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90 PERCENT OF NEBRASKA STUDENTS MEET
READING, MATHEMATICS STANDARDS, SCORES UP
SLIGHTLY

e STUDENT PERFORMANCE ON SCIENCE STANDARDS RELEASED FOR THE FIRST TIME.

Ninety percent of Nebraska students are meeting or exceeding state reading and mathematics
standards, according to new data released today by the Nebraska Department of Education.

Additional information in the 2007-08 State of the Schools Report showed that 87 percent of
Nebraska students are meeting science standards. The State of the Schools Report is available
at www.nde.state.ne.us or www.reportcard.nde.state.ne.us.

Composite results showed student achievement in reading improved from 89 percent meeting
or exceeding standards last year to 90 percent this year. In mathematics, student performance
improved from 88 percent last year to 90 percent meeting or exceeding standards.

Student performance on science standards was released for the first time showing that 87
percent of the students in grades four or five, eight and 11 are meeting or exceeding standards.

Other new features this year include student results at additional grades for reading and
mathematics. School districts reported student achievement for grades three, five, six and
seven. In past years, results were reported for only grades four, eight and 11. Student
performance results are also available for student groups by poverty, gender, migrant
education and by race and ethnicity.

In 2007-08, 37 percent of Nebraska students lived in low-income families, 7 percent were
learning English for the first time in school, 15 percent had special education needs and 12
percent moved in or out of schools frequently.

Overall, student achievement has improved consistently and incrementally over the years.
Since 2000-01, reading scores have improved from 75 percent proficient to 90 percent
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proficient. Mathematics scores increased from 74 percent meeting or exceeding standards in
2001-02 to 90 percent.

Educators have attributed the improvement to teachers focusing their instruction on the state
standards as well as new initiatives such as increasing access to early childhood education to
meet the needs of at-risk young children.

For detailed information on state results as well as data for school districts and individual
buildings, visit the 2007-2008 State of the Schools Report on the Nebraska Department of
Education homepage at: www.nde.state.ne.us or www.reportcard.nde.state.ne.us
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