MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY PART 3:  CARDIOLOGY & ONCOLOGY

OUTLINE FOR NOTES
HEALTH CARE CAREERS



    NAME:  _________________________________
1.  
	ROOT WORD
	DEFINITION

	ATRI 
	ATRIUM 

	BLAST 
	GERM; BUD; DEVELOPING CELL 

	CARCIN 
	CANCER 

	CARDI 
	HEART 

	ECH 
	SOUND 

	ELECTR 
	ELECTRICITY 

	MY 
	MUSCLE 

	ONC 
	TUMOR 

	PECT;  PECTOR 
	CHEST 

	PULMON 
	LUNG 

	RHYTHM;  RRHYTHM 
	RHYTHM 

	SEPT 
	WALL OR PARTITION;  PUTREFYING 

	TAMPON 
	PLUG 

	VASCUL 
	LITTLE BLOOD VESSEL 

	VEN 
	VEIN 

	VENTRICUL 
	LITTLE BELLY;  VENTRICLE 


2.  
	PREFIX
	DEFINITION

	A- 
	WITHOUT;  ABSENCE OF 

	BI- 
	TWO 

	BRADY- 
	SLOW 

	TACHY- 
	RAPID 

	ENDO- 
	WITHIN 

	MAL- 
	BAD 

	NEO- 
	NEW 

	PERI- 
	AROUND 


3.
	SUFFIX
	DEFINITION

	-AC 
	PERTAINING TO 

	-ADE 
	PROCESS 

	-DYNIA 
	CONDITION OF PAIN 

	-GENIC 
	PERTAINING TO PRODUCING;  FORMATION 

	-OMA 
	ABNORMAL SWELLING; TUMOR 

	-OPSY 
	VIEW OF 

	-PLEGIA 
	PARALYSIS 

	-MEGALY 
	ABNORMALLY LARGE 


Medical terms, signs, & symptoms associated with the heart…

4. _____________________________________(kar dee oh VAS kyoo lar)
A body system that involves the movement and transport of blood throughout the body.

5.  _______________________  _______________________ (an JYE nah      pek TOR iss)
Slight pressure to overbearing chest pain resulting from an insufficient supply of oxygen to the heart. The pain can radiate to the shoulders, upper left arm, and back.

6.  __________________________________ (ah RITH mee ah)
Abnormal rhythm of the heart.

7.  ___________________________________ (brad ee KAR dee ah)    Abnormally slow heart rate, usually under 60 beats a minute compared to the normal 60-90 beats a minute.

8.  ____________________________________(tack ee KAR dee ah)      A rapid heart rate, usually  over 100 beats per minute as compared to the normal 60-90 beats per minute.

9.  ____________________________________ (pal pih TAY shun)
A pounding, racing, or skipping of a heartbeat.

Diseases and disorders of the heart…

10.  _____________ or _________________________  ________________  _____________                          (AY tree al  or   vehn TRIK yoo lar   SEP tal    DEE fekt)      Commonly called a ‘hole in the heart’, this is an opening in the septum that separates the right and left atria or right and left ventricles. It allows blood to flow directly between the two atria, bypassing pulmonary circulation. 

11.  ______________________  _______________(KAR dee ak     ah REST) 
 The heart stops beating. 

12.  _________________  __________________________(KAR dee ak     tamp oh NAHD) 
The heart is compressed when fluid accumulates within the pericardial cavity.  

13.  ________________________________ (KAR dee oh MEG ah lee) 
 This is an abnormal enlargement of the heart, usually occurring when the heart is working harder to meet the oxygen needs of body cells. 

14.  ________________________________(fih bril AY shun) 
 A condition of irregular, rapid contractions of the various heart muscles. Ventricular fibrillation is more serious than atrial fibrillation. 


___________________________________is the administration of an electric shock that 
momentarily stops the heart and then restarts it with a normal heart beat. 

15.  ____________________   __________________ A soft, gurgling or blowing sound that can be heard through a stethoscope. It is most commonly caused by a leakage of one or more of the heart valves. 

16.  ________________________________(my oh kar DYE tiss) 
 Inflammation of the myocardium of the heart. 

17.  ________________________________  (pair ih kar DYE tiss) 
 Inflammation of the pericardium, the membrane surrounding the heart. 

Treatments and Procedures associated with the heart…

18.  ________________________________ (oss kull TAY shun)    Using a stethoscope to listen to heart sounds during a physical examination.  It can detect irregular heart beats and valve disorders.

19.  _____________________   _________________________ (KAR dee ak     PAYS maker)
This is a battery-operated device implanted under the skin near the heart. It produces an electric pulse that can stabilize abnormal or irregular heart function.

20.  ____________________  _____________________ (HALL ter    Mahn ih ter) 
A portable electrocardiograph machine that the patient wears to monitor and record heart function over a 24 hour period. 

