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FOUR NEBRASKA BUSINESS OWNERS RECOGNIZED
BY VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES

Four Nebraska business owners who received assistance from Vocational Rehabilitation were recognized today for their
success.

The following business owners received the 2009 Entrepreneur of Distinction award:

e Renae Tollman Jones, owner of Renae’s Custom Boots in Crawford. Tollman Jones opened her business in
January 2008 and has doubled the number of orders at her custom boot making and repair business during the
first half of this year.

e Daniele Williams, owner of Daniele’s BodySole in Lincoln. Williams established her business in 2006 and through
hostess parties and a website has steadily increased her party bookings this spring and summer. Her clothing
business offers lingerie, loungewear and footwear to meet the needs of plus-sized women.

e Tami Pierce, owner of Tag-A-Long Tami’s Pilot Service in Grand Island. Pierce began providing vehicles to escort
oversized truckloads in 2003. The vehicles are equipped to lead or follow trucks with oversized loads across
country from the Canadian border to Texas. She plans to expand her service into Canada.

e Vern Roso, owner of Upholstery Rescue in Lincoln. Roso has experienced a significant growth in the number of
clients using his upholstery service that includes on-site repair and the reupholster and repair of commercial
furniture.

Vocational Rehabilitation helps people with disabilities find work and live independently in their communities. Self-
employment is one of the options Vocational Rehabilitation offers its clients.

“When given an opportunity through the Vocational Rehabilitation Self-Employment program, the award recipients
were able to develop and implement solid business plans and have been successful even during these tough economic
times,” said Frank Lloyd, director of Vocational Rehabilitation. The business owners were selected by the Nebraska State
Rehabilitation Council in recognition of their entrepreneurial spirit and outstanding business success.

Lloyd, Nebraska Economic Development Director Richard Baier and Abilities Fund Program Manager Christine Hess
spoke today at a news conference in Lincoln to recognize the success of the award winners.

The 2009 Entrepreneur of Distinction awards highlight the successful partnership between Nebraska Vocational
Rehabilitation and the Abilities Fund. Vocational Rehabilitation offers individualized programs to help people with
disabilities find employment consistent with their interests, priorities, strengths, talents and choices. Vocational
Rehabilitation is a division of the Nebraska Department of Education.
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