
August 15, 2008 
 
 
State of the Schools Report 
 
The State of the Schools Report will open at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, August 18, 2008 for a preview window 
open only to districts.  It will close at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, August 29, 2008. The State of the Schools Report 
for preview will be found on the NDE portal (portal.nde.state.ne.us) under the tab marked “Data 
Collections” as “Student Performance Reporting System 2007 (STARS)”. 
 
 
During this preview window, districts are urged to review all available data and decisions.  Attached are 
instructions for a Request to Change Data or submitting an AYP Appeal.  Any request or appeal must be 
submitted following these instructions and must be submitted by September 19, 2008. 
 
NOTE: AYP decisions in this Preview window of the State of the Schools Report are to be considered 
preliminary for any district with unresolved validation errors in the data related to assessment, enrollment, 
full academic year (FAY) etc., or students not reported within the grade spans of the building.  By next 
week, these districts will receive a written notice specifying what needs to be addressed.  In some cases, a 
letter of explanation will be sufficient.  For example, students were promoted in mid-year.  Some errors will 
only be resolved through changing data, such as having FAY for Reading but not FAY for Math.  As noted 
above, the explanations and request or appeals are due by September 19th. All issues and appeals must be 
resolved before AYP decisions are final.  Since the portfolio ratings are part of the AYP formula, any appeals 
must also be resolved by September 19th. 
 
NSSRS 
 
The Fall 2008-2009 NSSRS collection window opened August 11. 
 
Updated Post School Survey template instruction manual (version 1.1.0) is now available on the NSSRS 
Documents web page ( www.nde.state.ne.us/nssrs/Documents.htm).  An itemized list of changes can be 
found in the “Change Summary” in Appendix A. 
 
Updated NSSRS 2008-2009 NSSRS Template Calendar is available on the NSSRS Calendar web page 
(www.nde.state.ne.us/nssrs/Calendar.htm), which now lists the Post School Survey template being 
collected during the 
2008-2009 Year-end collection. 
 
Updated Staff templates instruction manual (version 3.0.1) is now available on the NSSRS Documents web 
page ( www.nde.state.ne.us/nssrs/Documents.htm).  Subject Area [Staff Assignment:Subject Code (17)] 
value of 24 "Diversified Occupations" is no longer valid for 2008-2009. 
 
NSSRS Desktop Database (version 4.0) is now available on the NSSRS Secured Information website accessed 
via the NDE Portal.  This version is updated for 2008-2009 and supports the new Post School Survey and 
Special Education Snapshot templates. 
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