ANYWHERE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ABC Elementary School

October 16, 2015
Dear Parent/Patron,
Anywhere Public Schools (APS), and all staff members at Apple Elementary School, are dedicated to providing all students with the educational foundation necessary to succeed in future career, college and life. To ensure your student’s success, we have set high standards that are reflected in what is taught in each of our schools and classrooms.

As a part of a federal law known as the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, public schools, through NeSA test scores, are judged against multiple goals established by NCLB.  Last year, Apple Elementary was required to meet reading and math goals in multiple subgroups in order to be judged as meeting Adequate Yearly Progress or AYP.  If one of these subgroup goals is not met, the school is labeled as not meeting AYP.  In 2014-2015, Apple Elementary did not meet AYP.  This is due to NCLB goals being at 100% for all subgroups. Overall, Apple Elementary met many of the AYP criteria but not all.  However, for the last six years some of the student subgroups did not meet the goals in the areas of reading and mathematics.  As a result, Apple Elementary School has been labeled as a school in need of improvement, Year 5.  This places the building in restructuring status for the 2015-16 school year.
Like many school districts in Nebraska, APS did not meet what are called the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) goals for 2014-2015 as required by NCLB. These reports measure our school district’s performance in terms of the percentage of students who are at or above state-defined academic standard goals in major academic areas. For our schools to meet AYP this year, again, 100 percent of students – regardless of special needs, English language mastery, or other life-impacting circumstances – must have met proficiency standards.  
Similarly, 100 percent of Apple Elementary students must have met proficiency standards in order to meet AYP goals for 2014-2015.  Because that did not occur, we have been categorized by the NCLB goals as being in restructuring Year 5 of Needs Improvement.  This status is given as a result of the following subgroups of students not meeting proficiency standards in Reading and Math:  

Reading:  Special Education Students and English Language Learners

Math:  Students that Qualify for the Free/Reduced Lunch Program and Special Education Students
By comparison, across the APS district, the following subgroups of elementary school students did not meet proficiency standards: 

Reading:  Hispanic Students, Black Students, Students of Two or More Races, English Language Learners, Students that Qualify for the Free/Reduced Lunch Program; and Special Education Students

Math: English Language Learners and Special Education Students

Because of our Needs Improvement status, and because Apple Elementary is a school that receives federal funds through Title I, the oldest and largest source of federal education funding to assist schools with high rates of poverty, our school is required to continue carrying out a restructuring plan that was developed during the 2014-2015 school year. Our plan, which is attached to this letter, included two main strategies that Apple Elementary continues to implement today. These are (1) the implementation of weekly planning meetings by grade level in which teachers analyze student academic data, and then set goals and monitor results to help improve their instruction in very detailed ways; and (2) implementation of a research-based framework which integrates language development into mainstream, grade-level course content.  We will hold a parent meeting this winter to update you on our progress with these strategies, and will look forward to your input at that time. 

In the meantime, we invite you to review our school’s proficiency and that of all APS schools on the Nebraska Department of Education website (http://www.education.ne.gov/). The link can be found titled ‘State of the Schools Report.’ We are also required to provide the option of students who live in our attendance area to choose and enroll in another APS school that is eligible to receive Public School Choice transfers. A list of the schools available for choice is attached. Transportation may also be available to accommodate this school choice option.  If you are interested in having your child attend another school, please contact our school office for more information.

Finally, we also have free tutoring services available for qualifying students.   All parents received information about how to utilize this service in (month) and first semester enrollment for tutoring has now been completed. Information about second semester enrollment will be sent home in January. To qualify for tutoring, your student must also qualify for the free or reduced meals program in addition to living in the Apple Elementary attendance area.

Your support matters and we encourage you to attend school events such as parent/teacher conferences and curriculum nights.  Please contact us or check our website for information about our parent events.  We would also be eager to provide you any “at home” strategies to support reading and math learning.  You can regularly monitor your child’s academic progress by registering for and using the Infinite Campus Portal at https://campus/portal/aps.jsp. The portal allows you to view current assignments and grades.

We invite you to contact the school if you have additional questions about any details.  We will continue to celebrate our school’s many successes as we continuously work to provide a quality education for all students.

Sincerely,
Susan Schoolwise

Principal, ABC Elementary School
Enclosure

Year 5 Restructuring











