American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)

Title | Waivers

The USDE has released draft Waiver guidance for Title | involving ARRA funds, carryover limitations, and
certain NCLB requirements for schools and districts in Needs Improvement. This is notice that the
Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) will be applying for the waivers for the State and this means
that districts can only apply to NDE to request a waiver. The DRAFT Title I, Part A Waiver Guidance is
now available at: http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/programs.html.

ARRA ESEA Consolidated Applications

We have been told the ARRA Title Il, Part D (Technology) allocations and instructions should arrive by
next week. This delay, by USDE, in providing some extra time for the ARRA ESEA Title | applications to
be approved. As of today, there were still a few applications that were Returned for Changes and not
resubmitted. Remember, 100% of the ARRA ESEA Consolidated (Title 1) applications must be approved
before the ARRA ESEA Title Il, Part D applications, in the form of an amendment to the ARRA

ESEA Consolidated application, can be created.

NSSRS/CDC

Title | Paraprofessional Data

NCLB requires all educational paraprofessionals in Title | Schoolwide Projects and all Title | funded
paraprofessionals in Targeted Assisted Programs to meet the NCLB highly qualified requirements. The
internal audit of the data reported in the Nebraska Student and Staff Record System (NSSRS) Staff
template indicate that either data were not reported correctly or there are paraprofessionals that need
to take one of the available assessments to become qualified in order for districts to remain in
compliance. Please review the data submitted and prepare to resubmit during the August 3 - 14 open
window in NSSRS if needed or see the requirements and other information on the NCLB homepage at:
http://www.nde.state.ne.us/federalprograms/TITLEl/paraprofessional.htm

AYP Appeals and Requests to Change Data

The preliminary AYP decision for the 2009-10 school year, based on 2008-09 results, are available for
districts to review at the “Preview State of the Schools Report 2008-09” (accessed through the Portal
under the Data Collections tab). Districts are also receiving individual email notices of any identified

Title I schools or districts.

AYP Appeals are only to address concerns about the process of the AYP decisions. Requests to Change
Data are for missing or incorrect data. Both must be submitted to the Assessment Office by July 30. See
chart below. Instructions for submitting AYP Appeals and Request to change Data are found on the AYP
Audit screens of the Preview state of the Schools Report 2008-09.

Position Open

NDE is currently advertising for an additional staff person to assist districts with follow-up on drop-out
and completer data, cohort data, etc. Additional information is available at:
http://www.nde.state.ne.us/HR/currentopenings.htm (Position 013-09026).

NSSRS/CDC Calendar for 2008-09 Year-End Reporting and the State of the Schools Report

June 1-June 30 | e The new SOSR Preview will be available
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Districts can preview data the day after it is submitted

Districts can resubmit data without NDE approval

AYP results are displayed as soon as the writing results are available
(hopefully before June 30)

NDE program staff begin auditing data that is submitted

June 30

Due date for all data submissions in NSSRS and CDC

July 1-July 30

Districts review data, including AYP decisions, on the SOSR

District submit AYP Appeals and Requests to Change Data

NDE approves Appeals and Requests

NDE staff audit data and contact districts that need to change data
or submit data

NSSRS is closed to districts (upgrades installed)

August 3 — August
14

NSSRS open to districts to resubmit data related to approved
Requests to Change Data

August 24 NSSRS opens for submission of Fall 2009-10 data

October 5 SOSR is open to the public with AYP results but no NCLB qualified
teacher data

October NCLB Qualified data is available on the SOSR Preview site

Districts submit Requests to Change Data if needed

November 2 - 13

NSSRS is open for submission of 2008-09 data for dropouts

November 18

NCLB Qualified Data is added to the public SOSR (the SOSR Preview
is closed)




