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SkillsUSA NEBRASKA ANNOUNCES  
2011 COMPETITION WINNERS 

 
SkillsUSA Nebraska, a Nebraska Department of Education student organization, recognized award 
winners and elected new officers during its 2011 conference April 14 -1 6 in Hastings.   
 
About 1,400 people attended the conference, including 1,000 high school, college and technical 
education students and advisors. 
 
The following students were elected high school officers for 2011-2012: 
Kasina Heerten – Keya Paha County High School 
Ruth Roberts – Papillion-La Vista High School  
Konner Lamb – Louisville High School 
Ben Sedlacek – Gretna High School 
Alyssa Sleight – Seward High School 
Emily Heerten – Keya Paha County High School 
Crayton Noe – Seward High School 
 
The following students were elected College/Technical School officers for 2011-2012: 
Zach Pechacek – Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Elise DeMaranville – Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Luke Bailey – Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
Roger Campbell of Papillion-La Vista South High School was named Outstanding High School Advisor of 
the Year.  Carl Fielder of Metropolitan Community College in Omaha was named Outstanding 
College/Technical Advisor of the Year. 
 
Roger Campbell of Papillion-La Vista South High School and Ed Mills of Blair High School were elected to 
the SkillsUSA Nebraska Board of Directors. 
 
Students participated in 90 hands on skill and leadership contests. First place winners qualify for the 
SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Championships Conference, June 20-24, in Kansas City, 
Missouri.   
 
First, second and third place winners are:  

First place:          Seward High School, Team #2 
3-D Visualization & Animation 

Second place:     Seward High School, Team #1 
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Third place:         Lincoln North Star High School, Team #4 
 

First place:          Brent Eickhoff of Sterling High School 
Action Skills 

Second place:     Keith Meyer of Nebraska Unified District 1- Clearwater/Orchard  

First place:          Dane Stahr of Lincoln North Star High School 
Advertising Design 

Second place:     Ashley Leising of Seward High School 
Third place:         Morgan Ryan of Papillion-La Vista South High School  
 
Architectural Drafting 
First place:          Nathaniel Jensen of Seward High School 
Second place:     Benjamen Flowers of Conestoga High School 
Third place:         John Lawson of Platteview High School 
 
Architectural Drafting, C/T 
First place:          Rebecca Currington of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Second place:     Blake Harlow of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Third place:         Ian Monaghan of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
Automated Manufacturing Technology 
First place:          Platteview High School, Team #1 
 
Automated Manufacturing Technology, C/T 
First place:          Central Community College, Hastings, Team #1 
 
Automotive Refinishing 
First place:          Joel Meisinger of Weeping Water High School     
Second place:     Cameron Mizner of Keya Paha County High School 
Third place:         Jose Valenzuela of Career Center, Omaha 
 
Automotive Refinishing, C/T 
First place:          Brandon Fellers of Central Community College, Hastings 
Second place:     Kelsay Lay of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha  
Third place:         Keven Schmidt of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha        
 
Automotive Service Technology 
First place:          Randy Morrissey of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Second place:     Timothy Evans of Crofton High School 
Third place:         Jordan Enderle of North Platte High School 
 
Automotive Service Technology, C/T 
First place:          Caleb Dotzler of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Second place:     Adam Schroder of Southeast Community College, Lincoln  
Third place:         Aaron Butler of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
Basic Health Care Skills 
First place:          Alyssa Sleight of Seward High School 



Second place:     Caitlin Obenschain of Papillion-La Vista South High School 
         
Cabinetmaking 
First place:          Corey Johnson of Papillion-La Vista High School 
Second place:     Blake Barwick of Adams Central High School 
Third place:         Jason Gruhn of Platteview High School 
 
Cabinetmaking,  C/T 
First place:          Austin Kay of Wayne State College 
Second place:     Michael Bebout of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Third place:         Morgan Lambert of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
Carpentry 
First place:          Brandon Gawrych of Grand Island High School 
Second place:     Seth Gabriel of Bellevue West High School 
Third place:         Konner Lamb of Louisville High School 
 
Carpentry, C/T 
First place:          Todd Walz of Mid-Plains Community College, North Platte 
Second place:     Nathan Smith of Wayne State College     
Third place:         Corey Cruzan of Mid-Plains Community College, North Platte 
 
