CAREERS IN THERAPEUTIC SERVICES:  THE PHYSICIAN’S OFFICE

OUTLINE FOR NOTES
HEALTH CARE CAREERS

    NAME:  _________________________________
1.  The title ______________ is given to general practitioners or primary care givers who have completed their classroom and internship requirements, and have passed a licensing examination. Additional training and testing is required for a ‘specialist’ level of expertise;  the specialist must be ‘board certified’.  

2.  The physician must be a caring person, and committed to a lifetime of __________________. Equipment, procedures, and medicines are continually updated. 

A man or woman choosing this career must be prepared for _____________________________ family roles. Their patients and practice come first.
3.  The physician deals with life and death, and is responsible or ‘___________________’  for both.  Because they are human and may make mistakes, they must be covered by large liability insurance policies.  

These policies ensure the physician against _______________________________ claims. An error resulting in death could result in a judgment against them for millions of dollars. In this event, an insurance company may refuse continued coverage. 
Specialties:

4.  _________________________________________________________Specialist
The medical specialty of Allergy and Immunology focuses on the diagnosis and treatment of allergies. The doctor might be called an allergist or immunologist.

5.   ________________________________________________________Specialist  

An anesthesiologist is the medical specialist who administers pain-killing drugs during surgery in the operating room. Anesthesiology also includes the field of Pain Management, a sub-specialty which helps manage chronic (ongoing) pain in patients with prescription medication, injections, or other therapeutic methods.  
6.  ________________________________________ Specialty
The field of dermatology focuses on the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of diseases, disorders, and conditions of the skin.  

7.  ______________________________________________________ Specialty
Emergency Medicine is the field which focuses on emergent, or acute medical care of patients who need immediate medical attention due to trauma, accident, or a major medical event.  

8.  _______________________________________________________ Specialty
Family medicine is a primary care field overseeing the basic healthcare needs of patients of all ages, from infant to geriatric.   
9.  ____________________________________________________ Specialty
Internal medicine is similar to family medicine in that it includes primary care and basic healthcare management of all areas of a patient's health. However, internal medicine typically does not include pediatrics or obstetrics, whereas family medicine often does. Internists complete more in-depth training and work in a hospital setting and acute care. Internal medicine also includes many sub-specialties.   

9A.  ___________________________________ Sub-specialty

Cardiology is the medical specialty which involves the diagnosis and treatment of diseases, 
conditions, or defects of the heart and circulatory system. Cardiology, or cardiovascular medicine, 
is a rapidly growing field, as technological and pharmaceutical advancements continue to be 
developed by scientists and researchers. 

9B.  ___________________________________ Sub-specialty

Gastroenterology is a subspecialty of internal medicine which focuses on the treatment of 
conditions, diseases, and disorders of the digestive system and intestinal tract.

9C.  ___________________________________Sub-specialty

 Oncologists diagnose and prescribe a variety of treatments for cancer including 
medication, 
radiation, chemotherapy, surgery, or palliative care. Oncologists may also practice hematology, 
which is the treatment of cancers (malignancies) and abnormalities in the blood, such as leukemia. 

9D.  ___________________________________Sub-specialty

Palliative (PǍL ee ā tive) physicians are joined by nurses, CNAs, case managers, counselors, and 
social workers to help people face the end of their life. Jobs in hospice care focus on the quality of 
life and pain management just prior to death, and focuses on the patient and their grieving families.


9E.  ___________________________________ Sub-specialty

Nephrologists diagnose causes and levels of kidney failure, and prescribe appropriate treatment 
such as medication, diet changes, or dialysis. If none of these treatments work, a kidney transplant 
would be performed by a transplant surgeon. 


9F. ___________________________________ Sub-specialty

A geriatrician focuses the aging process and the ailments that accompany it. People over 
the age of 85 are the fast growing segment of the population and require specialists who 
understand the problems related to aging.


9G.  ________________________________________________________ Sub-specialty

Infectious diseases are illnesses that are passed from person to person, as opposed to being 
contracted genetically or environmentally. Influenza, STDs and HIV/AIDS are examples. These 
specialists help to identify and manage patients who have been infected. 
They also assist in the 
tracking and reporting of the spread of infectious diseases by maintaining close contact with public 
health organizations. 

9H.  ____________________________________________ Sub-specialty

A pulmonologist diagnoses and treats diseases, conditions, and abnormalities of the lungs 
and cardio-pulmonary system. Pulmonologists treat breathing disorders, and may also specialize 
in some treatment of sleep disorders, severe allergies, and other lung conditions and diseases. 
Some pulmonologists work in critical care medicine, treating patients in the ICU. 

