MEMOIR PROJECT! 
The details of the project: 
· Our final project for this unit is to write your own memoir! It will be due on ________________________. 
· You will select at least 3 turning points from your own life to write your memoir about. 
· You can choose how you will organize your memoir around your turning points. 
· Each turning point must be described in detail and must show what you experienced in addition to explaining how this moment affected or changed you as a person. 
· In addition to your turning points, you will write an introduction to your memoir. In the introduction you will introduce yourself as the author and explain who you are, why you’re writing this memoir, and how you feel as though the turning points you selected will impact the rest of your life. (You will write the introduction after you finish your turning points!) 

What to do next?
1. Identify your turning points using the brainstorm activity
2. Select your turning points and describe them
3. Outline your turning points (if needed)
4. Begin your first draft of your turning points
5. Edit and revise
6. Complete your final draft 


MEMOIR PROJECT! Finding YOUR turning points
Directions: In order to write your memoir, you first must decide on your turning points. Use the life graphic organizer to help you sort through possible turning points in your life through various time periods.  

 (
Middle School Years
) (
Childhood
) (
High School Years
)
Now: Select 3-4 of the events/moments/memories from your brainstorm that you believe are your best turning points for your memoir. In the table below list the turning points and explain their significance. 
	Turning Point
	Significance: *How did this turning point have an affect on you? 
                        *How did this turning point change your way of thinking? 

	#1








	

	#2









	

	#3









	

	#4









	





Name:______________________________ 
Turning Point #1
Event: What happened? ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The “Who/What/When/Where” Details:
Who was involved? ___________________________________________________________
Where did it happen? __________________________________________________________
When did it happen? __________________________________________________________
What caused the event to happen?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________


5 Senses Description:
	What did you see?
	




	What did you hear?
	




	What did you taste?
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	What did you smell?
	




	What did you feel?
	







Change: How did you change as a result of this event? How was this a turning point in your life?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The Story: Tell your readers the story of the event.  Make the readers feel as though they were there when it happened.


Name:______________________________ 
Turning Point #2
Event: What happened? ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The “Who/What/When/Where” Details:
Who was involved? ___________________________________________________________
Where did it happen? __________________________________________________________
When did it happen? __________________________________________________________
What caused the event to happen?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________


5 Senses Description:
	What did you see?
	




	What did you hear?
	




	What did you taste?
	




	What did you smell?
	




	What did you feel?
	







Change: How did you change as a result of this event? How was this a turning point in your life?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The Story: Tell your readers the story of the event.  Make the readers feel as though they were there when it happened.

Name:______________________________ 
Turning Point #3
Event: What happened? ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The “Who/What/When/Where” Details:
Who was involved? ___________________________________________________________
Where did it happen? __________________________________________________________
When did it happen? __________________________________________________________
What caused the event to happen?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________


5 Senses Description:
	What did you see?
	




	What did you hear?
	




	What did you taste?
	




	What did you smell?
	




	What did you feel?
	






Change: How did you change as a result of this event? How was this a turning point in your life?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The Story: Tell your readers the story of the event.  Make the readers feel as though they were there when it happened.


Name:______________________________ 
Turning Point #4
Event: What happened? ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The “Who/What/When/Where” Details:
Who was involved? ___________________________________________________________
Where did it happen? __________________________________________________________
When did it happen? __________________________________________________________
What caused the event to happen?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________


5 Senses Description:
	What did you see?
	




	What did you hear?
	




	What did you taste?
	




	What did you smell?
	




	What did you feel?
	






Change: How did you change as a result of this event? How was this a turning point in your life?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The Story: Tell your readers the story of the event.  Make the readers feel as though they were there when it happened.

