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NEXT MEETING: 	10:00 a.m. on Wednesday June 26, 2013 
Goal 1. Dashboard
The License Agreement between the Ed-Fi Alliance and the Nebraska Department of Education is completed.  Ed-Fi has released the model dashboards and source code to NDE as of last week.   We are also creating a website devoted to the SLDS grant that will record progress on meeting the goals and activities as well as provide general information and announcements. The sessions at the 2013 Data Conference on the dashboard and other activities in the SLDS grant were well attended and seemed to generate a lot of interest. 
The final count of members in the Design Teams is 24.  This includes 6 ESU and 18 districts.  A question and answer meeting was held during the 2013 Data Conference for members of the Design Team. The members have begun to submit their Top 10 lists and NDE is in the process of designing the forms to collate the data for analysis. The application for the Dashboard Pilot Districts was sent in a NDE Bulletin with a due date of June 15th.  The first application has been submitted already.  We hope to be able to announce the finalists by the June 26th meeting.
Goal 2. Professional Development
The members of the Data Cadre met with the ESU professional development staff at their May meeting.  The Data Cadre is developing a framework and document for training called Data Literacies. Members of the Cadre anticipate completion of the documents by July 30.  The Data Cadre members are aligning their training with NDE’s annual Continuous Improvement Process (CIP) workshops offered each Fall.
Goal 3. Research and Development Team
An NDE internal group continues work on developing guidance and rules covering research and evaluation activities of this new section.   This is follow-up to work begun with staff from McREL in February.  The products will include a revised NDE Data Access and Use Policy and Procedures and an internal procedure manual.
Goal 4. NSSRS Support
The eScholar© Interstate Locator module has been purchased and installed.  Testing the new system is underway.  An additional staff person has been hired to work with the enrollment data and the Interstate Locator system. Work is underway on the other activities of Goal 4 including the Data Governance Plan, Data Dictionary alignment with the Common Education Data Standards (CEDS) and Metadata. 
My work as the SLDS grant director will end on June 30.  Plans are underway to have a new grant coordinator in place by then.  I want to thank all of your for your involvement and support in getting the activities in this SLDS grant off to a good start and hope that you will continue to do so.  I will be assuming a new role in NDE in July and will continue to observe how these SLDS activities develop.
