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NeSA-Writing
GRADE 11

Scoring Guide




Writing Topic

2010-2011 Final Prompt:

e Students have the opportunity to experience many classes in high
school.

e Think about one class you would recommend students take
before graduating from high school.

e Write a persuasive essay stating your recommendation. Provide
reasons to convince underclass members that this class is a
valuable experience.
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Ideas / Content
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Ideas / Content: 4

The writer conveys a clear opinion regarding the benefits of taking a class in Medical
Terminology. The content is well focused throughout the response and the reasoning is logical
and compelling (This class will improve your knowledge of common diseases, make you rethink
about how to take care of your body, and it will also give you a better understanding of what
the doctors tell you... maybe you will be able to save people’s lives or yours by taking this class.).
The supporting examples are numerous and relevant (you’ll be able to tell the symthoms and
weather it’s serious enough to go to the doctors office...will give you insight of how your organs
could get by making bad choices...you’ll be more confident when you go visit the doctor.).
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Ideas / Content: 4

The writer conveys a clear opinion regarding the advantages of taking a creative clothing class

(is helpful to any student (even boys)... gives a student a successful feeling... he or she gains
respect for pieces of clothing), and provides a counter argu ment for those students who may

think the class is too expensive (there are ways 1o get around the expenses of creative clothing).

The content is well focused on the main points of
compelling (what happens when a boy moves out and attends college an
a button... one of the few classes that actually gets to use what a student does in class...ability

to know how something is made can make one feel very intelligent). Supporting reasons are

the essay and the reasoning is logical and
d his favorite shirt loses

numerous and relevant.
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Ideas / Content: 3

The writer conveys a general positive opinion about an ACT prep class and the content remains
focused on the topic. Three main points of how this class will help you in the present and future
by saving money, getting an easy A, and getting a good ACT score are presented. Supporting
examples, while relevant, are not numerous or well developed. The reasoning is logical and

cing( As long as the teacher thinks you are trying at all, weather or not you
dable by taking it in school... a good ACT score

dent’s ACT score went up 10 points after taking

somewhat convin
really are, you get and A... making it more affor

can help you get financial aid for collage... a stu
the class), but it is not particularly compelling.
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Ideas / Content: 3

The writer conveys a general positive opinion about the class of Music Theory and the content
remains focused on the topic. Three main ideas are presented (you get to create your own
music, learn to read and write music... it’s a fun new class), but supporting examples and
reasons, while relevant, are not numerous or well developed. The reasoning is logical and
somewhat convincing (you get a chance to make your own music...it also involves using music
software on the computer...the course covers many aspects of the fundamentals of music such
as notes, keys...and | now know more than before.), but lacks compelling reasons for taking this

class.
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Ideas / Content: 2

The writer conveys a limited opinion about recommending math class to students. A single idea
is presented (people dont think that they will ever use there math skills later in life) with limited
supporting examples (a/lmost every job that people work in have to know how to do
math...when you go grocery shopping or when you go out to eat). The reasoning is somewhat
logical and convincing, but the development of ideas and examples are lacking.
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Ideas / Content: 2

The writer conveys a limited opinion about the benefits of taking a U.S. Government class. A
few somewhat logical and convincing reasons are given (Government will teach you how they
agree upon decisions and who has the finall say...show you the different political partys and
what they stand for) but supporting examples are limited. The content is more focused on
information about government and the class itself rather than explaining why an
underclassman should want to take it.
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Content / Ideas: 1

The writer conveys little opinion about the need to take an ag class. The lack of content and
development of ideas is evident (they are fun...you learn a lot of things). The reasons given in
support of the main idea (how to fix things when they break...there is no home work) are very
weak. The third paragraph is a digression from the main idea stating that the ag class wouldn’t
help you if you were thinking of college.
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Ideas / Content: 1

The writer conveys a little opinion about the reasons for taking the class of Holocaust Literature
(is not a very difficult class... that can change your perspective and can open minds). Supportmg
examples or reasons are lacking.
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Organization: 4

