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Lesson Title:  Takin’ Care of Business  
Cluster: Business, Management, and Administration 
Essential Knowledge and Skills:  Information Technology Application, Communication 
Career Concepts: Career Research, Extended Learning Opportunities 
 
Summary:  Students will be able to identify entrepreneurial skills and characteristics in the Business, 
Management and Administration career cluster.  Students will identify how EKS communication and 
information technology skills will be applied to this career cluster.  Activities may include researching 
Nebraska entrepreneurs, assessing student entrepreneurial skills and characteristics and optional guest 
speakers. 
 
Course Objectives: 
1.3  Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between 

coursework, school activities, community activities and career clusters. 
2.1  Students will be able to make connections between personal strengths/interests and careers. 
2.2  Students will be able to define, identify and demonstrate the Essential Knowledge and Skills 
2.4  Students will be able to describe extended learning opportunities that will help build their 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 
4.1  Students will be able to list and understand a variety of extended school-based and community-

based learning options to explore careers. 
4.2  Students will be able to participate in a career exploration activity involving a professional 

contact. 
5.1 Students will be able to utilize technology to access career information. 
5.2 Students will be able to utilize printed material to access career information. 
5.3 Students will be able to talk to people to access career resources. 
 
Lesson Objectives 
Students will  . . .  

 Describe the Business, Management and Administration career cluster 

 Define entrepreneur 

 Understand the role of entrepreneurs in today’s economy 

 Distinguish between a good and a service 

 Explain opportunity costs 
 
Time:  Four class periods 
 
Required Materials:  

 www.nebraskacareerconnections.org 

 www.neded.org/files/assist/products.html 

 Internet access 

 Student copies of p. 1-5 and Activity:  Are You a Potential Entrepreneur? (Parts 1 & 2) 

 Poster paper 

 Entrepreneur speakers 

 Copies of speaker handouts 

http://www.nebraskacareerconnections.org/
http://www.neded.org/files/assist/products.html


 

C4C 162 

 
Content and Teaching Strategies: 
Anticipatory Set: 

 Look at photos of business, management, and administration careers, brainstorm communication 
and technology applications, and identify entrepreneurial opportunities (images can be found by 
searching on Yahoo, Google, etc. by entering in the search box, entrepreneur + images). 

 

 Discuss some of the more famous entrepreneurs in American history; then, some of the less 
famous entrepreneurs.  Ask students if they know an entrepreneur. 

 
Lesson Components: 
1. Students will research this career cluster using the Internet, print materials, or community 

resources.  Students should take notes on their research.  Students should be reminded to cite the 
sources of their research.  This information can be used in a final project. 

 
2. Entrepreneurs—What do they do? 
• Read p. 1-4 

 
• Access www.neded.org/files/assist/products.html (If you do not have access to student computers, 

make copies of web page information from several businesses at this site.) Research a Nebraska 
entrepreneur and answer these questions: 

a. What problem did the entrepreneur solve? 
b. What group of people will want to buy the good or service offered by the business? (i.e. 

male/female, age range, income, geographic area) 
c. Does the business provide goods or services? 
d. Identify a need or want the entrepreneur has satisfied.   
e. If the entrepreneur has created the business because of a special event, identify the event. 
f. Identify a surprise the entrepreneur created when the product/service was developed. 
g. What opportunity cost (i.e. time, money, one location instead of another) did the 

entrepreneur experience as a result of his/her business?  
 
3. Identifying Entrepreneurial Opportunities 

 Read p. 5 

 Brainstorm your entrepreneurial possibilities.  On a sheet of paper or in a word processing 
document, answer these statements: 

a. I wish there was . . . 
b. If only I had . . . 
c. I’ve always been bothered by . . . 
d. This would be much better if . . . 
e. There needs to be more of or less of . . . 

 
4. Are you a potential entrepreneur? 

Handout - Part 1:  Entrepreneurial Characteristics 
Handout - Part 2:  Entrepreneurial Skills 

http://www.neded.org/files/assist/products.html
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5. Speaker will present information about his/her career in the Business, Management and 

Administration career cluster.  The speaker will be given the relevant topic prior to the presentation.  
Students will take notes and ask their prepared questions.  Alternative option:  If a speaker is not 
available, the student may interview a professional outside of class and report back to class with the 
information learned. 

 
6. Students will use the information gained in independent research, articles, and speaker presentation 

to create a poster including examples of business, entrepreneurship, communication, and technology 
applications occurring in your community. 

 
Lesson Closure: 
Students will share posters with a partner or the class.  The teacher will lead a class discussion of most 
important things learned about this cluster. Individual reflection may include entering what they 
learned in their student notebook as well as self-assessing their entrepreneurial characteristics and 
skills. 
 
Formative Assessment: 

 Completion of Activity: Are you a potential entrepreneur?  
(Parts 1 and 2) 

 Poster including examples of business, entrepreneurship, communication, and technology 
applications occurring in your community 
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Entrepreneurs 
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