9J.  _______________________________________ Sub-specialty

Rheumatologists diagnose and focus on non-surgical treatment of arthritis and related rheumatic 
(muscle and joint) diseases. Common diseases are Lyme disease, Marfan Syndrome Bursitis, 
Paget’s Disease of Bone, Carpal Tunnel Syndrome, Celiac Disease, polio, Crohn’s Disease, all 
forms of arthritis, Restless Legs Syndrome, Fibromyalgia, Gaucher’s disease, Inflammatory Bowel 
disease, ulcerative colitis, and Fifth disease.  
10.  ________________________________________________ Specialty
Medical Genetics involves the diagnosis and management of hereditary disorders. Rather than focusing on research, this physician incorporates areas such as gene therapy, personalized medicine, and predictive medicine.
11.  ___________________________________ Specialty
Neurology focuses on the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of diseases, disorders, and conditions of the brain and nervous system. Patients who have suffered a stroke, or who battle ailments such as epilepsy, Alzheimer's, or Parkinson's are a few examples of some of the patients who are treated by neurologists. 
12.  ______________________________(Obstetrics & Gynecology) Specialty
Obstetrics is healthcare for pregnant women, including labor and childbirth and providing a safe delivery of the baby. Gynecology entails the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of diseases, disorders, and conditions of the female reproductive system.  
13.  ____________________________________ Specialty
Ophthalmology is the medical specialty focusing on treatment of the eyes, and retina. Optometrists focus on eyesight correction and enhancement and prescription lenses, but ophthalmologists can do eye surgery and prescribe medication.   
14.  ____________________________________ Specialty
Orthopaedic physician treat conditions and do surgery on joints, bones, and muscles. Patients with sports injuries, or injuries from an accident may be treated by orthopaedic surgeons, as are patients with some types of arthritis in the joints which may be surgically repaired.  
15.  _______________________________________ (E.N.T.) Specialty
Ōtōlaryngology is the medical specialty commonly known as "E.N.T.", which stands for ear, nose, and throat. Otolaryngology includes office-based care, and surgical procedures both in the hospital and in the office. Therefore, a variety of practice environments and employers are available in this field.  
16.  ______________________________ Specialty
Pathologists study and diagnose disease through examination of organs, tissues, bodily fluids, and , and whole bodies (autopsies). They may specialize in forensics serving as, liaisons between law and medical science, aiming to discover the cause of a person's death, injury, or disease in the pursuit of societal justice. 
17.  _______________________________ Specialty
Pediatrics focuses on the healthcare of children, from newborn to age 18. Most pediatric jobs are office-based, where routine physicals, immunizations, coughs and colds, and "lumps and bumps" are handled frequently. There are also numerous jobs available at children's hospitals, particularly in pediatric subspecialties such as pediatric surgery. 
18.  _______________________________________________________ Specialty
Preventive medicine refers to measures taken to prevent illness or injury, rather than curing them. These physicians often work with public health agencies, concentrating on prevention (Including immunizations) and early detection of disease. These physicians may focus on one or more of the leading causes of death in the United States:  smoking, obesity, alcohol consumption, infections, toxic agents, sexually transmitted diseases, drug use, firearms and motor vehicle collisions. 
19.  ______________________________________ Specialty
Psychiatry entails the treatment of patients' mental health and well-being. Psychiatry may be practiced in an office, providing psychotherapy and medication, or in a psychiatric hospital for more serious issues such as bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, and those requiring hospitalization. Psychiatry also involves treatment of patients with addictions such as drugs or alcohol.   
20.  ___________________________________(nuclear medicine) Specialty
Radiology entails the use of high tech medical imaging to diagnose a variety of problems across all specialties and body systems. It is utilized in conjunction with many other medical specialties including cardiology, surgery,  oncology, gastroenterology, etc. Sometimes radioactive isotopes are attached to the red blood cells, in order to create a special imagery. This is referred to as nuclear medicine. 
21.  _____________________________ Specialty
General surgeons perform a variety of abdominal and laparoscopic surgeries. Surgeons may also sub-specialize to focus on specific conditions or parts of the body.

21A.  ________________________________________ Sub-specialty

Plastic surgery focuses on reconstructive surgery to restore form and function, or aesthetics. The 
plastic surgeon may also specialize in enhancing appearance with breast or buttocks 
augmentation, lifts, or reduction, blepharoplasty (eyelid surgery), chemical peels, botox, rhinoplasty 
(nose jobs), tummy tucks, chin or cheek augmentations, brow lifts, liposuction, etc. 

21B.  _____________________________________ Sub-specialty

Neurosurgery is a surgical specialty of medicine devoted solely to surgery of the brain. 


21C.  _____________________________________________ Sub-specialty

Colon/rectal surgeons treat patients with diseases and disorders affecting the colon, rectum and 
anus. They have expertise in cancers, polyps, Crohn’s disease, inflammatory bowel disease, 
ulcerative colitis, diverticulitis, hemorrhoids,constipation, etc.


21D.  ___________________________________________ Sub-specialty

Thoracic surgery involves organs inside the chest, including the lungs, chest wall, and diaphragm.

21E.  _____________________________________________ Sub-specialty

 The transplant surgeon specializes in a specific organ, which may be the heart, kidneys, 
liver, lungs, pancreas, penis,  or intestine OR tissues include bones, tendons, cornea, heart valves, 
veins, arms, and skin. Donors may be living or deceased. Organ rejection or immune responses 
present problems. 
22.  _____________________________ Specialty
Urology involves the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of the urinary tract as well as the male reproductive system. Urology includes office-based care and surgical treatment.  






*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

23.  The ______________________________________________(PA) works under the direct control of a licensed physician. At Bachelor of Science degree, direct patient care experience, 2 additional years of specialized training, and passing a national certification exam is required for this job. Physician assistants perform physical examinations, order and interpret diagnostic tests, prescribe medications and provide patient education and preventive health care counseling. They also perform therapeutic procedures such as suturing lacerations and applying casts. 
24.  The _____________________________________________ (MA) works in a medical facility office, under the direction of a physician. They are skilled in routine clerical and clinical duties, assisting a variety of tasks. They are considered as part of the health care delivery team. 
The medical assistant completes _______________________ duties:  operates and maintains office equipment, schedules appointments, orders supplies, completes correspondence, and handles billing and insurance forms. 

They also complete _________________________duties:  administers medications, obtains medical records, obtains blood or other specimens for testing, processes specimens for outside labs, performs vision and hearing tests, takes and records vital signs and other data, documents client’s reasons for appointments, assists physician with minor office procedures, removes sutures, gives follow-up instructions to clients, and cleans examinations rooms.  
