
throughout the state at:      

h t t p : / / t w i t t e r . c o m /

NELangTeach and/or like Ne-

braska International Languages 

Association on Facebook.  

  Finally, if you would like to 

be more actively involved in 

NILA or if there is some way in 

which NILA can better serve 

you, please do not hesitate to 

call or email one of the officers. 

All of the officers’ contact in-

formation can be found on 

NILA’s website under “About 

NILA,” “Executive Council.” 

We look forward to hearing 

from you. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Melanie Bloom 

NILA President 

  It was great to see everyone at 

the NILA Fall Conference on 

the beautiful Creighton Univer-

sity campus in Omaha! We 

would like to congratulate all of 

our award winners and every-

one who worked to make the 

conference a success. We 

would also like to thank all of 

our presenters for sharing their 

ideas to enhance both language 

teaching and student learning. 

Finally, we would like to thank 

Lisa Lilley for her wonderful 

keynote address and for pre-

senting a second session as 

well; both were met with rave 

reviews. If you were unable to 

attend this year’s conference or 

if you could not make it to all 

the sessions that you wanted to, 

several of our presenters have 

uploaded their presentations 

and materials on NILA’s web-

site.  

  We were also lucky this year 

to have ACTFL hold its 2011 

Convention in Denver, Colo-

rado. Having just returned from 

the ACTFL Convention, I can 

proudly say that Nebraska was 

well represented. Everywhere I 

went I seemed to run in to 

friends and colleagues from 

home. Attending ACTFL is 

always an invigorating experi-

ence as attendees return home 

with new perspectives and fresh 

ideas. Now it is time to share 

those ideas with colleagues and 

put them into practice in the 

classroom. One way NILA can 

help with this process is 

through both Twitter and    

Facebook. Sign up and share 

your ideas with colleagues 

UNO Foreign Languages Department) are hosting our annual Colloquium on Lan-

guage Teaching on March 31, from 1:00-5:00 on the UNO campus, and are still 

looking for presenters.   

The flyer describing the colloquium is online at:  http://bit.ly/MALT2012,  

and the online proposal submission process is available at:  

 http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/694405/MALT. 
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Restore FLAP Funding 
  The Foreign Lan-

guage Assistance Pro-

gram (FLAP), the only 

source of federal fund-

ing for K-12 foreign 

language programs, is 

slated to be cut or 

eliminated in congres-

sional budget propos-

als. Already, higher 

education spending for 

foreign languages 

(Title VI) has been cut 

$50 million, a 40 per-

cent reduction from the 

previous year. 

  ACT NOW and tell 

C o n g r e s s  h o w          

important language 

programs are in your 

community. 

NEW LANGUAGE 

LEGISLATION: H.R. 

1994 

  Congressmen Holt 

and Tonko have spon-

sored H.R. 1994 which 

provides students with 

access to high-quality 

w o r l d  l a n g u a g e        

instruction starting in 

the early grades and 

creates state language 

councils to share best 

p r a c t i c e s  a n d           

coordinate language 

programs across the 

state. To learn more 

about this important 

legislation, review a 

coalition support letter 

and summary below. 

  

D e a r  L a n g u a g e      

Education Supporter: 

  FLAP is in trouble. In 

early August, Congress 

p a s s e d  t h e 

Budget  Control Act, 

which raised the      

nation's debt limit 

while simultaneously 

mandating cuts in     

federal spending. This 

budget agreement    

between Congress and 

the Administration cut 

$7 billion and could 

result in significant  

reductions to education 

programs. Despite the 

many benefits of     

language learning to 

our nation's economic 

growth and security as 

well as to a student's 

ability to excel in 

school, funding for     

fore ign  language      

programs has come 

under attack. Already, 

h igher  educat ion 

spending for foreign 

languages (Title VI) 

has been cut by $50 

million, a 40 percent 

reduction from the    

previous year. The   

Foreign Language    

Assistance Program 

(FLAP), the only 

source of federal   

funding for K-12     

fore ign  language      

programs, is slated to 

be cut or eliminated in 

congressional budget 

proposals. 

   Clicking on either 

site for ACTFL or 

NILA will connect you 

with sample letters and 

more detail. 