Abbreviations  associated with the heart…

21.  _____________ Aortic Insufficiency;   Occurs when the aortic valve fails to close completely and allows blood to return to the left ventricle. This forces that ventricle to work harder.

22.  _____________ Congestive Heart Failure    The left ventricle fails to pump enough blood to supply tissues and lungs. This makes the heart work harder, and eventually leads to cardiac arrest.
23. _____________  Echocardiogram (ek oh KAR dee oh gram) This is an ultrasound procedure that directs sound waves through the heart in order to observe heart structures and function.  When done during and after exercise, it is called a stress ECHO.

24.  _____________ Electrocardiogram  (ee LEK troh KAR dee oh gram) Electrodes are attached to the skin of the chest to detect and record electrical conduction of the heart and evaluate heart function.  It often detects arrhythmias. When used during exercise, it is called a stress ECG.

 25.  _____________ Myocardial Infarction  (my oh KAR dee al    in FARK shun) The common name for MI is a heart attack.  A portion of the myocardium dies due to a sudden loss of blood flow, resulting in cardiac arrest.

26.  ______________ Multi-gated Acquisition Scan    This is a type of nuclear medicine. A sample of blood is drawn, mixed with a radioactive isotope that attaches to the red blood cells, and re-injected into the body.  This allows a machine to make a movie-like image of the heart and measure function. The results are similar to an echocardiogram, but much more accurate.

27.  ______________ Positron Emission Tomography Scan        A type of nuclear medicine similar to a MUGA scan. A sample of blood is drawn, tagged with a radioactive isotope, and re-injected into the body.  This allows a machine to make a 3-D  image of the heart, shows function, and is used to assess damage to heart tissue after a heart attack.

Medical terms, signs, & symptoms associated with cancer…

28.  ________________________  (BYE opp see)

The removal of a small piece of tissue for microscopic examination and diagnosis. 

29.  ____________________________ or __________________________                   

Refers to cancerous tissue that spreads or extends into normal tissue.

30.  _____________________________ (mah TAS ta siss)                

The spreading process of cancer from the primary to a secondary site.

31.  _____________________________ (ma LIG nant)

A life-threatening tumor that grows rapidly, are invasive, cause extensive tissue destruction, and can recur when surgically removed.  

32.  _______________________  (buh NINE)

A non-life-threatening tumor that grows slowly, remains localized, causes minimal tissue destruction, and does not recur when surgically removed. 

33.  _______________________A system describing how much the cancer has spread.  Stage 0 means the cancer is limited to the surface or the lining of the cavity/organ. Stage IV indicates the most distant metastasis.

Cancer Diseases and disorders…

 34. ________________________ (blass TOHM ah)  A tumor composed of immature and undifferentiated cells… they have not yet assumed their specialized functions. These are often found in children.  

35.  ________________________or Tumor     (NEE oh plaz um)         An uncontrolled growth or mass of body cells. In the case of cancer, they are abnormal cells.         

 Common symptoms:  


Change in bowel/bladder habits


A sore that does not heal


Unusual bleeding or discharge


Thickening or lump 


 I ndigestion or difficulty in swallowing


Obvious change in wart or mole


Nagging cough or hoarseness

36.  ___________________________(kar sih NOHM ah)

Malignant tumors of epithelial (ep ah thee lee al) tissues.  These are the tissues that form a thin layer on exposed body surfaces and form the lining of internal cavities, ducts, and organs. Carcinomas most often form in the breast, stomach, uterus, tongue, and skin.

37.  ___________________________ (sarr KOH ma)    A tumor that originates in connective or supportive tissues of the body such as the muscles, tendons, fat, joints, and bone. 

Treatments and Procedures associated with cancer…

38. ____________________  ______________ (ADD ju vunt)   A secondary treatment. For example, surgical removal of the tumor might be the primary treatment. The adjuvant therapy might include chemotherapy (chemicals), radiation therapy (exposure to radioactivity), immunotherapy (stimulating the immune system), photodynamic therapy (use of lasers) or hormone therapy.

39.  ___________________________  A point in time when symptoms of a disease are lessening or completely ‘at rest’. It is the hope that all cancer cells have been destroyed, and the 

disease will not recur.  

Abbreviations  associated with cancer…

40.  ______________ Fine Needle Aspiration;      A small, hollow needle is used to withdraw a sample of cells from a lump.  If the lump is a cyst, the removal of fluid will cause its collapse. If the lump is solid, the cells can be smeared onto slides for examination.

 41.  ______________Ductal Carcinoma In Situ   (DUK tahl   kar sin NOH mah   in  SYE too)    The term ‘in situ’ refers to tumor cells that remain at the site they developed, and have not invaded adjacent tissue. Ductal carcinoma is a cancer that begins in the ducts of the breast, and has not invaded other tissue.
