
Grade 8 -- Informational 
Go for a Spin at a Job Fair  
A job fair is something that jobseekers– especially recent graduates – might find daunting. Is it 
like a typical job interview? What do I bring? How do I behave? 
 
It’s easy to feel lost in a sea of other potential hires, but sticking to a few guidelines can 
provide optimal success in such an overwhelming atmosphere. Here’s how. 
 
BE PREPARED 
 
There’s nothing worse than showing up to an interview unprepared. The same can be said of a 
job fair. 
 
“It helps if candidates do research on the companies before a job fair and sound 
knowledgeable when they hand over a crisp copy of their resume,” said Rebecca Mazin, cofounder 
of Recruit Right, a human-resources consulting firm. 
 
Bring multiple copies of your resume, personal business cards, pens and a notebook to jot 
down the companies that catch your eye. Have a portfolio? Bring it along. This is an opportunity 
to show prospective bosses everything that you are as a professional. 
 
COME WITH A CLEAN SLATE 
 
Make sure to maintain a sense of professionalism before even setting foot in the fair. Making 
sure your online persona is respectable is a good start. 
 
“Have a voicemail, email and Facebook presence that are professional and that you wouldn’t 
be embarrassed to show an employer,” said Jennifer Halperin, an internship coordinator at 
Columbia College in Chicago. 
 
LOOK YOUR BEST 
 
“Dress for success” may sound like a hokey term, but it should be a priority at a job fair. 
“I would be more likely to hire someone if they were dressed appropriately, and not 
provocatively,” Halperin said. 
 
Keep skirts long enough, shirts wrinkle-free and avoid denim jeans. 
 
DON’T BE GREEDY 
 
Job fairs often are overflowing with free product emblazoned with logos: pens, water bottles, 
lanyards, posters, even chewing gum. According to a study from the Advertising Specialty 
Institute, 56 percent of responding human resources professionals say promotional products 
imprinted with a company’s name convey a positive image when distributed at job fairs. 
 
But being greedy and loading up on multiple items can make you appear overzealous and 
unprofessional. Take a pen or perhaps a poster. Then wait for a company representative to invite 
you to help yourself. 
 
And remember to say thank you. 
 
 
 



 1) In paragraph five, which type of literary device is used in "catch your eye"? (LA.8.1.6.c) 
 

a) idiom 
b) personification 
c) oxymoron 
d) simile 

2) What organizational pattern does the author use? (LA.8.1.6.e) 
 

a) cause and effect 
b) compare and contrast 
c) fact and opinion 
d) proposition and support 

3) What is the purpose of the headings? (LA.8.1.6.f) 
 

a) to provide stated facts 
b) to provide specific details 
c) to provide general guidelines 
d) to provide important evidence 

4) Using context clues, what does the word persona mean? (LA.8.1.5.c) 
 

a) dressed 
b) embarrassed 
c) professionalism 
d) personal image 

5) Using context clues, what does the word daunting mean? (LA.8.1.5.c) 
 

a) optimal 
b) overwhelming 
c) potential 
d) typical 

  

6) What does the prefix over- mean in the word overzealous? (LA.8.1.5.a) 
 

a) too 
b) less 
c) not 
d) slightly 

7) What is the author's purpose in writing this passage? (LA.8.1.6.a) 
 

a) to persuade jobseekers to attend job fairs 
b) to entertain employers with the humorous happenings at a job fair 
c) to inform employers about the importance of spotting the right jobseeker 
d) to inform jobseekers about how to achieve the most advantageous first impressions 

at a job fair 

 
 



8) What is the main idea of the passage? (LA.8.1.6.d) 
 

a) Job fairs should be avoided. 
b) Job fairs require a sense of professionalism. 
c) Job fairs can be overwhelming, so preparation is important. 
d) Job fairs are held often and aren't important to those seeking a job. 

9) What could be another title for the passage? (LA.8.1.6.g) 
 

a) All is Fair at a Job Fair 
b) If You Play Fair, You'll Get the Job 
c) A Clean Slate Makes for a Good Job 
d) Put Your Best Foot Forward at a Job Fair 

 
10) From the heading "Come with a Clean Slate", what can the reader infer about this 
      statement? (LA.8.1.6.g) 
 

a) job qualification 
b) memorable personality 
c) polished appearance 
d) professional image 

 



Gr8 Vocabulary DOK Level DOK 1 DOK 2 DOK 3
Item 

Total

LA 8.1.5 Vocabulary: Students will build literary, 

general academic, and content specific grade level 

vocabulary.

LA 8.1.5.a                                                                          

Determine meaning of words through structural analysis, 

using knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots, 

prefixes, and suffixes to understand complex words, 

including words in science, mathematics, and social 

studies

1, 2 1 1

LA 8.1.5.c                                                                           

Select a context clue strategy to determine meaning of 

unknown word appropriate to text (e.g., restatement, 

example, gloss, annotations, sidebar)

2 2 2

LA 8.1.5.d                                                                                            

Analyze semantic relationships (e.g., figurative language, 

connotations, subtle distinctions)

2,3

Gr8 Comprehension DOK Level DOK 1 DOK 2 DOK 3
Item 

Total

LA 8.1.6 Comprehension: Students will extract and 

construct meaning using prior knowledge, applying 

text information, and monitoring comprehension 

while reading grade level text.
LA 8.1.6.a                                                                                                  

Analyze the meaning, reliability, and validity of the text 

considering author's purpose, perspective, and 

information from additional sources

3 1

LA 8.1.6.c                                                                                 

Analyze author's use of literary devices (e.g., 

foreshadowing, personification, idiom, oxymoron, 

hyperbole, flashback, suspense, symbolism, irony, 

transitional devices)

2, 3 1

LA 8.1.6.d                                                                                 

Summarize, analyze, and synthesize informational text 

using main idea and supporting details

2, 3 1 1

LA 8.1.6.e                                                                                   

Apply knowledge of organizational  patterns found in 

informational text (e.g., sequence, description, cause and 

effect, compare / contrast, fact / opinion, proposition / 

support)

2 1 1

LA 8.1.6.f                                                                                

Analyze and evaluate information from text features (e.g., 

index, annotations, maps, charts, tables, graphs, 

headings, subheadings, lists)

2, 3 1 1
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LA 8.1.6.g                                                                                                  

Analyze and make inferences based on the characteristics 

of narrative and informational genres

2, 3 2 2

LA 8.1.6.j                                                                                                 

Generate and/or answer literal, inferential, critical, and 

interpretive questions, analyzing and synthesizing prior 

knowledge, information from the text and additional 

sources, to support answers

1, 2, 3
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