Chapter Business Procedure 
First place:          Keya Paha County High School, Team #3 
Second place:     Seward High School, Team #5 
 
Chapter Display 
First place:          Papillion-La Vista High School, Team #6 
Second place:     Columbus High School, Team #2 
Third place:         Raymond Central High School, #1 
 
CNC Milling 
First place:          Jordan Harper of Lincoln North Star High School 
 
CNC Milling, C/T 
First place:          Keith Faimon of Central Community College, Hastings 
Second place:     Kyle Brozek of Central Community College, Hastings 
 
CNC Turning Technology, C/T 
First place:          Beau Toben of Central Community College, Hastings 
Second place:     Travis Bankson of Central Community College, Hastings 
 
Collision Repair Technology 
First place:          Dillon Burklund of Raymond Central High School 
Second place:     Trevor Welchert of Platteview High School 
Third place:         David Borchers of Raymond Central High School 
 
 



Collision Repair Technology, CT 
First place:          Andy Bowser of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Second place:     Jacob Klingbeil of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Third place:         Shelby Rauscher of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
Commercial Baking 
First place:          Seth Hanna of Thedford High School 
Second place:     Ali Sutter of Millard Horizen High School 
Third place:         Samantha Hayek of Seward High School 
 
Community Service 
First place:          Adams Central High School, Team #2 
Second place:     Louisville High School, Team #1 
 
Computer Maintenance Technology 
First place:          Alex Bainter of Seward High School 
Second place:     Nick Ruff of Papillion-La Vista South High School  
 
Cosmetology 
First place:          Rebekah Spader of York High School 
Second place:     Alyssa Kenkel of Arlington High School 
Third place:         Aunbrea Zeleny of Wahoo High School 
 
Crime Scene Investigation 
First place:          Blair High School, Team #1 
Second place:     Seward High School, Team #2 
Third place:         Adams Central High School, Team #9 
 
Criminal Justice 
First place:          Nick Hayes of Sidney High School 
Second place:     Delano Lopez of Sidney High School 
Third place:         Cody Richardson of Seward High School 
 
Criminal Justice C/T 
First place:          Justin Neville of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
Culinary Arts 
First place:          Jessica Foreman of Millard Horizen High School   
Second place:     Matt Goering of Millard Horizen High School 
Third place:         Kane Adkisson of Omaha Career Center  
         
Customer Service 
First place:          Marie Zeitner of Bellevue West High School  
Second place:     Jourdan Persinger of Papillion-La Vista South High School 
Third place:         Nolan Leif of Raymond Central High School 
 
Diesel Equipment Technology 
First place:          David Stander of Weeping Water High School 



Second place:     Josh Stuart of Conestoga High School  
Third place:         Matt Kreber of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
Diesel Equipment Technology, C/T 
First place:          Andrew Ham of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Second place:     Seth Robinson of Central Community College, Hastings 
Third place:         Jared Cape of Central Community College, Hastings 
 
Electronics Technology 
First place:          Tyler Eisenmann of Madison High School 
Second place:     Trey Wolken of Madison High School 
 
Extemporaneous Speaking 
First place:          Paul Bauer of Ravenna High School 
Second place:     Shelby Behrendt of Ravenna High School 
Third place:         Alex Bainter of Seward High School 
 
Firefighting 
First place:          Tyrel Hernes of Arlington High School 
Second place:     Russell Wilke of Seward High School 
Third place:         Blake Carlsen of Bennington High School                
 
Firefighting, C/T 
First place:          Ryan Boetger of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
Second place:     Richard Schutt of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
Third place:         Taylor Fluent of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
 
First Aid/CPR 
First place:          Ruth Roberts of Papillion-La Vista High School 
Second place:     McKenzie Summerfield of Papillion-La Vista High School 
Third place:         Charles Hokanson of North Platte High School 
 
Food & Beverage Service 
First place:          Jen Yung Lee of North Star High School 
Second place:     Jackson Hug of Papillion-La Vista South High School 
Third place:         William Chamberlin of North Star High School  
 
Food & Beverage Service C/T 
First place:          Ryan Schwandt of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
Health Knowledge Bowl 
First place:          Seward High School, Team #1 
Second place:     Papillion-La Vista High School, Team #6 
Third place:         Louisville High School, Team #4 
 
Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning & Refrigeration, C/T 
First place:          Andrew Beckman of Northeast Community College, Norfolk 
Second place:     Jordan Prusha of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 



 
Industrial Motor Control, C/T 
First place:          Richard Jensen of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Second place:     Brian Jemison of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Third place:         Luke Bailey of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
Job Interview 
First place:          Phillip Sweet of Papillion-La Vista High School 
Second place:     Riley Krizek of Lincoln North Star High School 
Third place:         Mark Chramosta of Ravenna High School 
 
Job Interview C/T 
First place:          Mario Garcia of Central Community College, Hastings 
Second place:     Rebecca Currington of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Third place:         Zach Moeller of Central Community College, Hastings 
 
Job Skill Demo A 
First place:          Crayton Noe of Seward High School 
Second place:     Darrin Pecka of Raymond Central High School 
Third place:         Jenna Elson of Sterling High School 
 
Job Skill Demo Open 
First place:          Derek Van Heek of Crofton High School 
Second place:     Phillip Sweet of Papillion-La Vista High School 
Third place:         Kristin Marshalek of Raymond Central High School 
 
Major Appliance Technology 
First place:          Kevin Sturm of Southeast Community College, Milford  
Second place:     Rod Getting of Southeast Community College, Milford 
Third place:         Phillip Ham of Southeast Community College, Milford      
 
Masonry 
First place:          Dominic Pederson of Crofton High School  
Second place:     Willy Zeleny of Gretna High School 
Third place:         Garrett Irvine of Ravenna High School 
 
Mechatronics 
First place:          Columbus High School, Team #2 
Second place:     Millard South High School, Team #3 
Third place:         Conestoga High School, Team #1 
 
Mechatronics 
First place:          Metropolitan Community College, Omaha, Team #500 
 
Medical Assisting 
First place:          Karlee Bourke of Seward High School 
Second place:     Seth Lewis of Seward High School 
Third place:         Megan Steskal of Nebraska Unified District 1-Clearwater/Orchard 



 
Medical Math 
First place:          Billy Kienke of Keya Paha County High School      
 
Mobile Electronics Installation 
First place:                Luke Gillespie of Bellevue West High School 
Second place:     Austin Diver of Louisville High School 
 
 
Mobile Robotics Technology 
First place:                Papillion-La Vista High School, Team #1 
Second place:     Sutherland High School, Team #6 
Third place:         Millard South High School, Team #2 
 
Motorcycle Technology 
First place:                Sydney Gard of Omaha Career Center 
Second place:     Taylor Brooks of Columbus High School 
Third place:         Kaleb Sermeno of Seward High School 
 
Motorcycle Technology, CT 
First place:          Dean Amundson of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
Second place:     Marcus Noonan of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
Third place:         Jed Jennings of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
 
Nurse Assisting 
First place:          Allie Maeder of Papillion-La Vista South High School 
Second place:     Vicky Korth of Adams Central High School 
 
Opening & Closing Ceremonies 
First place:          North Platte High School, Team #1  
Second place:     Norris High School, Team #5 
Third place:         North Platte High School, Team #2 
 
Photography 
First place:          Katelyn Rowan of Papillion-La Vista South High School 
Second place:     Nicole Eagin of Papillion-La Vista South High School 
Third place:             Sarah Connell of Keya Paha County High School 
 
Photography C/T 
First place:          Jordan Johanek of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
Plumbing 
First place:                Tucker Sjogren of Louisville High School 
Second place:      Jake Guenther of Crofton High School  
Third place:         Tyler Payne of Louisville High School 
 
Plumbing, C/T 
First place:                Matthew Greenwood of Mid-Plains Community College, North Platte 



 
Power Equipment Technology 
First place:          Brian Andersen of Gretna High School 
Second place:     Deryk Wortmann of Crofton High School 
Third place:         Zachary Schacht of Fairbury High School 
 
Precision Machining Technology 
First place:          Alex Potter of York High School 
Second place:     Trevor Nelson of Millard South High School 
Third place:         Matt Goering of Millard South High School            
 
 
Precision Machining Tech, C/T 
First place:          Jon Zabel of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
Second place:     Alex Dirks of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
Third place:         Hiep Le of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
 
Prepared Speech 
First place:          Crayton Noe of Seward High School 
Second place:     Clarissa Weers of Papillion-La Vista South High School 
Third place:         Bryce Van Velson of Seward High School  
 
