

The NAATF extends an invitation to our members and their students to attend a unique immersion experience, L’Auberge de Jeunesse ‘13.  The last Auberge, held in 2011, was an enormous success.  The group of about 85 students had an amazing time, immersing themselves in the French language, team competition, games, and music.  The video productions were a real hit, and the Sunday morning culminating show, an event that was enjoyed by all.  Students really felt they made progress in their language in just 24 hours and only complained that the time was too short!   We hope this year’s Auberge will be just as exciting!

This year’s Auberge will be held Saturday, March 9 (11:00 a.m.) through Sunday, March 10 (11:30 a.m.) at the Swanson Lodge (Camp Carol Joy Holling) in Ashland, Nebraska.  High school students (grades 9 and up) enrolled in French 2 or above are eligible to participate.

Due to the popularity of this program and the need to secure exact numbers, enrollment is limited to ten students per participating teacher.  If space allows, we will open up the registration to additional participants from interested schools.   We suggest that you consider enrolling your students on a first-come, first-served basis, which you could extend to a waiting list if you desire.  Similarly, the committee will accept registrations on a first-come, first-served basis, as the program is best suited for 90 participants or less.  Thus, do not delay in sending in your registration materials.  
The cost of this year’s Auberge is $75 per participant.  The reason for this substantial increase over the last Auberge is quite simple.  In 2011, with a robust balance in its coffers, the NAATF underwrote about 30 percent of each participant’s registration fee.  The committee believes that even with this increase, there will be little problem fulfilling our contractual commitment of 80 to 85 lodgers/diners to the event center, considering the student “buzz” that still exists from the last Auberge.  Indeed, there are many who attended their freshman or sophomore year that cannot wait to attend a second Auberge before graduation.   

The price will cover room (hotel suites), three meals, unlimited access to snacks & beverages, and all activity fees & prizes.  Teachers must accompany their students, as your participation is vital to the success of the program!  Additionally, participating instructors must be members of AATF, as our Nebraska Chapter is hosting this event.   If a teacher has eight or more attendees, his/her fee will be reduced to $30. 


Student registration and payment will be due by Friday, November 30.  Due to contractual obligations, we will not be able to issue refunds; therefore, if a student registers and later is unable to attend, you may substitute another participant from your school.  Since registrations are due before the holiday season, you might suggest to students that they put this event on their holiday wish list!

Because we want students to have a positive and enjoyable experience, we ask teachers only to encourage the participation of those students who will behave responsibly and appropriately and who are motivated to speak French!  To ensure 

their cooperation, we will ask students to sign a Code of CConduct form as part of the registration process.

Enclosed you will find a flyer to hang in your room to advertise L’Auberge, a school registration form, and a registration form for students that you may duplicate.  You will receive maps, itineraries, packing lists, and further instructions closer to March 9. 

Amitiés,

NAATF Auberge Planning Committee

Please send registration forms with payment to:


Cris Fishback

8969 Park Drive

Ralston, NE 68104

See the links below for marketing videos from our last Auberge:

Auberge ’11 Slide Show http://youtu.be/93rg5kWcVfM
Auberge ’11 First Place Video http://youtu.be/2wMLEZCBb1s
Auberge ’11 Second Place Video http://youtu.be/XVRkdo-jy2s