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is effective in this
response about a Spanish class. While the structure may appear somewhat functional in nature
as the author introduces the three main points to the essay, the clever use of Spanish
translated transitions effectively show how ideas connect. Internal transitions within the body
of each paragraph create a well organized essay with well controlled pacing throughout.
Paragraphing is sound.
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Organization: 4

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is effective in this
response about an AP Language and Composition class. Pacing is well controlled, and
introductory transitions and internal transitions effectively connect the ideas in a smooth and
logical progression. Paragraphing is sound.
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Organization: 3

While the structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is present, it is
functional in construction. A somewhat simple introduction presents the three main ideas,
however effective transitions between ideas are lacking. A somewhat satisfying conclusion is
present. Pacing is generally controlled and paragraphing is generally successful.
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Organization: 3

While the structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is present, it is not
particularly effective. The pacing is generally controlled but the progression of ideas within the
essay at times seems choppy. The introduction includes a list of topic points, but the essay does
not seem to follow these points and causes a little confusion to the reader. Paragraphing is
generally successful but introductory transitions do not effectively link the ideas together. A
weaker conclusion is also not effective or satisfying.
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Organization: 2

A limited structural development is evident in this essay about the need for a weights class. A weak
introduction and a brief conclusion are present, but the main body is a list of somewhat random ideas
regarding the benefits of a class, which are connected using a few weaker and repetitive {also)
transitions. Paragraphing while present is not successful and pacing is somewhat inconsistent.
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Organization: 2

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is limited in this response
about Sex Education. The pacing is somewhat inconsistent as the content digresses from the
central theme of a Sex Ed class to that of a list of things a young couple needs when they have a
child. Paragraphing is irregular, but a weak conclusion does attempt to tie up the essay about

the reasons for taking the class.
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Organization: 1

Structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is lacking. Pacing is awkward,
transitions are missing, and paragraphing is ineffective.
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Organization: 1

In this response about the need to take an ag class, the structural development of an introduction, body,
and conclusion is lacking. Pacing is awkward, transitions are missing, and paragraphing is ineffective.
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Voice / Word Choice: 4

The writer demonstrates a strong commitment to the idea that a band class can teach invaluable life
lessons. The language is precise, specific and engaging throughout. The student shows a clear and
dedicated belief that discipline, responsibility and respect can be drilled into and demanded from band
members. A strong voice is evident and well suited to the purpose. The writer consistently anticipates
the reader’s questions and explains clearly how band can teach these life lessons to help a person find
success.
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Voice / Word Choice: 4

The writer demonstrates a strong commitment to the topic of the Multi-Cultural Literature class and the
voice is well suited for the purpose. The language is precise, varied and engaging throughout(/ absolutely
loved it...we learned something new and fascinating every day... was vital to understand... were dramatic
and touching...added to the intensity and reality of the story) as the author takes us through the benefits
of the class that he/she clearly found great value in taking. The writer consistently anticipates reader’s
questions.
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Voice / Word Choice: 3

The writer demonstrates a general commitment to the topic of Modern U.S. Military History. While the
writer does not appear overly enthusiastic or convincing, the voice is generally appropriate for the

purpose and audience. The language is generally specific and varied, and the writer generally answers
the reader’s questions.
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e Voice / Word Choice: 3

The writer demonstrates a general commitment to the merits of a gym class. While the voice is

e appropriate for the purpose and audience, it is not particularly enthusiastic or passionate about the
topic and projects only a generally persuasive tone. The language is generally specific and engaging, and
the writer generally anticipates the reader’s questions.
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Voice / Word choice: 2

The writer demonstrates a limited commitment to the topic of an Industrial Arts class. The language is
only occasionally specific, precise and engaging. The voice is not particularly compelling and sometimes
inappropriate for the purpose of persuasion. The writer anticipates few of the reader’s questions that
may help convince the reader that this class is a valuable experience.
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Voice / Word Choice: 2

hn L@d

The writer demonstrates a limited commitment to the topic of P.E. Language is only occasionally
specific, precise or varied, and the repetitive use of somewhat weaker word choices (is a good
activity...stay in shape... in good shape and health...good for peoples health...more likely to stay in
shape... are in shape...they look good...it’s a good activity... and also stay in shape) is not particularly
engaging.
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Voice / Word choice: 1