Coalition Support Letter 

Excellence and Innovation in Language Learning Act Sum-

mary 

 These can be found at :  

http://actfl.org/i4a/headlines/headlinedetails.cfm?id=299  

http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=5280
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=5280
http://actfl.org/files/HR1994/ExcellenceandInnovationinLanguageLearningActSummary.pdf
http://actfl.org/files/HR1994/ExcellenceandInnovationinLanguageLearningActSummary.pdf
http://actfl.org/files/HR1994/ExcellenceandInnovationinLanguageLearningActSummary.pdf
http://actfl.org/i4a/headlines/headlinedetails.cfm?id=299


NATF 
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The Nebraska  Chapter of the 

American Association of 

Teachers of French met dur-

ing the NILA conference at 

Creighton University on Oct. 

15, 2011.  The officers for the 

NAATF are:  Mitzi Delman, 

President; Jennifer Rother-

ham, President-Elect; Ann 

Johnson, Vice-President; Pam 

Kooiker, Secretary; and Katy 

Salzman, Treasurer. 

After the retirement of Nikki 

MacDonald as administrator 

of the National French Exam 

this past year, the group has 

been looking for a replace-

ment to organize the national 

exam.  Mitzi Delman revealed 

that she has taken on the posi-

tion of Grand Concours ad-

ministrator for Nebraska.  

The main goal for this com-

ing year is to get the contest 

administration and registra-

t i o n  d o n e  o n l i n e .              

Congratulations go to Cris 

Fishback from Ralston High 

School for being selected as 

Nebraska’s French Teacher of 

the Year for 2011. 

The French Convention will 

be held April 28, 2012, at 

Ralston High School.  The 

Convention is open to Ne-

braska French students in 

middle and high school.  It is 

an opportunity for the stu-

dents to compete in many 

events, including poetry, mu-

sic, mousse eating, quiz bowl, 

and more.   Registration ma-

terials will be sent out at the 

beginning of February.  

Teachers who bring students 

should plan to work at the 

Convention.  Another activity 

for French students is the  

Auberge de Jeunesse.  This is 

an overnight activity where 

students get to actually use 

the French they are studying 

to have fun and participate in 

challenging activities.  Sarah 

Percival, Ann Johnson, Sarah 

Parkening and Cara Hem-

inger have agreed to work on 

planning the Auberge for 

2013. 

pas, and Cumbia dance               

lessons.  Participants left with 

fresh ideas, recuerdos from 

Argentina and a list of     

websites to use for the 

year.  The organizers for this 

immersion were Amanda 

Paredes, Shanna Hellerich, 

Jennifer Paskach, Mary Lea 

Free, Piper Marsh and Mandy 

F r e i t a g . 

  The next immersion is being 

tentatively planned for in 

spring/summer 2012.  If you 

  On Friday, October 14th, 

NATSP held the fall          

immersion in the Union      

Pacific Room at Creighton 

University.  The theme was a 

murder mystery and there 

were a variety of ideas shared 

from writing a famous       

person's obituary to solving 

t h e  " W h o  d i d  i t ? " 

game.  Along with activities 

and prizes, there was also a 

cooking lesson for making 

Colombian snack food, are-

are interested in helping or 

presenting that would be 

greatly    appreciated.  Feel 

free to contact Mandy Freitag 

at afreitag@westside66.org . 

  New officiers were also    

appointed during the business 

m e e t i n g :   

Mandy Freitag - President 

Mary Lea Free - Vice      

President  

Lila Brock – Treasurer 

NATSP 
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NATG 

Membership 

Why do 5,000 lan-

guage educators be-

long to AATG? 

  Look at all that's    

included: networking, 

m e n t o r i n g ,               

collaboration, awards 

and recognition of   

students, teachers and 

centers of excellence, 

scholarships, honor 

societies, student trips 

abroad, CEUs, national 

advocacy, breaking 

news, top research,  

reliable information, 

member rates on 

A A T G  t e a c h i n g       

materials, training, 

seminars, workshops, 

and the AATG/ACTFL 

Annual Convention ... 

and the chance to 

shape your future.   

  Join AATG by       

December 31, 2011 for 

the 2012 calendar year 

and you will be     

a u t o m a t i c a l l y          

registered to win a  $50 

or a multi-region DVD 

player – 

winner’s choice. This 

contest is open to all 

memberships that are 

current as of  January 

1, 2012. See the link 

above for membership 

dues. I will contact the 

AATG shortly after the 

first of the year for a 

current membership 

list. Those names will 

be entered in the   

drawing. The winner 

will be notified in early 

J a n u a r y ,  a n d            

announced via e-mail 

shortly thereafter.  

R e g i s t e r  a t 

http://www.aatg.org/membe

rship  

  Wendy Brennan and 

Pam Hoover were both 

honored Saturday   

evening in Denver at 

the AATG Awards  

r e c e p t i o n .     

