2009 HONORS SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ANNOUNCED

Forty Nebraska high school graduates have been named Nebraska Honors Scholarship winners and 118
college students will have their scholarships renewed for another year, according to the Nebraska
Department of Education.

This year Nebraska received $237,000 in new federal funds for disbursement to selected scholars. Each
winner will receive a $1,500 scholarship to help pay for their college education. Depending on future
Congressional appropriations, this scholarship may be renewed three times.

Winners were selected using criteria established by a panel of educators from high schools and colleges
in Nebraska. Under federal regulations, the criteria must emphasize academic achievement and promise
and ensure equitable geographic distribution of awards. In addition, Nebraska’s selection process
primarily considers student ACT scores. The 2009 new Nebraska Honors Scholarship recipients are:

Thomas Belatti
Creighton Preparatory School, Omaha
Hometown: Omaha

Erin Borchers
Skutt Catholic High School, Omaha
Hometown: Omaha

Ben Breckbill
Lincoln Northeast High School, Lincoln
Hometown: Lincoln

Aaron Brodersen
Cedar Catholic High School, Hartington
Hometown: Hartington

Hans Christensen
Johnson-Brock High School, Johnson
Hometown: Johnson

Christopher Dessonville
Brownell-Talbot High School, Omaha
Hometown: Omaha

Natasha Dodge
Arnold High School, Arnold
Hometown: Callaway

Natasha Doty
Lincoln East High School, Lincoln
Hometown: Lincoln



Will Drevo
Crete High School, Crete
Hometown: Crete

Daniel Filsinger
Clearwater High School, Clearwater
Hometown: Clearwater

Lance Glunz
Perkins County High School, Grant
Hometown: Grant

Nicholas Graef
Lincoln East High School, Lincoln
Hometown: Hickman

Huan He
North Platte High School, North Platte
Hometown: North Platte

James Higgins
Beatrice High School, Beatrice
Hometown: Pickrell

Kalissa Holdcraft
Crete High School, Crete
Hometown: Crete

lan Hoppe
Wahoo High School, Wahoo
Hometown: Colon

Bilal Kamal
Lincoln Southwest High School, Lincoln
Hometown: Lincoln

Jordan Klimek
Burwell Jr.-Sr. High School, Burwell
Hometown: Burwell

Michael Klinginsmith
Kearney Catholic High School, Kearney
Hometown: Kearney

Michael Konicek
Clarkson High School, Clarkson
Hometown: Clarkson



Benjamin Kotopka
Pius X High School, Lincoln
Hometown: Lincoln

Matthew Kreutzer
Holdrege High School, Holdrege
Hometown: Holdrege

Katie McKeon
Chadron High School, Chadron
Hometown: Chadron

Joe-Ann Moser
Millard North High School, Omaha
Hometown: Omaha

Lauren Nelson
Millard South High School, Omaha
Hometown: Omaha

Reanna Nicholsen
Millard South High School, Omaha
Hometown: Omaha

Cara Nickolaus
Lincoln Northeast High School, Lincoln
Hometown: Lincoln

Samantha Overturf
Sutton High School, Sutton
Hometown: Sutton

Megan Pattison
Grand Island Northwest High School, Grand Island
Hometown: Grand Island

Molly Peck
McCook Senior High School, McCook
Hometown: McCook

Emily Pernicek
Sandy Creek Jr.-Sr. High School, Fairfield
Hometown: Hastings

Courtney Powers
Lincoln Southwest High School, Lincoln
Hometown: Lincoln



Michael Sambol
Skutt Catholic High School, Omaha
Hometown: Omaha

Jason Schubauer
Valentine High School, Valentine
Hometown: Valentine

Sandra Shedd
Scottsbluff High School, Scottsbluff
Hometown: Scottsbluff

Katelyn Vrtiska
Millard North High School, Omaha
Hometown: Omaha

Luke Weitkemper
Mount Michael Benedictine HS, Elkhorn
Hometown: Omaha

Logan White
Creighton Prep, Omaha
Hometown: Omaha

Marcus Winter
Elmwood-Murdock High School, Murdock
Hometown: EImwood

Paul Yarabe
Lincoln Southwest High School, Lincoln
Hometown: Lincoln

These scholarships are funded by the federal government under a program, the Robert C. Byrd Honors
Scholarship Program, which began in 1987 to recognize the top senior scholars in the nation.



