
Grade 6 -- Narrative  
Part of the Family  
We were all so excited to learn that Mom was going to let us adopt and add a new member to 
our family! My brother, my two sisters, and I had worked for weeks to convince Mom that we 
were responsible enough to have a new puppy. Many days after school I had visited the library 
and researched puppy training, the proper feeding of a puppy, how to socialize a new puppy, and 
even the meanings of names one might choose for a puppy. All of us had selected certain jobs 
that would need to be performed if we were lucky enough to convince Mom to get a puppy. In 
order to prove to Mom that she would not be the only person taking care of our new family 
member, we had divided the jobs among us and created a chart for the first month. Finally, after 
several weeks of cajoling and wheedling, all our hard work and extra effort had been successful. 
Mom gave in to our pleas and agreed to let us adopt a puppy! 
 
Now the real work would begin. We decided to visit the Humane Society in order to select just 
the right puppy to join our family. Of course, once we saw all the puppies and dogs available, 
none of us could decide on only one. Each little face had its own special charm. Who could resist 
those big brown eyes? All the puppies were so thrilled we were visiting them, but each was 
unaware that just one would be leaving with us. They jumped, they yipped, they wagged their 
tails as if each had a motor attached. They joyfully licked every bare inch of skin we had. How 
would we ever decide? 
 
As we strolled through the aisles of kennels, I noticed one little bundle of fur. He sat off to the 
side of the temporary home he shared with three other rambunctious puppies. He quietly 
watched as his unruly housemates tried to be the most outgoing, the cutest, and the perfect pet 
for us by showing their enthusiasm. As I walked closer to his corner, he peered at me and smiled 
a crooked puppy grin. His tail wagged his entire body. He tentatively jumped up to greet me with 
a playful lap of his tongue and I noticed his lopsided ears. One ear stood up just a little straighter 
than the other, giving the impression he was listening quite closely to the words I was saying. 
“Hi there, little buddy. What do you think?” I kind of cooed to him. He seemed to know it didn’t 
matter that he was the smallest and the most reserved of the boisterous group of puppies 
occupying the kennel. I motioned for my siblings to join me at the corner and introduced them 
to “Buddy.” 
 
“This is him, this is Buddy! He needs us, I can tell,” I explained to my brother and sisters. 
“I don’t know, he is so tiny and kind of funny looking,” my youngest sister observed. 
“He has character,” I explained, feeling rather defensive of Buddy. He was not funny looking; 
he was unique! “Look in his eyes. He knows what you are saying and his feelings are hurt!” 
My sister looked at the little bundle of fur with the big eyes and the uneven ears. She reached 
out her hand, and Buddy gave her a lick. “I’m sorry, Buddy, I didn’t mean to hurt your feelings,” 
she said. She looked as if she might cry. “You’re right! Buddy has character.” 
 
Mom joined our little group and introduced herself to our new friend. “Okay, Buddy, I guess 
you’re it! Do you want to come home with us?” 
 
As I watched the little dog’s reaction to her words, I could tell he understood. He again cocked 
his head to one side and flashed us his crooked puppy smile as if to say he knew he was part of 
the family. 
 
1) What is the meaning of the word boisterous in the paragraph 4? (LA 6.1.5.c) 

a) calm 
b) quiet 
c) rowdy 
d) scared 



2) What is the meaning of the word "cajoling" in paragraph 1?  (LA 6.1.5.c) 
a) discouraging 
b) persuading 
c) selecting 
d) training 

 
3) What does rambunctious mean in paragraph 3? (LA 6.1.5.c) 

a) active 
b) calm 
c) peaceful 
d) sleepy 

 
4) How does Buddy show that he wants to go home with the family? (LA 6.1.6.k) 

a) Buddy is the most reserved. 
b) Buddy licks his sister's hand. 
c) Buddy has big eyes and uneven ears. 
d) Buddy cocks his head to one side and smiles. 
e)  

5) Which type of figurative language is used in this sentence: "They wagged their tails as if 
each had a motor attached."?  (LA 6.1.5.d) 

a) hyperbole 
b) metaphor 
c) personification 
d) simile 

6) Which type of figurative language is used in this sentence: "They joyfully licked every 
bare inch of skin we had."? (LA 6.1.5.d) 

a) hyperbole 
b) metaphor 
c) personification 
d) simile 

 
7) What does the family do first after Mom agrees to adopt the puppy? (LA 6.1.6.c) 

a) They create a chart for jobs. 
b) They research puppy training. 
c) They visit the Humane Society. 
d) They pick a name for the puppy. 

 
8) From which point of view is this story written? (LA 6.1.6.b) 

a) first person 
b) second person 
c) third person limited 
d) third person omniscient 

 
9) What is the first conflict the narrator describes in this passage? (LA 6.1.6.b) 

a) The puppies competed for attention. 
b) The narrator liked all the puppies equally. 
c) The siblings could not agree on which puppy to adopt. 
d) The mother needed to be convinced to adopt a puppy. 

 



Gr6 Vocabulary DOK Level DOK 1 DOK 2 DOK 3
Item 

Total

LA 6.1.5 Vocabulary: Students will build literary, 

general academic, and content specific grade level 

vocabulary.

LA 6.1.5.a                                                                                   

Determine the meaning of words through structural 

analysis, using knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo 

Saxon roots, prefixes, and suffixes to understand complex 

words, including words in science, mathematics, and 

social studies

1, 2 1 2 3

LA 6.1.5.c                                                                           

 Select and apply knowledge of context clues (e.g., word, 

phrase, sentence and paragraph clues, re-reading) and 

text features (e.g., glossary, headings, subheadings, 

index, tables, maps, charts) to determine meaning of 

unknown words in a variety of text structures

2

LA 6.1.5.d                                                                           

Identify semantic relationships (e.g., metaphors, similes, 

idioms, analogies, comparisons)

2 2 2

Gr6 Comprehension DOK Level DOK 1 DOK 2 DOK 3
Item 

Total

LA 6.1.6 Comprehension: Students will extract and 

construct meaning using prior knowledge, applying 

text information, and monitoring comprehension 

while reading grade level text.

LA 6.1.6.a                                                                                 

Explain how author’s purpose and perspective affect the 

meaning and reliability of the text

2, 3

LA 6.1.6.b                                                                         

 Identify and analyze elements of narrative text (e.g., 

character development, setting, plot development, 

conflict, point of view, theme)

1, 2, 3 2 2

LA 6.1.6.c                                                                              

Summarize narrative text using understanding of 

characters, setting, sequence of events, plot, and theme

2 1

LA 6.1.6.d                                                                         

Interpret and explain the author's use of literary devices 

(e.g., simile, metaphor, alliteration, onomatopoeia, 

imagery, rhythm)

2, 3

LA 6.1.6.g                                                                                                

Apply knowledge of text features to locate information 

and gain meaning from a text (e.g., index, maps, charts, 

tables, graphs, headings, subheadings)

1, 2
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LA 6.1.6.h                                                                      

 Distinguish between the defining characteristics of 

different narrative and informational genres (e.g., 

textbooks, myths, fantasies, science fiction, drama, 

periodicals, and essays)

2

LA 5.1.6.k                                                                               

 Generate and/or answer literal, inferential, critical, and 

interpretive questions, supporting answers using prior 

knowledge and literal and inferential information from the text 

and additional sources

1, 2, 3 1 1


