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Information Document
Idea Title:  
‘America the Beautiful’ Quarter Design Project

Objectives:  

Students will….

· Understand the process of money creation in the United States

· Utilize online resources to research the United States attraction chosen for the project

· Compose a written response to why the attraction was chosen and its importance

· Design a quarter accurately depicting the attraction
· Create a poster combining students original written response and quarter design

· Share their poster with the class and discuss the attraction
Overview:  
The US Mint recently announced the  ‘America the Beautiful’ quarter program. The US Mint has selected fifty-six national parks and other historical sites that will be depicted on quarters over the next several years. Students will be designing a quarter depicting one of the chosen attractions. 

NBEA Standards: 
Economics - VII. The Role of Government
Concepts/Skills Reinforced or Mastered: 
Exchange, money, and interdependence.
Course/Grade Level:  
Economics & Personal Finance - Grades 10-12
Materials/Resources/Equipment:  
· Computer Lab access – Internet research and word processing

· Markers, colored pencils or other drawing materials

· Large piece of construction paper to draw poster

· Scissors and glue for formatting and assembling poster
Time Required to Complete the Lesson/Unit: 
Three 50-minute class periods

· Day 1 – Introduce project, choose attraction, begin research and writing written component

· Day 2 – Continue research and writing written component, draw quarter design

· Day 3 – Assemble all components on poster and finalize projects, present posters
Reprinted with permission from Matt Maw, Lincoln East High School

‘America the Beautiful’ Quarter Design Assignment

Your Task: 

The US Mint recently announced the ‘America the Beautiful’ quarter program. The US Mint has selected fifty-six national parks and other historical sites that will be depicted on quarters over the next several years.  You will be designing a quarter depicting one of the chosen attractions. 

Step 1: Visit http://www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/NSQuartersProgram and select an attraction for the quarter you will design.

Step 2: Inform your teacher of your project choice to ensure that it is not already taken.  Each class member will create a quarter for a different attraction.

Step 3: Write a one-page explanation of why the attraction was chosen and what the attraction is.  Use font size 24 with 2” side margins.  After printing the explanation, trim and attach to your poster. 

Step 4: Draw your proposed coin design on the poster and add the attraction name. 

Below is a sample layout of how your poster should look. 


 

	Item
	Comments
	Possible Points
	Your Points

	Attraction Name prominently displayed
	
	2
	

	Creation of Quarter – recognizable (right attraction, accurately portrayed), showcases what quarter may be like
	
	8
	

	Summary – highlights research of quarter attraction, explains why it was chosen and what it is, well-written (no errors, correct grammar, overall flow)
	
	8
	

	Formatting of Summary – 1 page, size 24 font, 2” side margins, trimmed to nicely fit on paper.
	
	2
	

	Quality of Work – neatness, time management, teacher discretion
	
	5
	

	
	TOTAL
	25
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Attraction Name








Why do you think the attraction was chosen?


Provide some brief information about your attraction.
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