The writer demonstrates little or no commitment to the topic. The voice is inappropriate for the purpose
and the audience. The writer fails to anticipate the reader’s questions.
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Voice / Word Choice: 1

The writer demonstrates little commitment to the topic of some kinda of p.e class. The voice is
inappropriate for the purpose. The language is neither specific, precise, varied, nor engaging. The writer

fails to anticipate the reader’s questions.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this response about the value of a Medical
Terminology class. Phrasing consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage,
punctuation, and spelling are consistently correct.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this response about the merits of a Public Speaking
course. Phrasing consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Some fragments and run-ons are

intended for stylistic effect. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are consistently correct.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure throughout this response about the family consumer
science class. Phrasing generally sounds natural. Run-ons do not confuse the reader. Grammar,
punctuation, and spelling are usually correct and usage errors do not distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure throughout this response about a writing class.
Phrasing generally sounds natural. Grammar, punctuation, and spelling are usually correct, and some
usage and sentence fragment errors do not distract the reader.

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2010



Paper for Statewide Writing Pilot Prompt

Yo re oD dnon L wod ceemmend Noe
Nofeds o dale WO A DRAR N

Yon 2rned v Ot Aucdden . T 0ScN A
A s et ey NAE. OO o
SOOI W Y e SeX Canse
\m \MV@: ) Pn OK l\V LOUT COV A0
O, <fe e nob ed \nane A WA slamo
e @ oley N ol e GA ane
e fé“airm\\\eS o~ el oo Wd weld
e e

PDIE Do S
o Wk aoaot W Med ey a Wid ex

&\@\ and 1 Ne© quirg Ao \orf:, U,
M AS ved T wbectant Sec Aey-
one o alle S Cducation. A e (eos
\.‘Q\\\i T Sy Cofh S 0taese ds DAOLES
Ca0 LD m\o\~ ab\ v can WE, Got,
W Wil e e s Ahp %ﬁu’ will
\&\%t Neay i) M\\ Yee 5 oc\q um«*s

Wso Wed ae Mo Mgk ook e
Aoy G e Aoles apl e Sorngel
e Wl WIS Ao el B0 Aeis e M

ok, ond, & AONEN Al Clothias

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2010



Paper for Statewide Writing Pilot Prompt final copy

@n (o3 abt Came womnawe Ao have  clothes
Soc Ve Aecidod and alen €03 st in
Cose W \m%)n‘v" m\\\ 5ome%\mﬂcf o0
C\@)‘ma
| e, Ao pedie e, W Kfu\\a'e Y
ey 0o, o hane Seve \dee o _Cadtieyg
R Sallee Ao C&&W M Dafe ) 0.
\WYe W e o ae ot AUOE, o
Ne0esd) \e E*)Ctd? Q&r A er Nm\éi\o e
e Ape. o 00K
e @«\e \“feozo:a\ \.cm < il
Dt Hoedd Alke, 2e% Phocalien
B e S0 Aok Yhey Unotw Waad Yo
Agecy whef\ VW\M\@ SeX \u}e&%\r\@ DI ‘Df\a{\%

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2

Sentences occasionally vary in length and structure throughout this response about a sex education
class. Phrasing occasionally sounds natural. Fragments and run-ons sometimes confuse the reader.

Grammar, usage, punctuation and spelling errors do distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2

Sentences occasionally vary in length and structure throughout this response about a math class.
Phrasing occasionally sounds natural. Fragments and run-ons sometimes confuse the reader. Grammar,
usage, punctuation and spelling errors do distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1

Sentences seldom vary in length and structure throughout this response, and phrasing sounds awkward
and unnatural. The run-on sentences throughout the response confuse the reader. Grammar, usage, and

punctuation errors also distract the reader.
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sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1

Frequent grammar, usage, punctuation and spelling errors distract the reader throughout this response.
sentences seldom vary in length and structure, and the run-on sentences confuse the reader. Phrasing

sounds awkward and unnatural.
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