
Grade 4 -- Narrative  
Curly  
One afternoon Tyler was walking his dog. He noticed a small white dog he had never seen 
before. The dog wore no collar, and its owner was nowhere in sight. The animal's curly, white 
hair needed washing. Tyler concluded that the little dog must be lost. 
 
"We'd better grab him so he won’t run into the road," Tyler said to his dog, Max. 
 
But Max was busy doing his own sniffing and paid no attention. 
 
"Hey, Curly!" Tyler called. 
 
Curly ignored Tyler, but he noticed Max and trotted over to meet him. The two dogs sniffed 
each other and wagged their tails. 
 
Then Tyler came up with a plan. Max wore two collars. The first collar was cloth with his 
identification tags attached to it. The other was a chain collar hooked to the leash. Tyler removed 
Max's leash and chain collar and slipped it around the white dog's neck. 
 
On the way home, Tyler held Max by his cloth collar and led Curly on the leash. Curly came 
along happily. Tyler's mother phoned the animal shelter. No one had reported a lost dog 
matching Curly's description. She left her phone number, in case the owner called. 
 
Tyler printed signs saying, "FOUND – SMALL DOG WITH CURLY HAIR." He added the date, 
time, and place where he found Curly, and the phone number. He nailed the signs to lamp poles 
around the neighborhood. 
 
In a few days, Tyler grew very fond of Curly. Max and Curly became best friends. They 
wrestled together, played ball, and went for walks. Tyler hoped they could keep Curly forever. A 
week later, a man named Mr. Scott telephoned. "I saw your sign," he said. "I think you've found 
our dog, Sherwood. We moved here two weeks ago, and he walked off without his collar." The 
man described Curly exactly. 
 
"Just a minute, please, Mr. Scott," Tyler's mother said. She called Tyler, "Honey, see if Curly 
answers to the name Sherwood." 
 
"Hey, Sherwood!" Tyler said. Curly jumped up immediately. 
 
"We'll drive him to your house, Mr. Scott," Tyler's mother told the man. 
 
Tyler felt unhappy as they loaded Curly into the car. As soon as Curly saw Mr. Scott, the little 
dog ran in circles and jumped up and down. Curly had never acted so excited at Tyler's house. 
Tyler felt just a little better because Curly was so happy. 
 
"Oh Sherwood, I thought we'd lost you forever!" Mr. Scott said. "Thank you!" he told Tyler and 
his mother. 
 
"Goodbye Cur...I mean...Sherwood," Tyler said, knowing in his heart that he had done the right 
thing. 
 
 
 
 



1) Why does Tyler's mother call the animal shelter?  (LA 4.1.5.d) 
a) She wants the stray dog removed. 
b) She wants to adopt a new dog for Tyler. 
c) She checks to see if anyone had found Tyler's dog. 
d) She checks to see if a dog had been reported missing. 

 
2) In paragraph one, what does concluded mean? (LA 4.1.5.c) 

a) hoped 
b) proved 
c) decided 
d) pretended 

 
3) What is the lost dog's real name? (LA 4.1.6.j) 

a) Max 
b) Curly 
c) Tyler 
d) Sherwood 

 
4) Which of these words from the story is a compound word? (LA 4.1.5.a) 

a) afternoon 
b) description 
c) immediately 
d) welcome 

 
5) How does Mr. Scott feel at the end of the story? (LA 4.1.6.b) 

a) He feels bored and restless. 
b) He feels angry and annoyed. 
c) He feels pleased and grateful. 
d) He feels surprised and confused. 

 



Gr4 Vocabulary DOK Level DOK 1 DOK 2 DOK 3
Item 

Total

LA 4.1.5 Vocabulary: Students will build literary, 

general academic, and content specific grade level 

vocabulary.

LA 4.1.5.a                                                                                          

Apply knowledge of word structure elements, known words, 

and word patterns to determine meaning (e.g., parts of 

speech, plurals, possessives, suffixes, prefixes, base and root 

words)

1, 2 1 1

LA 4.1.5.c                                                                                     

 Apply context clues (e.g., word, phrase, sentence and 

paragraph clues, re-reading) and text features (e.g., 

glossary, headings, subheadings, captions) to infer meaning 

of unknown words

2 1

LA 4.1.5.d                                                                            

Identify semantic relationships (e.g., patterns and categories, 

homographs, homophones, synonyms, antonyms, multiple 

meanings)

1, 2 1 1

Gr4 Comprehension DOK Level DOK 1 DOK 2 DOK 3
Item 

Total

LA 4.1.6 Comprehension: Students will extract and 

construct meaning using prior knowledge, applying 

text information, and monitoring comprehension 

while reading grade level text.

LA 4.1.6.a                                                                                  

Identify author purpose(s) (e.g., explain, entertain, inform, 

persuade) and recognize how author perspective (e.g., 

beliefs, assumptions, biases) influences text

3

LA 4.1.6.b                                                                                 

Identify and analyze elements of narrative text (e.g., 

character development, setting, plot, theme)

1, 2 1 1

LA 4.1.6.c                                                                              

Summarize narrative text including characters, setting, and 

plot with supporting details

2

LA 4.1.6.d                                                                           

Identify literary devices and explain the ways in which 

language is used (e.g., simile, metaphor, alliteration, 

onomatopoeia, imagery, rhythm)

2, 3

LA 4.1.6.g                                                                                    

 Apply knowledge of text features to locate information and 

gain meaning from a text (e.g., glossary, maps, charts, 

tables, graphs, illustrations, headings, subheadings, 

captions, font/format styles)

1, 2
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LA 4.1.6.h                                                                            

Describe the defining characteristics of narrative and 

informational genres (e.g., folk tales, poetry, historical 

fiction, biographies, chapter books, textbooks)

2

LA 4.1.6.j                                                                             

Generate and/or answer literal, inferential, critical, and 

interpretive questions, supporting answers using prior 

knowledge and literal and inferential information from the 

text

1, 2, 3 1 1


