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Introductions:  Marilyn introduced the new Data Research and Evaluation Director Dr. Dean Folkers.  He had been at NDE in Career Education a few years ago so some district staff may know him.  
Adding A-47 to guidance for Graduation Cohort – Jill/Pam/Eva.  This proposed Frequently Asked Question is related to students in 8th grade and setting the cohort.  The document to review was sent out the morning of 3/6/2013, it got stuck in the State of Nebraska email so please review and comment if appropriate.  This guidance will be added to the Graduation Cohort Guidance for 2013-2014 to highlight this process but this guidance should already be in practice.  Some districts were following these guidelines but some districts were not.  
Continued discussion on Proposed definition of School of Membership. – Jill.  The document to review was sent out the morning of 3/6/ 2013, it got stuck in the State of Nebraska email so please review and comment if appropriate.  This definition will be adopted and utilized in our instructions for 2013-2014 if no objection comments are received.  This change is to clarify the School Number [Location Code} used in the templates.  There will be a change for 2013-2014 for School Number [Student Grades LocationCode (2)] from location where the course was delivered to School of Membership.  NDE will be meeting with the SIS Vendors after the Data Conference to go over updates to NSSRS. 
Progress report on NSSRS Validation regarding the student lookup for newly arrived/enrolled students – Jill.  When implemented, districts will have to submit a student and school enrollment record with a 1XX code in order to see the student’s information.  At first we will include the NeSa and ELDA assessment data.  The group input that the next priority data we should release in this report are SPED and ELL.
Progress report on NSSRS Validation regarding K-8 students that did not return but had no exit code – Jill.  This will be a validation error and may be available at the end of March 2013.  This will include students that had a 1XX School Enrollment record at the end of the 2011-2012 school year but do not have any records for 2012-2013.
Proposed new field for Head Start – Jill.  This proposal was sent out to the District Data Collection group.  There are two proposals, please review and comment if appropriate.  The group liked the idea of adding a new Programs Fact Programs Code rather than adding another data element to the Student template.  The data would only have to be reported on those students that are in the Programs Fact for Early Childhood rather than having to provide a response on the Student Template for all students.  This data element is still being discussed at NDE.
Additional topics/discussion from the group? – Pam.  Data Conference presentations can still be submitted thru 3/8/2013.  Registration is open too.  Website is http://ndeconference.education.ne.gov/ Select the 2013 Nebraska Data Conference.
Defining when courses are completed for students that are PK that might attend two years of prekindergarten and students that are 18-21 special education students in alternative settings for life skills and job training.  This topic will be discussed at NDE internally and returned to this group and added to guidance if appropriate.
Next meeting 4/3/2013, any conflicts? – Pam.  There is a Rural Education Conference but no one objected to this next meeting date. 
Ideas for topics to be discussed – currently on hold, pending discussion/work by internal NDE groups
· Clarification on attendance reporting regarding late starts, early outs, etc.
· Assigning teacher in alternative schools regarding student grades.
· Possibility of changing Snapshot data, issues related to the Rule 2, 20 days and having accurate data.
Please forward any comments, ideas, concerns to Marilyn.Peterson@nebraska.gov, 402-471-4740 or Pam.Tagart@nebraska.gov, 402-471-4735.
