast, Conmpdity Only, Child Care Food or
Sunmer Food Service Prograns) in which each eligible
reci pi ent agency participates.

c The casel oad factors (use estimates for newy
approved schools and institutions) as foll ows:

(1) The average daily nunber of |unches and the
average daily nunmber of breakfasts served during the
previ ous school year, by program in each school par-
ticipating in the National School Lunch or Schoo

Br eakfast Prograns. (Breakfast tabulation and |unch
tabul ati on shall be kept separate.)

(2) The average daily number of |unches neeting

program requi renents served in each comodity only
school during the nost recent 6-nonth period. (In-
clude paid, free and reduced price |lunches®)
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(3) The average daily number of |unches and suppers
served by each child care institution during the nost
recent 6-nmonth period.

(4) The total nunmber of neals and nmeal suppl enents
served by service institutions during the previous
sumer's operations.

3 Forward the lists of schools and child care institutions to
the State Distributing Agency, if other than the State Educational Agency, no
| ater than Septenmber 1, and forward the list of service institutions as soon
as possible in the new cal endar year, but no later than June 1

4 Update and forward |ists as necessary.
B The State Distributing Agency shall

Di stribute donated foods to eligible school districts, child care
institutions, and service institutions on an equitable basis, insofar as
practical, by:

1 Consi dering the nunmber of meals to be served which neet
program requi renents.

2 Using currently | egislated and/ or budgeted per neal val ues
for lunches and breakfasts in schools, |lunches and suppers in child care
institutions, and neals and neal supplenents in service institutions.

3 Consi dering requests for food substitution, whenever
practical and possible, to eligible recipient agencies with special dietary
restrictions and ethnic preferences which either prevent or enhance the
acceptance of certain foods because of religious, ethnic, cultural or other
reasons.

4 Consi dering inventory and storage capacities at schools
where distribution is nmade.

\Y COUNTS AND SUGGESTI ONS

We solicit your comrents and suggestions for inmprovenent. Contact the:

Di r ect or

Child Nutrition Division

Food and Nutrition Service

U S. Department of Agriculture
Washi ngt on, DC 20250

Sl

T RoyA1 sShipp
Administrator
Program Operxrations
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