Title: Good Citizenship
Grade: 4
Career Development Model:
Self-Awareness
Nebraska Career Readiness Standards:
• Contributes to employer & community success
• Makes sense of porblems & perserveres in solving them
• Demonstrates innovation & creativity
• Manages personal career development
• Manages personal career development
• Attends to personal & financial wellbeing
Objective:
Students will become aware of how their background and experiences affect the
way they view the world and interact with other people.
Students will identify and practice the kind, careful, and responsible behaviors of a
“Good Digital Citizen.”
Materials and Supplies Needed:
Poster paper for each student
Coloring supplies for each student
Board or chart paper and markers
Citizenship Chart for each student
Class Instructions:
1. Begin the lesson by explaining to students that everyone has their own experiences,
their own personal history, and their own filter through which they see the world.
These experiences are like eyeglasses through which a person sees everything.
(Distribute the poster paper and coloring supplies to students.) Direct students to
draw their own large pair of eyeglass frames, designing them in any fashion they
choose. In the lenses, students should depict items, people, etc. from their lives, such
as favorite foods, family, pets, sports, books, musicians, and books—anything that
reflects their experiences. They may include words but should be encouraged to
draw pictures. Tell students as they are drawing, “These glasses represent the
experiences through which you see the world.”

2. Allow students to look at their peers’ glasses and notice the similarities and

differences between glasses. Tell students, “Each of us has our own glasses. Every
time someone looks at you, they are seeing you through their own glasses. Our view
and understanding of the world are changed by the experiences we go through. As
a good citizen, it is important to respect others’ different experiences and views of
life.”

3. Then, tell students, “Another way we view the world and reflect ourselves to the
world is through social media and the Internet. Can anyone tell me what I mean
when I say this?” Allow for student responses and guide students to understand that
what a person does on the Internet is often the only reflection others may see of him
or her. (To help students understand, ask if any of them follow a celebrity on
Instagram, Snapchat, or YouTube. Ask students if they feel that they “know” the
celebrity due to her or his social media account. Guide students to understand that
social media and the Internet are a “lens” through which others can get a glimpse
of a celebrity’s life.) Tell students, “It is not only important to be good citizens in
public, but it is also important to be good citizens online.”

4. Tell students that they are going to come up with their own class definition of “Good
Digital Citizenship.” In order to do so, ask students to describe ways they can be
kind, careful, and responsible on the Internet. Record students’ responses on chart
paper or on the board. (Sample responses could include not posting anything
mean about others, not messaging strangers online, not logging on to someone
else’s account without permission, reporting inappropriate things.) Remind students
that it is very important, as a “Good Digital Citizen,” to always be respectful of other
people online. They must remember that everyone has their own glasses, and the
Internet is not a place to tease others for their life experiences and/or views of the
world. Tell students to treat anything they say online as if they will be there forever.

5. Following the brainstorm, direct the class to come up with their own definition of a
“Good Digital Citizen.” Write this definition at the top of the paper, and then,
underneath the class-made definition, write “As Good Digital Citizens, We Will…”
and make a bullet point for each way the students suggest a “Good Digital Citizen”
can be kind, careful, and responsible. (You can choose to have students “pledge”
to be a “Good Digital Citizen” by signing their names on the chart paper.)

6. Stress to students that, in addition to good digital citizenship, there are many other
ways they can show good citizenship. Direct students to work in small groups to
brainstorm ways that they can be good citizens by making the world a better place
at school, at home, and in their community. Have students record their group
responses on the “Citizenship Chart” activity sheet.

7. To close the lesson, remind students that each person in our community has his or
her own unique life experiences that shape who he or she is. It is important to
respect all our differences and to work together to make the community, including
the online community, better. Also, tell students, “How you behave online can be a
major reflection of who you are. ‘Good Digital Citizens’ always strive to be kind,
careful, and responsible online.”
Questions for Assessment:
1. What are three ways you can be a “Good Digital Citizen?”
2. Why is it important to be a “Good Digital Citizen” online?

Credits/Sources:

For more free resources, including the complete curriculum, visit:
Overcoming Obstacles Life Skills Education, www.overcomingobstacles.org
Reprinted with permission. Thank you to Overcoming Obstacles!
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Citizenship chart
I am going to make this world
a better place by…
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