Preschool Teaching 
First place:          Chloe Langford of Papillion-La Vista South High School  
Second place:     Haley Johnson-Jones of Louisville High School 
Third place:         Meghan Gifford of Seward High School 
 
Promotional Bulletin Board 
First place:          Keya Paha County High School, Team #4 
Second place:     York High School, Team #10 
Third place:         Papillion-La Vista South High School, Team #13 
         
Quiz Bowl 
First place:          Seward High School, Team #1 
Second place:     Adams Central High School, Team #8 
Third place:         Lincoln North Star High School, Team #15 
 
Related Technical Math 
First place:          Chase Wurdeman of Seward High School 
Second place:     Mason Zheng of Millard South High School 
Third place:         Bowen Ni of Lincoln North Star High School 
 
Residential Wiring 
First place:          Kyle Schlehuber of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Second place:     Travis Poppe of Crofton High School 
Third place:         Brent Jackson of Millard North High School 
 
Residential Wiring, C/T 



First place:          Chris Waszgis of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Second place:     Michael Janousek of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha  
Third place:         Brian McDonald Jr. of Central Community College, Hastings 
 
Sheet Metal 
First place:          Alex Hansen of North Platte High School 
 
Sheet Metal C/T 
First place:          Justin Criss of Northeast Community College, Norfolk 
 
Team Works 
First place:          York High School, Team #4 
Second place:     Crofton High School, Team #6 
Third place:         Bennington High School, Team #2 
 
Team Works, C/T 
First place:          Metropolitan Community College, Omaha, Team #502 
Second place:     Mid-Plains Community College, North Platte, Team #501 
Third place:         Wayne State College, Team #503 
 
Technical Computer Application 
First place:          Josh George of Seward High School 
Second place:    Bret Belter of Louisville High School 
Third place:         Colby Smith of Louisville High School 
 
Technical Drafting 
First place:           Erin Helmberger of Papillion-La Vista High School  
Second place:     Connor Dahlke of Lincoln Southwest High School 
Third place:         Sam Buller of Lincoln North Star High School 
 
Technical Drafting, C/T 
First place:          Joshua Thom of Central Community College, Hastings 
Second place:     Robert Staab of Central Community College, Hastings 
 
Telecommunications Cabling 
First place:          Dan Murphy of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
TV/Video Production 
First place:          Sutherland High School, Team #2 
Second place:     Seward High School, Team #1 
 
TV/Video Production, C/T 
First place:          Metropolitan Community College, Omaha, Team #501 
Second place:     Metropolitan Community College, Omaha, Team #500 
 
Web Design 
First place:          Seward High School, Team #1 
Second place:     Crofton High School, Team #2 



 
Welding Champion Secondary 
First place:          Landon Hunt of North Platte High School 
Second place:     Landon Frederick of Sutherland High School 
Third place:         Nicholas Piercy of Millard North High School 
 
Welding Champion, C/T 
First place:          Daniel Stalder of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
Second place:     Brandon Vernon of Southeast Community College, Lincoln 
Third place:         John Butler of Southeast Community College, Milford 
 
Welding Fabrication 
First place:          North Platte High School, Team #1 
Second place:     Louisville High School, Team #8 
Third place:         Arlington High School, Team #14 
 
Welding Fabrication, C/T 
First place:          Southeast Community College, Lincoln, Team #500 
Second place:    Central Community College, Hastings, Team #501 
 
Welding Sculpture 
First place:          Christy Bowers of North Platte High School 
Second place:     Cassie Voss of Arlington High School 
 
Welding Sculpture, C/T 
First place:          Elliott Urbonski of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
 
 
STATE ONLY CONTESTS: 
State Architectural Blueprint Reading-High School Division 
First place:          Noah Thelen of Papillion-La Vista High School 
Second place:     Dillon Dodson of Sidney High School 
Third place:         Jamy Sparano of Papillion-La Vista High School 
 
State Automotive Parts-High School Division 
First place:          Nicholas Carlisle of Papillion-La Vista High School 
 
State Automotive Parts-College/Technical Division 
First place:          Zach Moeller of Central Community College, Hastings 
Second place:     Mario Garcia of Central Community College, Hastings 
Third place:         LeRoy Gray of Mid-Plains Community College, North Platte 
 
