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Writing Topic

Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an
outdoor activity, a sporting event, or any other activity. Consider
descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
expeﬁehce.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the
readers can picture it, feel like they are there, and understand why you
enjoy it.




CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE
' DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY

Purpose

» Portrays people, places, or things with vivid details to help the
reader create a mental picture of what is being described

> Tnvolves the reader so that he or she can visualize what or who is
being described

> Creates or conveys a dominant impression of what is being
described through sensory details

> Can be objective or subjective

Organizational Pattern

» Introduction/Beginning
v’ Establishes the purpose
v . Sets the tone for the overall impression
v May begin with a general statement followed by more
specific statements related to the purpose

> Body/Middle .
v Specific details, examples or reasons
v Anecdotes or “narrative chunks" may serve as defails or
- examples
v Transitions connect the ideas in a logical way N
v Transitions assist the flow from paragraph to paragraph
v'. No prescribed number of paragraphs

» Conclusion/End
v Gracefully ends the essay
v May include a restatement of the writer's opinion or the
main idea
v May summarize the information given in the body
v Reader should have a sense that things are "wrapped up.”
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Lithocode: 990003992770 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing. an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights. sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity o that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

All through my life one activity has always been written on all my calenders and alt of my mom's planner;
soccer. Ever since T was a tiny three year-old version of myself, 1 have played. and I still remember the way the
cleats made me run faster than anybody else there. I could aven run faster than the towering glants in enormous
shin guards and humongous spiked shoes (back then 1 had no clue that they were cailed cleats). The ball stood still
on the ground, silantly waiting to be put it into motion. The difference is that. instead of tiny, three-year-old me
kicking it made a foot ot two, I can slam the ball 2cross the entire field. The wind whooshing and swirling as the
quilted plastic ball cuts through it like a hot knife through butter. The rush of 3 game is what really made me fall in
tove, and just a single pass is 2l it takes for you to be hooked.

The morning sir rushes at my face, sending tiny daggers into myy nose and cheeks. 1 tug my thermal headband
down farther on my face as I half-listen the referee drone on sbout rules that I hiad heard a million times before. I
crack my knucles with my fingers, and the pop sounds out against the tnonotons half-hearted speech. Not reafly
paving attention, I scan the field. The usual lush green grass is covered in a fine laver of froat as the midnight chil
still haunts these felds. The trail of foot steps left belind from our stretching and warm-ups clearly showing the
stomping and future scarring of that spot. The referee finishes and starts calling out names of my feilow reamates,
my ears perk, listening for my name. Finally he calls me, for 1 always am last, and I rush down the fine giving the
wraditional high-five to each teammate. The slapping of hands, and the cheers and jeers make me laugh. wait for a
faw moments at the back of the line uanil I can go and get a quick drink of frigid water before learning m¥ pestion,
and my fate.

Then, the tima comes, and we all step into 2 huddle and put or hands in. It seems like we all take in 2 collective
Breath as we wait for our goalie to start our cheer off. She comes over to our little group and makes sure that we
all are here. She yells our PRIMA ON THREE! Then we all start screaming the words ONE; and 1 watch our face
go from happy and cheerful, to serious faces. The looks of anticipation make me quake with adrenaline. I#0.
THREE. PRIMA! Making 2 huge cloud of gray mist into the brighint morming air. The starting players run out onto
the field, and I start jumping and running in place to keep warm. The other team takes the field. and then we
prepare for the real battle to begin.

The referes walks into the middle of the field waving to hiis companions on either side of him. He then waves to
our goalie and then to the opposing team's. The squeaking of his whistle fills the air with screeching sound, and cur
team kicks the ball off. Passing begins and we all play hard against the newborn light of today. The sun rises
stowly, making my breath stand out even more against the cornflower blue sky. Waiting and watching for the ball is
the trickiest part. The ball rolls off of the foot of a teammate and L rush to save it from the other team. I can feel
the familar weight of the ball 1 as T quckly glance up the fleld rying to searcht through 2 sea of opposing tlack, for
one white jersey. Across the field 1 notice someons wide open, and I take a leap of faith, and I launch the ball. It
sails over everyone's head, and heads straight at the waiting girl. She recieves it and takes in up. The parents on the
side lines going insane, screaming at her to shoot the ball. Time seems to slow for me as 1 watch the ball leave her
foot like a rocket and drive straight into the back of the net. Everyone goes crazy.

The rush of adrenaline has heen and gone, and the sound of two whistles signal the end of a barde well fought. T
walked off the field in dissipointment, nobody wants a tie. I listen to my coach talk about formations and drills that
we need o work on, and I start to wrestle off my cleats, then my socks and shin guards. I am listening intently
necause T know that T would be drilled on this on the car ride hora. T could feel the warm afternoon sun on my
face and I notice that 1 have finally started to warm-up. The chill always seems to be permament, but it seems that
day it wasn't. 1 had lovad playing in that cold fall weather, and playing in those harsh condition, whether it be
burning hot or freezing cold. 1 will always love playing soccer.

