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001 General Provisions.

001.01 Statutory Authority. This Chapter is adopted pursuant to the Career
Education Partnership Act, Scctions 79-763 to 79-768 of the Revised Statutes of
Nebraska (R.R.S.) (Initially adopted as LB 690, 2006), and Section 79-318(5)(i)
R.R.S.

001.02 Scope of This Chapter. This Chapter provides the criteria, standards, and
proccdures for the administration of the competitive grant process to provide grants
under the Nebraska Career Education Partnership Act.

001.03 Legislative Findings. Section 79-764 R.R.S. states that:
"The Legislature finds that:
(1) As defined in the Essential Education Policy of the State Board of
Education, all students in Nebraska should have equitable opportunities to
obtain knowledge and skills to meet the academic, civic, and economic
demands of the twenty-first century;
(2) Schools should provide programs for students to learn inf01111ation and
communication skills, thinking and problem solving skills, and interpersonal
and self-directional skills for them to be productive and successful in their
work, family, and community;
(3) Schools should rethink the high school experience and provide programs
that will motivate all students, including high-risk students, to graduate from
high school;
(4) There is a need to establish strategies and programs that develop skills
which enable young people to complete high school, pursue postsecondary
education, find jobs, and remain in their communities; and
(5) There is a need to prepare young adults for employment opportunities in
the State of Nebraska."

001.04 Purpose of the Act. Section 79-766 R.R.S. states that:
"The purpose of the Career Education Partnership Act is to support schools in
Nebraska in continuing and enhancing career education programs through
state grants. The act shall:
(1) Identify and explore options for Nebraska Career Education
implementation in different sizes of schools;
(2) Collaborate with ongoing school improvement efforts;
(3) Create models of collaboration between career and academic education;
(4) Encourage relationships and coordination in support of entrepreneurship
education;
(5) Develop partnerships between public secondary and postsecondary
institutions; and
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(6) Develop partnerships with business and industry based on
Nebraska workforce development needs."

002 Definitions. As used in this chapter:

002.01 Advisory Group. Section 79-767(1) R.R.S., states that: "For purposes of this
section, an advisory group means a local or regional economic development board, a
local or regional chamber of commerce board, or a group specifically designed to support
career education and entrepreneurial activities or programs."

002.02 Board shall mean the State Board of Education.

002.03 Career Education. Section 79-765 R.R.S. states that: "For purposes of the
Career Education Partnership Act, career education includes curriculum, work ethics,
general employability skills, technical skills, occupational specific skills, and applied
learning that integrates academic knowledge and vocational skills taught through the
following course areas: agriculture education; business education; career education;
family and consumer sciences; health occupations; industrial technology education;
marketing education; and trade and industrial education." This includes the following
career field areas: Environmental and Agricultural Systems; Business, Marketing and
Management; Communication and Information Systems, Health Sciences; Human
Services and Resources; and Industrial, Manufacturing, and Engineering Systems.

002.04 Commissioner shall mean the State Commissioner of Education.

002.05 Department shall mean the State Department of Education, which is comprised of
the Board and the Commissioner.

002.06 ESU shall mean Educational Service Unit.

002.07 Fiscal Agent shall mean the school district that has been designated by the
member bodies of the collaborative grant project to receive grant funds from the
Department, to distribute grant funds pursuant to the grant, and to report and audit the
collaborative grant project expenses.

002.08 Grant Representative shall mean an individual who is an employee of the Fiscal
Agent school district or of another school district with a school or schools that are
involved in the collaborative grant project, and who is authorized to act on behalf of the
member bodies of the collaborative grant project in submitting documents and providing
information to the Department regarding the grant and in receiving communications
regarding the grant from the Department.
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002.09 Public Postsecondary Institution shall mean any Nebraska public institution of
higher cducation providing carecr education instruction in one or more of the areas listed
in Section 002.03 of this Chapter.

002. I0 Public School shall mean an individual attendance center under the jurisdiction of
a public school district board.

003 Grant Criteria.

003.01 Eligible Applicants. Scction 79-767(1) R.R.S. provides that grants may be
provided "to a collaborative project of two or more public schools with an educational
service unit, or a public postsecondary institution, and an advisory group related to the
purpose of the Career Education Partnership Act." The statutory definition of "advisory
group" is quoted at Section 002.01 of this Chapter. Each public school district in which
are located one or more of the public schools involved in a collaborative project shall be
considered a grant applicant for such public schools under its jurisdiction. Section 79
767(3) R.R.S. provides, in part, that: "No applicant shall receive funding for more than
one project at a time."

003.02 Use of Funds. Section 79-767(2) R.R.S. provides that: "Grant money shall be
used to provide for equitable opportunities for students in a minimum of two of the
following areas: (a) Assist schools in developing academic competencies, technical
competencies, and basic work-skill foundations for students; (b) Assist schools in
developing cUlTiculum; (c) Assist schools in employing cettified tcachers related to the
purposes of the act; and (d) Assist schools in providing professional development for
certified teachers who provide course instruction."

