Activities for Nature

Nature Pictionary
Write the nature vocabulary in Chinese on 3 X 5 cards, a separate word on each card.
Divide the students into two teams A and B. The first person on a team A takes a card
and draws on the white board what is written on the card. His teammates try to guess
what nature vocabulary word he/she is drawing. If the team guesses correctly, the team
gets two points. If not, team B gets a chance to earn one point if they guess the word
correctly.

Visualize that Picture
Give the students a nature picture. The more advanced the class, the more difficult the
picture. Allow the students to look at the picture for two minutes and then turn the
picture over. They then have to write in Chinese as many things as they can remember
that are in the picture. After compiling a class list, ask the students questions in Chinese
about the picture. You can have them look at the picture or answer the questions from
memory.

Nature Drawing
Give in Chinese a description of a nature drawing, and students draw it according to your
directions. Depending on the level of the students, the drawing may be very simple with
just a sun, cloud, mountain, river and tree to something much more complex .
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Nature Walk
The class will take a nature walk. During the walk, they will record in Chinese all of the
nature vocabulary that they see. More advanced classes can create a creature from items
they picked up during the walk such as a branch, a leaf, a weed etc. After creating their
creature, they write about it and present it orally to the class.

Scavenger Hunt
Divide the class into groups of three. Provide each group with a grocery bag, a dictionary
(for lower level classes), and a list of items in Chinese they are to find outside. Establish
boundaries students may not cross; for example, they must stay on the school grounds.
Have desks arranged in the front of the room, one for the items of each team. As the
teacher reads the list of items in Chinese, one member of each group holds up the item
they found. Prizes or points can be given to the groups finding all of the items. Items
may include the following: a yellow weed, a black rock, something ugly, a weed, green
grass, a thin stick, sand, a leaf, bird’s feather, something pretty etc.
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My Favorite Place
Draw your favorite place in nature and tell about that place in Chinese.

Draw and Label
Draw and color a nature picture including a mountain with snow on the top, a river, the
sun, a cloud with lightening coming from it, rain, trees, grass, flowers and any other
things you would like to include. Label everything in Chinese including the color. For
example, you would write green grass.
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Map Game
Give everyone an outline map of the target language. Brainstorm details that can be
found on maps, such as rivers, mountains, forests, roads, cities etc. As you show the map
of the target language country and describe where the mountains, rivers etc. are found,
students will draw and label the features on their individual maps

Draw that Picture
Give each student a sheet of white paper with six squares. Tell the students in the target
language something from nature such as a blue river, and the students draw what the
teacher indicates. They then pass the paper to their right. Tell the students to draw
something else from nature in a second square and then again pass the paper to the right.
Continue this procedure until all squares are filled. Each student will then have six
squares with objects from nature. These may then be cut up and used as flash cards.

Find Your Match
Draw several different pictures of nature on 3 X 5 cards, and then make an exact
duplicate of each card. For example, one card may contain a mountain with snow;
another may contain a white cloud with lightening coming from it etc. Distribute the
cards to the class. Students then must find their exact match by only speaking in
Chinese..
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