3.2 Expansion of Network – 34 CFR 364.25
Describe the design for the further expansion of the network, including identification of the unserved and underserved areas in the State and the order of priority for serving these areas as additional funding becomes available (beyond the required cost-of-living increase). 

Nebraska’s Independent Living partners will engage in a facilitated planning process to improve communication and collaboration among Nebraska’s independent living providers, organizations, and individuals; and, to expand the delivery of independent living services throughout Nebraska.

The unserved or underserved populations to be designated a priority for outreach efforts are: individuals with traumatic brain injuries, and individuals with psychiatric disabilities.

Outreach efforts will be statewide as these disability groups are unserved or underserved regardless of whether they reside in urban or rural areas of the State.

The unserved and underserved geographic areas to be targeted are North Central, Southeast, and Southwest Nebraska. There are six Counties in the North Central region that are currently not included in the service area of any Center for Independent Living (CIL). These Counties are Cherry, Brown, Rock, Holt, Boyd, and Keya Paha. There are five Counties in Southeast Nebraska that are currently not included in the service area of any CIL. These Counties are Otoe, Johnson, Nemaha, Pawnee, and Richardson. Southwest Nebraska is served by a CIL that does not receive any Part C funds.

Nebraska is assessing how best to provide CIL services to those potential consumers living in the unserved and underserved areas. As a result of this assessment, Nebraska will identify an order of priority for serving these areas with CILs funded under Part C and the minimum level of regular Part C funding and other criteria that will need to be met before Nebraska will establish a new CIL in the unserved areas and the area currently served by the Panhandle Center for Independent Living Services. The results of this assessment will be included in the FY 2011-2013 SPIL. In the interim consumers  in the unserved and underserved areas of the State are provided independent living services in the following ways:

· The League of Human Dignity conducts Medicaid Waiver Assessments for individuals in these counties. The Assistive Technology Partnership completes barrier removal assessments for individuals in these Counties who are consumers of Vocational Rehabilitation and for individuals in need of Part B independent living services. Through the provision of these services individuals found to be in need of more extensive services to include core services provided by the CILs will be referred for those services. Those services would be provided on an itinerate basis.

· During the past year the Center for Independent Living of Central Nebraska established several satellite offices in Western Nebraska. This has better ensured independent living services are available to underserved parts of the State. Although these offices have recently been closed itinerate office locations have been established throughout the Center’s catchment area which has ensured continued access to services in underserved parts of the State.

· Part B funding will be distributed to fund the NESILC, the Panhandle Independent Living Services (PILS) and the Assistive Technology Partnership (ATP) to provide independent living services. Nebraska Vocational Rehabilitation will use Title I funds to meet it’s financial obligation to support the NESILC. This frees up the limited Chapter I Part B junds to use for direct client services.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) Independent Living funds and any additional funds made available during the period of this SPIL will be distributed in a manner which ensures the goals established by the Nebraska Independent Living partners are achieved.

The Part C funds will continue to be distributed to the League of Human Dignity and the Center for Independent Living of Central Nebraska based on the current distribution percentage. That percentage is 84.5 percent for the League of Human Dignity and 15.5 percent for the Center for Independent Living of Central Nebraska. This distribution percentage will also apply to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) Part C funds and any additional funds made available during the period of this SPIL.