003.03 Duration and Amount of Grants. Scction 79-767(3) R.R.S. provides, in part, that:
"Grants shall not exceed seventy-fivc thousand dollars per collaborative project. Grant
recipients shall have two years to expend the grant funds."

003.03A For purposes of grants issued under this Chapter, the fiscal year shall be
a calendar year of January 1, through December 31. Expenditures for each grant
program must occur within a maximum time frame of two fiscal years.

004 Application Procedures.

004.01 Request for Proposals. The Nebraska Department of Education may at least
annually request proposals for a Career Education Partnership Act Grant from potential
applicants for collaborative projects, as listed in Section 003.01 of this Chapter.
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004.02 Application. Applicant school districts shall submit proposals to the Department
electronically through the Department's Grant Management System.

004.03 Fiscal Agent and Grant Representative. An application shall designate a school
district that that has one or more of its schools involved in the collaborative grant project
to act as Fiscal Agent for the grant. An application shall also designate an employee of a
school district that has one or more of its schools involvcd in the collaborative grant
project to act as the Grant Representative.

004.04 Assurances. A statement of assurances by grant recipients of compliance with
applicable state and federal non-discrimination laws and regulations shall be required for
all grant applications.

004.05 Budget. Each grant application shall include a detailed proposed budget.

004.06 Review of Applications. The Commissioner or his or her designee(s) shall
review the grant applications for the purpose of making recommendations to the Board
for funding approval. In reviewing the applications, priority consideration shall be given
to proposals that are best designed to fulfill the purposes of the Career Education
Partnership Act, as quoted in Section 001.04 of this Chapter.

004.07 Recommendation and Approval. The Commissioner or his or her designee(s)
shall submit his or her recommendations for grant approval to the Board. Upon action by
the Board, all applicants shall be notified, in writing, of the outcome.

004.08 Grant Award Notification. Upon Board action to approvc grant recipients, a
Grant Award Notification (GAN) is provided to each approved collaborative project.
The GAN servcs as the written authorization for obligating and expending funds for the
purposcs of the collaborative project.

005 Grant Administration.

005.01 Public Records. Project proposals are public records. The Department shall
receive a copy of all materials developed using grant funds and such copies shall be
public records. The State of Nebraska retains the right to the copyright of any materials
produced under a grant unless otherwise specificd in the grant. The Department reserves
the right to reproduce and distribute any materials produced in whole or in part with grant
funds.
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005.02 Reports. The Department requires final reports on the activities, accomplishments
and expenditures of the grant. Recipients of grants shall be required to provide, upon
request, such data relating to the funded programs and initiatives as the Department
deems necessary.

005.03 Audits. All grants from the Career Education Partnership Act may require an
annual audit by an independent auditor in accordance with the appropriate auditing
standards for that entity (e.g. governmental, non-profit educational organizations) and
any additional auditing criteria specified in the grant award. The State of Nebraska shall
have access to the financial records for funded projects of all grantees for a period offive
complete fiscal years, as defined in Section 003.03A of this Chapter, after thc conclnsion
of the project period.

005.04 Grant Funds. Grant funds will be paid to the Fiscal Agent district for distribution
to the collaborative grant participants, pursuant to the terms of the approved grant and
upon submission of expense documentation.

005.05 Allowable Uses of Grant Funds. Grant funds may be expended for any of the
purposes listed in Section 79-767 (2) R.R.S. (quoted in Section 003.02 of this Chapter)
that are included in the approved grant application, subject to the restrictions included in
Section 005.06 of this Chapter.

005.06 Restrictions on the Use of Grant Funds. The following uses of grant funds are
not allowed:

005.06A Grant administration expenses (direct or indirect) that exceed five
percent (5%) of the total grant award.

005.06B Payment to consultants or staff to dcvelop grant proposals.

005.06C Any expenses for goods or serviccs which are unrelated to the Career
Education Partnership Act.

006 Termination of Grants. Terminations of grants by grant recipients and/or the Department
before the completion of the grant period requires written notice to the other parties to the
grant and the return to the Department of unexpended and unencumbered funds effective
on the date of the receipt of the termination notice. Funds shall be returned within thirty
(30) days of receipt of the notice.

006.01 The Grant Representative, on behalf of the collaborative grant participants, may
terminate a grant at any time. Such a termination request must be in writing and will
become effective when received by the Department.
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006.02 A grant may be te1l11inated by the Department when a determination that the
grant activities are outside the approved application, conditions of the grant award
notification are not met, there is fraud or fiscal mismanagement, or there is lack of
adequate funding. In the event the Commissioner proposes to terminate the grant funding,
the Grant Representative shall be provided with written notice of the reasons for such
action and an opportunity for a hearing. The Department, using procedures for hearings
that the State Board of Education has adopted pursuant to 92 NAC 61, shall conduct any
hearing. All requests for hearings require filing with the Department within thirty (30)
days of the Grant Representative's receipt of the proposal to terminate. Ifno such request
for a hearing is filed, the Commissioner may telminate the grant.
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