Wendy received the  

K-8  Ou t s t and in g    

German Educator 

Award and Pam     

Hoover received the 

ISE Language Matters 

A w a r d .     

 

  The Outstanding   

Educator Award is  

presented by AATG 

for excellence in teach-

ing, as evidenced by 

the individual's ability 

to stimulate and     

challenge students in-

tellectually; and the 

teacher's professional 

growth and contribu-

tions, as evidenced by 

continued study, by the 

ability to influence the 

quality of education in 

classrooms other than 

one's own, and by con-

tributions to the      

academic environment 

outside the classroom.  

 

  The ISE Language 

Matters Award is  

s p o n s o r e d  b y           

Intercultural Student 

Experiences to recog-

nize a high school 

teacher of German who 

has achieved out-

standing success in get-

ting students to speak 

German through exem-

plary motivation and 

creative methods; in 

addition, the winner 

shall be a teacher who 

has provided authentic 

immersion experiences 

outside the classroom 

for students to apply 

their speaking skills.  

 

Pictures are available 

on the NATG website: 

  

http://www.aatg.org/membership
http://www.aatg.org/membership
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News from ACTFL’s Delegate Assembly 

T h e  A C T F L           

Proficiency Guide-

lines 

T h e  A C T F L            

Proficiency Guide-

lines have been re-

vised.  A new feature 

of the 2012 Guide-

lines is their   publica-

tion online,  supported 

with glossed terminol-

ogy and      annotated 

multimedia samples 

of performance at 

each level for Speak-

ing and Writing, and 

examples of oral and 

written texts and tasks          

associated with each 

level for Reading and 

Listening. 

 

Common Core and 

t h e  N a t i o n a l        

S t a n d a r d s  f o r        

Language Learning 

A task force of        

representatives from 

the language field has 

been working with the 

National Governors 

Association and the 

Council of Chief State 

School Officers to 

draft a document that    

highlights how the 

National Standards for 

Foreign Languages 

support the existing 

Common Core Stan-

dards for Language 

Arts.  Making that 

connection of World 

Languages to Lan-

guage Arts can help 

put us where we want 

to be. 

T e a c h e r                  

Effectiveness:  What 

does it mean to Lan-

guage Educators?   

The emphasis on 

teacher effectiveness 

both at the federal 

level with the Race to 

the Top grants and the 

language f ie ld ’s     

interest in assessing 

student progress have 

prompted a look at the 

relationship between 

teacher and student 

performance.  One 

model that was        

discussed was the Tell 

Project.  For more   

information, please 

v i s i t 

www.TellProject.Com

.  Materials are avail-

able free from the 

website. 

 

Language Advocacy:  

S t r a t e g i e s  f o r       

Progress at the     

National Level 

Susan Frost of The 

Sheridan Group and 

David Edwards of 

J N C L / N C L I S          

addressed the group to 

outline a strategy for 

ensuring that language 

learning becomes a  

national priority and 

that every graduate is 

proficient in at least 

two languages.  They 

have initiated the     

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f        

language legislation 

that  outl ines a        

c o m p r e h e n s i v e         

approach to language 

learning in the United 

States.   

 

We as language      

educators need to   

continue to be          

advocates by not only 

keeping in contact 

w i t h  o u r                 

representatives in 

Washington, but our 

local representatives 

as well.  Students and   

parents can advocate 

for our programs too.  

Having our students 

demonstrate what they 

can do for members of 

t h e  c o m m u n i t y 

(including our school 

board members) is 

very powerful.    

http://www.TellProject.Com


NILA Conference Award Winners 
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NAT/NILA Awards: 

NATF Teacher of the Year – Chris Fishback 

French Raffle Basket Winner – Rebecca Rhoads 

NATG Teacher of the Year – The original founders of the or-

ganization were recognized and scholarship money set 

aside for travel  

German Raffle Basket Winner – Nick Zeigler 

NATSP Teacher of the Year – Candida Kraska 

Spanish Raffle Basket Winner – Jessica Sanchez 

Mini-grant winner – None 

Honoring of Retirees 

Nicki MacDonald, Lola Thomas, Peter Rinekort, 

Elijah Powell, Janet Schmitz, Pam Hoover, *Linda 

Mires, *Pat Branson 

*NILA Emeritis Retiree 

NILA Teacher of the Year – None  

New World Language Teacher of the Year – Ginger Starks 

Yoble 

Pro Lingua Award was presented to Gerda Bailey 

Free Membership – Jim Chvala 

T- Shirt Winners – Brett Thompson, Barbara Lund Irvin 

Basket Winner – Anne McCormich  
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NILA Poster Session Ideas 
If you missed out on  this year’s new NILA poster session, con-

sider bringing your ideas for the 2012 NILA Conference at 

UNO.  This gives new and old members a simple  way to get 

more involved in the conference in a very easy way.  Simple 

bring in your  idea/project/student examples and share. share. 

share.   



