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Adding a field to the Student Template for Students Opting Out of Directory Information – Districts are doing this a lot of different ways and it appears some are custom fields.  NDE will look into our future data warehouse to see if that data is there, if yes, NDE will work with the vendors to see if that can be added to NSSRS, but it may not be for 2015-2016.  NDE will need to clarify exactly what this means.  There will be a session at the AQuESTT conference related to Directory Information as determined by Rule 6 (Regulations and Standards for Uniform Sharing of Student Data, Records and Information).   This rule became effective 11/4/2014.  NDE may also have a webinar.
Adding a field to the Student Template to indicate if a Student’s school of membership is a nonpublic or an exempt home school – Districts again have a number of ways of identifying these students.  It was suggested maybe we could connect to the NDE Exempt Home School data.  NDE will not add this field at this time pending review of the need.  Some districts said they can identify the SPED students better than the Exempt Home School students.
Perkins Concentrators, one area?  Feedback on the districts related to this was that it would be very hard to determine one area.  They like that students have the flexibility to have more than one.  Districts reminded NDE that if we need to do this based on Student Grades, NDE will have to come up with some business rules once the Programs Fact is removed for Career Ed.
DDCG Membership and Data Governance – NDE will be reviewing the DDCG group membership for participation and representation of the state board districts.  This is an opportunity for those that do not want to participate in the future to let us know and possibly make a recommendation for new participants.  As part of NDE’s data governance work, the DDCG group will be formally recognized and expectation of participants, etc will be determined.  NDE will be contacting you.
AQuESTT conference empowered BY DATA will be 4/27-4/28 in Kearney.  NDE is hoping districts will bring teams to this event.  These teams may be those involved in the school improvement process.  NDE will unpack the elements of the classifications and tenets.  A draft agenda will be provided in the next week.
Other items – I (Pam Tagart) asked districts how they handle Contracted Out students in their SIS.  Again districts are handling this a number of ways.  There is still some confusion on what the resident district reports and what the receiving districts reports, especially related to SPED.  Currently if a contracted out student goes to another Nebraska public school district, the receiving district reports everything except the two or so records the sending district reports to show the student is contracted out (Student and School Enrollment and possibly Student Snapshot).  If the student is contracted out to an entity that is not a Nebraska public school district, then the resident district reports everything for the student.  See Who Reports What http://www.education.ne.gov/nssrs/docs/Who_Reports_What_07_21_2014.pdf .  NDE is in the process of updating this document BUT the updates do not change what I have described above.  NDE will continue to work with SPED and Federal programs to ensure we are reporting correctly for state and federal reporting.  If there are any updates to this, you will be notified through the district or program contacts.
Enrollment codes NDE discussed in previous meetings, are we going to implement those?  School districts may implement those codes in their systems but for now will have to cross-walk the codes to the appropriate enrollment code for NDE reporting.  NDE would like to have these new codes but didn’t want to change much in NSSRS as we move toward a new data system that vendors are really working hard to interface with.  It was noted these codes would help school districts and that some vendors will not let them add codes unless NDE requires them.  Again, at this time NDE will not be adding the new enrollment codes.  We hope to have them in the future.
Next meeting to be determined.
Please forward any comments, ideas and concerns to Dean.Folkers@nebraska.gov  402-471-4740 or Pam.Tagart@nebraska.gov, 402-471-4735.


