
Understanding the 

    Nebraska Career Education Model 

• Agribusiness Systems• Animal Systems
• Environmental Service Systems• Food Products and Processing Systems• Natural Resources Systems• Plant Systems

• Power, Structural, and Technical Systems

• Biotechnology Research and Development• Diagnos�c Services
• Health Informa�cs 
• Suppor�ve Services
• Therapeu�c Services

• Audio/Video Technology and Film• Journalism and Broadcas�ng• Performing Arts       
• Prin�ng Technology
• Telecommunica�ons         • Visual Arts

• Engineering and Technology• Science and Math

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathema�cs

• Facility and Mobile Equipment Maintenance• Health, Safety, and Environmental Management• Logis�cs Planning and Management Services    • Sales and Services
• Transporta�on Opera�ons    • Transporta�on/Systems Infrastructure       Planning, Management, and Regula�ons• Warehousing and Distribu�on Center Opera�ons

Transporta�on, 
Distribu�on and Logis�cs

• Health, Safety, and Environmental Assurance• Logis�cs and Inventory Control    • Manufacturing Produc�on Process Development • Maintenance, Installa�on, and Repair• Produc�on    
• Quality Assurance

Manufacturing

• Construc�on
• Design and Pre-construc�on• Maintenance and Opera�ons

Architecture and
Construc�on

Health Sciences

Law, Public Safety,
Correc�ons, and Security

• Correc�on Services
• Emergency and Fire     Management Services• Law Enforcement Services• Legal Services

• Security and Protec�ve Services

Educa�on
and Training

• Administra�on and Administra�ve Support • Professional Support Services• Teaching/Training

• Foreign Service    
• Governance
• Na�onal Security    
• Planning
• Public Management     and Administra�on
• Regula�on    
• Revenue and Taxa�on

Government and
Public Administra�on

• Consumer Services
• Counseling and Mental Health Services• Early Childhood Development and Services• Family and Community Services• Personal Care Services

Human Services

Agriculture, Food, 
and Natural Resources

Marke�ng

• Marke�ng Communica�ons• Marke�ng Management• Marke�ng Research
• Merchandising
• Professional Selling

• Accoun�ng
• Banking Services
• Business Finance
• Securi�es and Investments• Insurance

Finance

Business Management
and Administra�on

• Administra�ve Services• Business Informa�on Management• Opera�ons Management• Human Resources Management• Management

• Lodging
• Recrea�on, Amusements, and A�rac�ons• Restaurants and Food and Beverage Services• Travel and Tourism

Hospitality and
Tourism

Arts, A/V Technology,
and Communica�ons

• Informa�on Support and Services• Network Systems
• Programming and So­ware Development • Web and Digital Communica�ons

Informa�on
Technology
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NEBRASKA CAREER EDUCATION is depicted by 
the NCE model, a visual map of career fields, career 
clusters, and career pathways.  The NCE model 
organizes the sixteen National Career Clusters into six 
broad sectors of entrepreneurship and employment: 

•	 Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources
•	 Business, Marketing and Management
•	 Communication and Information Systems
•	 Health Sciences
•	 Human Sciences and Education 
•	 Skilled and Technical Sciences

These fields break down into more specific Career 
Clusters, Pathways and Occupational Specialties.  
The NCE model provides a way for:

•	 Students to explore the diversity of career 
options available to them

•	 Students to begin to prepare for their career 
with plans for secondary and postsecondary 
education

•	 Schools to organize curriculum into 
Programs of Study that prepare students for 
opportunities in Nebraska’s economy
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     Academic Core |  
College and Career Readiness
At the center of the NCE Model is the expectation 
for all students to develop a solid academic core.  
The subsequent ring identifies specific college 
and career readiness standards and practices that 
prepare students for success in postsecondary 
education as well as entrepreneurship and 
employment. 

     Career Fields
The six career fields represent broad sectors of 
the job market on which students may choose to 
focus. 

     Career Clusters
Each career field is composed of career clusters. 
The clusters are more specific segments of 
the labor market. Each cluster is a grouping of 
careers that focus on similar subjects or similar 
skills. A basic understanding and exploration of 
each of the clusters will provide students with a 
solid foundation for career decision-making to 
conceptualize the entire world of work. 

     Career Pathways
Listed below each cluster, career pathways 
(indicated with red bullets) further define the 
specific types of career opportunities within the 
cluster. Each career pathway within a cluster 
requires mastery of a more specific set of 
knowledge and skills related to that pathway.

     Career Specialties  
(not shown)
Career Specialties (not shown on the model) are 
the specific occupations or job titles within a 
cluster and pathway. With changes in technology, 
the labor market, and international economy, new 
job titles will be created while others decline or 
disappear.

     Employability and 
Entrepreneurship
Career education provides the opportunity to gain 
the knowledge and skills for both employment 
AND entrepreneurship.  The reality for Nebraska 
and the United States is that entrepreneurship will 
help ensure our economic growth and vitality. By 
infusing entrepreneurship competencies, career 
education is helping to create the next generation 
of America’s innovators and entrepreneurs.
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