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ELA Transition 

o Assess revised NeSA ELA standards and indicators using an 
updated Table of Specifications (TOS) blueprint 
 

o Include multiple-choice and auto-scored constructed 
response items 
 

o Incorporate paired passage sets 
 

o Include one text dependent analysis (TDA) writing prompt 
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Advantages of ELA Transition 

o Assessment will include items more closely tied to 
classroom instruction. 
o When asking students in the classroom about why something 

occurs, students will be required to cite information from 
actual text that supports understanding. 

o Items will ask students to support response by 
answering not only “what does the student know” 
but also “how does the student know.”  

o New item types provide opportunities to measure 
standards and assess student learning in innovative 
ways. 
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Item Types 
 
 

o Multiple choice 
o Multiple select 
o Evidence-based selected response 
o Auto-scored constructed response  

o Drag-and-Drop 
o Hot Spot 

o Text dependent analysis 
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Multiple Select (MS) 

MS 
 
Multiple-choice item  
that includes more than  
three distractors and more  
than one correct answer. 
 
Worth 2 points  
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Evidence-Based Selected Response (EBSR) 

EBSR 
o Two part multiple-choice item designed to elicit evidence-based 

response based on what a student understands from 
informational or literature passage 

o Part One similar to typical MC test question 
o Student analyzes passage and chooses single best (correct) 

answer from four answer choices. 
o Part Two elicits evidence from passage and requires student to 

select one answer based on response provided in Part One 
o Each EBSR (Part One and Part Two combined) worth two points 
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EBSR Example 
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Auto-Scored Constructed Response (ASCR/TE) 

Drag-and-Drop 
 
 

Hot Spot 
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More ASCR/TE Item Examples 
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Text-Dependent Analysis (TDA) 

o Designed to elicit evidence-based response from students 
who read an informational or literature passage  
o In alignment across grades 3–11 with Standard LA.3–11.2.2.d 
o On-demand, reading-based writing piece requiring students to 

provide evidence from text to support analysis, reflection, or ideas 
and opinions 

o Students drawing on basic writing skills while inferring and 
synthesizing information from passage (making use of and 
referencing content from passage to support analysis) in order to 
develop comprehensive response 

o Students given TDA Writer’s Checklist to assist in 
composing response 

o Scored using holistic scoring rubric designed to provide 
measurement of writing, conventions, and reading 
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TDA Example 
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 Item Templates 

o Make sure to select Item Type from pull-down 
menu (MC, TE, EBSR, CR, MS). 

o In the comment box, indicate what kind of TE item 
you have written (e.g. indicate whether it is a drag-
and-drop, hot spot) and what you would like 
students to do (e.g. drag a phrase to complete a 
sentence, move key points into a table). 

o Include the point value for the item: 
o  MC (1), EBSR (2), TE (2), MS (2), CR [TDA] (4). 
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EBSR Item Template Example 



EBSR Item Template Example 
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ASCR/TE Item Template Example 

  



ASCR/TE Item Template Example 
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THANK YOU! 
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QUESTIONS? 
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