Ideas/Content: 4 4-4-4-4

In this response a clear and vivid picture of a cool fall morning soccer games is described, and the content is well-
focused on the sensory experiences the activity elicits. The writer has provided numerous and relevant sensory
details that describe the soccer game experience and why it is so enjoyable. The writer has provided many vivid
examples that enable the reader to feel like they are there, and to clearly understand why playing soccer is so
special to the author.
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Lithocode: 990004002320 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A 7
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

it could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event, or
any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or simells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

The Team's Greatesc Benchwarmer

Over whelming fans scream at the top of their lungs as the volleyball athletes line up in there positions waiting for the
refaeres to tweet thair whistes so the first serve can striks the other ream. Nervousness shudders through me, vntit I
observe our ball that sails deeply over the net smaking nuenber nine square in the face. AWE 4 SAW BOOM, that's a
point for us. In this paper I will flustrate the peaceful but rambunctious joy I recaiva when Yeing a benchwarmer. Not
caring what people think, I strain my veice to encourage my teammates se loud making my voice raspy but that won't
stop me because if is a chance for me to escape my comfort zone. When the game iz unsurprizingly intence sometimes I
can't bear to watch. It keeps me on the dp of my seat chewing my nails like a starving beaver. 1 get so involved in
cheeting that I feel aweat the drizzling down my forehead, 1 have to keep chugging down water to cool myself so I'm
not to exhansted by the tmea 1 get to go into the real acton.

Although sometimes 1 would rather play if safe and keep bum glued to the seat and my mouth runuing.

To start, geting out of moy comfort zons is the best part about being 2 benchwarmer. Especially when 1 am a shy,
tirmid gird that deesn't say much. 1 don't care who is frusterated or annoved with me, 1 shout so loud that my voice
overwhelms the other team, driving them to loose focus and looss points. Tt works 2 majorify of the time. Getting out of
imy zone calms my teamatas so they can have a litds more fun and so the game doean't feel 5o much like 2 job. About
five minutes into the second sst the plavers are hopping back and forth having the fime of their life and my voice sounds

ike a raspy raspberry or even a talking snalee. It feels amazing to be able to not have a care in the world and give
r;omaming all that I have wrapped in my hands. Loosing my veice to my gitls is definetly weoth it. Beitg 2 benchwarmer
is the best way to exit my comfort zone and all the games keep me on the edge of the bench.
In addition of leaving comfort spot by yelling and screaming, I bacoms anxious when the plays are tight and when
we are loosing control. If's hard to watch. I contain myself through tearing my nails ons by one and keeping my heals
off the ground and toes light in ready position. 1 am ready to sprint after the ball but morosely I can't. Lintencly follow
e ball swith my peiting
leves patiently waifing for the ball to be spiked down by my team. The couches always do their best to encourage the
athletes to do their best and o stay focused. Sorne get a litde more excited then others. During these times 1 say fow
words s they concentrate and I can save myself from loosing my voice completly. I do honestly enjoy being on the tip
of my chair when the sets are close. If keeps me occupied and it also prooves that both teams are working hard.
Whoever won that point, it was well earnad, and thse sats are the greatast to watch. 1 believe that winning the hard point
is way more horiorable than winning the easy serve. Even loosing the tough set is honoratile becanze you put up a fight.
After alt the cheering and arxiery attacks T am exhausted. 1 can feel sweat tickle my sioull as it drizzles down through
my hair. I drink 2 gatlon of water like a crazy horse that just complered a mail delivery during the Pony Express ages to
sooth my dry rashed throat, 1 do my best to cool tyself down just incass if the coach decides to put me in the game for
a spin. I wouldn't warit t0 be subbed int while being to tired to function. That would be an embatrrasment to my team
mates, my coach, and me if I failad to get the ball thar was right infront of me. I can just see myself panting like 2 dog
trying to get some fresh air after being sat on by an elephant. Maybe it would he best if 1 sat out if 1 can't control mysalf
i that case. Only sowing my meouth shut can stop me cheering for my sisters on the cowrt,

The sum of axcaping the comfort zone to be loud and obnoxious, the sxcitement of a close game, and me gelting my

wvorle out for the day is one of the grearsst activities I love doing. Although 1 do love playing volleyball but 1 don't get to
lay much I ruly enjoy being a benchwarmer. It is like my own indavidual spott that I am the champion at. T will do
werything in my powet fo encourage my team mates to keep pushing on so I can see a smils on their face at the end of
tpc. day.This is why being a bench warmer is my favorite activity.

