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NEBRASKA STUDENTS CONTINUE TO IMPROVE
IN READING, MATHEMATICS, WRITING, SCIENCE

Nebraska students continue to show incremental improvement in reading, mathematics,
writing and science, according to the new State of the Schools Report released today by the
Nebraska Department of Education.

The State of the Schools Report shows that 89 percent to 93 percent of all students statewide
are proficient on state standards. The report is available at www.nde.state.ne.us or
http://reportcard.nde.state.ne.us/Main/Home.aspx. The results are based on locally-developed
assessments that measure performance on standards at certain grade levels, generally, at
grades three through eight and the 11 grade.

Student achievement has improved consistently and incrementally over the years. Trend data,
comparing the results by subject from the first year students were assessed to 2008-09,
showed:

e 93 percent of Nebraska students proficient in reading, compared to 75 percent in 2000-

01.

e 92 percent proficient in mathematics, compared to 74 percent in 2001-02.

e 93 percent proficient in writing, compared to 73 percent in 2001-02.

e 89 percent proficient in science, compared to 87 percent in 2007-08.

Educators attribute the improvement to teachers focusing their instruction on the state
standards.

Federal accountability results under No Child Left Behind also were released today, including
data showing that 20 Title | schools and one district were designated as needing improvement
because they did not meet Adequate Yearly Progress goals of 80 percent or more students
proficient in specific subjects for two consecutive years. Title | schools serve a high percentage
of students living in low-income families. Twenty-nine non-title schools also were considered
needing improvement.
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When looking at how well students and their schools perform, multiple state and national
assessment results should be considered, said Nebraska Education Commissioner Roger Breed,
noting that all that information is now available on the State of the Schools Report.

Breed encouraged parents, community leaders and others to look at performance on national
results, specifically, standardized tests, ACT college entrance exams and the National
Assessment of Educational Progress data as well as state level results.

At first glance, the data show Nebraska students performing well, overall. However, when you
drill down into the data, you find gaps among the achievement levels of groups of students that
need attention.

Nebraska schools must continue to work to improve the performance of all students, Breed
said, while increasing the rigor of our state standards. The goal, he said, is for all Nebraska
students to be career- and college-ready when they graduate high school.

“Schools alone cannot get the job done,” Breed said. “To make it happen, schools must have
the support of Nebraska communities, businesses and families.”

In 2008-09, 38 percent of Nebraska’s approximately 292,000 public school students lived in low-
income families, 6 percent were learning English for the first time in school, 15 percent had
special education needs and 12 percent moved in or out of schools frequently.

For detailed information on state results as well as data for school districts and individual
buildings, visit the 2008-2009 State of the Schools Report on the Nebraska Department of
Education homepage at: www.nde.state.ne.us or
http://reportcard.nde.state.ne.us/Main/Home.aspx.
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