Central States Conference of Teaching of Foreign Languages 
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The annual Central States Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages includes ap-

proximately 140 workshops and sessions presented by world language teachers at all levels 

of instruction. It is governed by a Board of Directors which is elected by the membership of 

the CSCTFL Advisory Council as outlined in its by-laws. 

The Central States Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages serves the 

seventeen states of: 

Arkan-

sas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Misso

uri,Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, 

and Wisconsin. 

You can be part of this process through regular attendance at the annual confer-

ence. In addition, you can join the Advisory Council, which offers opportunities for 

professional involvement. 

Learn more about Central States Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 

http://www.csctfl.org/  

http://www.aflta.org/AFLTA_Site/Main.html
http://www.aflta.org/AFLTA_Site/Main.html
http://www.ccflt.org/
http://www.ictfl.org/
http://www.iflta.org/
http://www.iwla.net/
http://www.kswla.org/
http://www.kwla-online.org/
http://www.miwla.org/new/
http://www.mctlc.org/
http://flamnet.org/
http://flamnet.org/
http://www.education.ne.gov/forlg/
http://www.jc.edu/users/faculty/stevenso/FLAND/index.html
http://www.ofla-online.org/
http://www.oflta.org/
http://www.augie.edu/related/sdfla/index.html
http://www.tflta.org/
http://www.waflt.org/
http://www.csctfl.org/about-csctfl/advisory-council.html
http://www.csctfl.org/
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International Forum on Language Teaching Summer Conference 

July 10 , 11, 12, 2012 

Breckenridge Colorado 

Three day hands-on Learning Lab model featuring lessons in 

Spanish, French, German, Mandarin, English. Participants will ex-

perience hands-on training in comprehension based methods in 

an immersion setting. 

More information available in late December at: http://

www.iflt.org/  

  CSCTFL events on Thursday: 

  CSCTFL events on Friday:  

Keynote Speaker Linda Mornell

 CSCTFL events on Saturday: 

 National exhibitors 

 Almost 200 sessions 

 Special sessions and more 

 20+ workshops 

CSCTFL Events:   

http://www.iflt.org/
http://www.iflt.org/


• Network to resources, creative 

ideas, and collaborate with teachers 

just like you! 

NILA offers it s members Professional 

Development & Recognition!  

• NILA Fall Conference 

• Nebraska chapters of the Associa-

tions of Teachers of French, German, 

and Spanish & Portuguese 

• Summer institutes addressing cur-

riculum, instruction, and assessment 

• Mini-grants for New Teachers 

• Recognition: STAR AWARDS, Out-

standing Young Educator Award, 

Outstanding FL Teacher in Nebraska 

• An extensive website with links to 

information on world languages edu-

cation in Nebraska and across the 

nation! 

The Nebraska International Languages 

Association (NILA) is your profes-

sional organization dedicated to the 

support and promotion of the teach-

ing of languages and English as a sec-

ond language in the state of Ne-

braska. 

Individual membership in NILA is 

open to any person who is interested 

in or who is actively engaged in the 

teaching of a second language at any 

level of education. NILA membership 

is also open to administrators, school 

counselors, retired teachers, student 

teachers, interns and parents. 

NILA is your support system! 

• Connect with colleagues in the field 

of language education across the 

state. Get great ideas for Monday 

morning, best professional practices, 

and tricks for every day of the year! 

NILA is your voice!   

• Provides Nebraska members with 

representation at national confer-

ences and in organizations such as:  

ACTFL (American Council on the 

Teaching of Foreign Languages) and 

The Central States Conference 

• Promotes the study of languages 

nationwide through its involvement 

with the Joint National Committee 

for Languages (JNCL) 

Primary Business Address 

Your Address Line 2 

Your Address Line 3 

Your Address Line 4 

 

Microsoft 

What is NILA?  

http://www.education.ne.gov/

forlg/NILA/NILA_Main.htm#  

http://www.education.ne.gov/forlg/NILA/NILA_Main.htm#
http://www.education.ne.gov/forlg/NILA/NILA_Main.htm#

