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AQuESTT 
Accountability for a Quality Education 

System, Today and Tomorrow 
 

A next-generation accountability  
system that supports and rewards 
continuous improvement for every  

child, school, and educator 



How Can Family Engagement 
Enhance Student Success? 

Welcome - 
Diane Stuehmer,  
Federal Programs Administrator 



The Six Tenets of AQuESTT 





Positive Partnerships,  
Relationships, and Student Success 

The State Board believes that student engagement 
through positive partnerships and relationships are 
fundamental to successful schools and districts.   
The State Board seeks to support schools and 
districts to implement best practices in student, 
family and community engagement to enhance 
educational experiences and opportunities. 
 
Areas of Focus 

• Individualized or Personalized Learning Plans 

• Attendance and Participation 

• Family Engagement 

• Community and Support Services 

 
 



Federal Program Requirements 
• Early Childhood  Rule 11 
• IDEA / Rule 51 
• NCLB 

– Title I 
– The School Improvement Grants (SIG) 
– Title III 
– Title IV 
– Title X 

 
http://www.education.ne.gov/CIPToolkit/familycom
munity/pdf/programrequirements.pdf 

How Can Family Engagement 
Enhance Student Success? 

http://www.education.ne.gov/CIPToolkit/familycommunity/pdf/programrequirements.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/CIPToolkit/familycommunity/pdf/programrequirements.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/CIPToolkit/familycommunity/pdf/programrequirements.pdf


How Can Family Engagement 
Enhance Student Success? 

Perspectives from a Former 
Administrator- 
 
Brad Conner,  
Federal Programs 
Title I & II Consultant 



Family Engagement Supports 
Student Success 

National Research 
A New Wave of Evidence: The Impact of 
School, Family and Community 
Connections on Student Achievement,  
A research synthesis by Anne T. Henderson, Karen L. 
Mapp, 2002 
 
 Karen Stevens,  

Chair, NDE Family Engagement Impact Team 



How Can Family Engagement 
Enhance Student Success? 

Students whose families are involved in 
their learning 
• Have earned better grades 
• Enroll in higher-level programs 
• Have higher graduation rates 
• More likely to enroll in postsecondary 

education 
• More positive attitudes toward school 



http://www.education.ne.gov/CIPToolkit/familycommunity/articles.html 
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http://www.expandinglearning.org/expandingminds/article/evidence-based-strategies-supporting-and-enhancing-family-engagement


How Can Family Engagement 
Enhance Student Success? 

Issues, Challenges and Strategies – 
 
Facilitated discussion led by 
Dr. Lisa St. Clair 
Interdisciplinary Center for Program 
Evaluation 
Monroe Meyer Institute/University of NE 
Medical Center 



Communication 
 
Moving from             to  



Welcoming Environment 



Academic and Social 
Benefits for Students 



Extending Learning to Home 



Sharing Student’s Needs with 
Student’s Strengths 



How Can Family Engagement 
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Sharing Resources - 
 
Pat Frost,  
Federal Programs 
Title I Consultant 



http://www.education.ne.gov/CIPtoolkit/index.html 

http://www.education.ne.gov/CIPtoolkit/index.html
http://www.education.ne.gov/CIPtoolkit/index.html
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Enhance Student Success? 

Published 2007 

http://www.education.ne.gov/CIPToolkit/familycommunity/BakeSale.html 
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How Can Family Engagement 
Enhance Student Success? 

Questions & Discussion 



THINK BROADER 
Holistic view of each student 
Equal access to information 

Collective impact  
 

EXPERIENCE BOLDER 
New system for measurement  

Customized for Nebraska 
Outcome-based approach 

 

BE BETTER 
Continuous improvement  
Sharing of best practices 

Focused on every student, every day 
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