State Bridge Building JR 
First place:          Zach Heitkamp of Syracuse High School 
Second place:     Carl Heinicke of Seward High School 
Third place:         Zachary Bruick of Seward High School  
 
State Bridge Building SR 



First place:          Jeffrey Hofer of Ft. Callhoun High School 
Second place:     Aaron Beckler of Seward High School 
Third place:         T.J. Goepfert of Syracuse High School 
 
State Cabinetmaking 
First place:                Eric Sjuts of Madison High School 
Second place:     Skyler Bagnell of North Platte High School  
Third place:         Blake Barwick of Adams Central High School 
 
State Extemporaneous Speech 
First place:                Clarissa Weers of Papillion-La Vista High School  
Second place:     Cale Miller of Seward High School 
Third place:         Allison Leising of Seward High School 
 
State Job Interview 
First place:          Christina Tran of Papillion-La Vista High School 
Second place:     Carissa Leffler of Papillion-La Vista South High School 
Third place:         Megan Behlen of Seward High School 
 
State Job Skill Demonstration 
First place:          Harold Hodges of Ft. Calhoun High School 
Second place:     Kaila Frank of Papillion-La Vista High School 
Third Place:         JD Issac of Raymond Central High School  
 
State Metric 500 JR 
First place:          Michael Jonas of Wahoo High School  
Second place:     Colt Johannsen of Louisville High School 
Third place:         Austin Schwisow of Fairbury High School 
 
State Metric 500 SR 
First place:          Nick Stokey of North Platte High School 
Second place:    Calvin Bartos of Keya Paha County High School 
Third place:        Kade Folchert of North Platte High School  
 
State Mousetrap Vehicles JR 
First place:          Jenni Cook of Keya Paha County High School 
Second place:     Trevor Ferguson of Keya Paha County High School 
Third place:         Jacob Newburn of Seward High School  
 
State Mousetrap Vehicles SR 
First place:          Jess Swan of Keya Paha County High School 
Second place:    Nick Mahr of Sidney High School 
Third place:         Cameron Mizner of Keya Paha County High School 
 
State Opening & Closing 
First place:          Louisville High School, Team #1 
Second place:    Adams Central High School, Team #2 
 



State National T-Shirt Design 
First place:          Lauren Buchholz of Syracuse High School 
Second place:     Brett Shaw of Seward High School 
Third place:         Jenni Cook of Keya Paha County High School 
 
State Pin Design Contest 
First place:          Dario Gonzalez of Seward High School 
Second place:     Emily Thrailkill of Seward High School 
Third place:         Kristin Marshalek of Raymond Central High School 
 
State Only Prepared Speech 
First place:          Sierra Wignall of Seward High School 
Second place:     Kennedy Sloan of Seward High School 
Third place:         Lauren Walz of Seward High School 
 
State Research & Development 
First place:          Papillion-La Vista High School, Team #2 
Second place:    Papillion-La Vista High School, Team #3 
 
State T- Shirt Design  
First place:          Lauren Buchholz of Syracuse High School 
Second place:     Darrin Pecka of Raymond Central High School 
Third place:         Bell Tantrasadetee of Keya Paha County High School 
 
State Technical Team Problem Solving 
First place:          Wahoo High School, Team #30 
Second place:     Millard South High School, Team #32 
Third place:         Sutherland High School, Team #31 
 
State Technical Team Problem Solving, C/T 
First place:          Southeast Community College, Milford, Team #501 
Second place:     Central Community College, Hastings, Team #500 
Third place:         Southeast Community College, Lincoln, Team #502 
 
State Welding, GMAW 
First place:          Tony Neumann of Metropolitan Community College, Omaha 
Second place:     Chance Bracht of South Sioux City High School 
Third place:         Jefferson Janssen of Adams Central High School 
 
State Welding, GTAW 
First place:          Dalton Thomlison of North Platte High School 
Second place:     Nicholas Piercy of Millard North High School 
Third place:         Andy Schmitz of North Platte High School 
 
State Welding, OAW 
First place:          Josh Crankshaw of North Platte High School 
Second place:     Garrett Holscher of North Platte High School 
Third place:         Landon Hunt of North Platte High School 



 
State Welding, SMAW 
First place:          Andrea Bierman of Millard North High School 
Second place:    Landon Frederick of Sutherland High School 
Third place:        Dayne Pluta of Millard North High School 
 