‘Ide‘as/COntent: 4 : 4-4-4-3

In this response a clear and vivid picture of being on the bench at a volleyball game is described. The content is
well-focused on the topic and the reader clearly understands why the writer enjoys supporting the team and being
a benchwarmer. Numerous sensory details are used to describe the activity and the writer skillfully creates colorful
images of what it would look like and feel like to be sitting on the bench next to them.



Lithocode: 990003940244 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor aclivity, a sporting event, of

any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

What I enjoy most {5 plaving sports, inside of school or cur. The main sports I playido are football, wresting, and
baseball. Somatimes i likke to add in a new "sport” or bwo, like track, bowling, and ect. Sports that nig crpwds are not
lattracted toe, of that they've not serious sports. "freefime” sports is what i like to call them! 1 like to go by the bigger the
befter, or the harder the better. Sports are my life, it's my passion. It's what kesps me out of trouble. Sporfs tomeis a
vear round cycle, starting with football, then wrestling, finally come to the end of the cycle with baseball!

My sports cycle starts with football in surnmner starting with conditioning, then contact in august. Football is where
take out my anger, and no happy soul should be walking off the field unless it's a player off of my teamn. Footbalt is what
eeps me out of trouble most of the time o 2t Jeast it keeps me from beating someons or something up! When someons
savs football i think hard hitdng. Football is one of the hardest contact sport. When ] think of cotact and hard tting,
othing but joy cotnes te my mind! whern i walk out of the funns] and take the faild its like walking onto a land of
aridise, with a world of hurt awaiting for me to discover! Night games are the games i enojoy best, as you can see the
azing lights off of the helmet and the reflection off of the nike dual visars! To play football or be a coach you muat be
clevert A coach is the genious of football, vou have to be able to call the right plays, if vou dont it could ruin lives by
osing a championship! that one play could help you when that champlonship it's all about whose more clever which
coach has more guts to take a risk. Just by watching the coaches and the games i enojoy! These are the reazons i enjoy
football, the challenge is what i lilke the most!

Wrestling is the second part of my ti-cycle, wrestling {s all about dedication. Soon as football is over it's wrestling
time, and wrestling fime means go dme. By go time { mean its time 1o work hard and get condifion, and most dafiently

et sironger in parts we ate weaker at! {'ve been wrestling for 9 vears, this is my 10th! I've learned from past
sxpierenceas that you must maintain 2 healthy diet, low carbs and at maximurn 1,000 colories a day! most people ask

vhy do vou enjoy this? in response i would say this keeps me out of trouble and life is ali about dicipline and it's getting
e rady for the real world and if it means to continue wrestling i'm willing to continue it for my passion! Just like
football wrestling is in connection too, all about physical contact but a different type of contact! if's like a who can hurt
the other person rore or driva the other person 50 far they want to give up! and thats what § like to do, whenihear a
itle wimp on the mat crying because he just got put into the banana aphit or the spladdle, that means they shouldnt be
vrastling or nued to train! i've trained for so many hours and have been destroved as 3 kid and still roday by national or
vorld champions that my body is imune to being hurt! This sport is all about hard work, and healthy diets. My body

30 has imune to becoming hungary with a couple days without eating. Green beans and bacon bits is ife during
wrestling season! Wrestling is all about blood, sweat, hard work, healthy diefing, deterimination and all of these maans
dedication!

The last sport on my tri-cycle of sports is baseball, which is all about stradigy! Baseball is where i encjoy my self
imost even if it {3 the sport where the most pressure is put on me! i feel fike im more free in the open space and that i can
hit the ball far as { want without going to get it! Baseball is all about fundamentals and cleveriness. where to place the ball
las a pitcher when your down in the count, or when the batters bat is high, thinking inside your head as your mind races,
inside or out, change up or a 3-4 curve what de i throw you think. Not me my mind calms down and i feel no pressure!
i calmy whisper to my self and think for my grandma i want her to be proud! Baseball is also about hard work and the
more dedication you put into it the better you are going to be. the way you practice is the way you play. i show up to my
practice in game mode even tho its practica! these are the reasons i enojoy baseball!

These are the sports i play and what { enjoy doing. Sports is my passion, if i didn't have sports i'd be doing stupid
things, and wouldn't really have a carrer path because i'd be so boared. i'm not saying that i'm forced to do sports butit's
my passion. my coaches have taught me so many life skills. Sports is my life ad it is what i erjoy doing!
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3-3-4-3

Ideas/Content: 3

The picture of what is being described is generally clear in this response about a year of sports activities. The
content is generally focused on the topic of the three sports the writer participates in during a year, but had the
essay concentrated on, and developed the idea of a single activity or sport, the content would have had a sharper
focus, with far more details and description, and the picture of what was being described would have been clearer
and more vivid. While the sensory details provided in the description are relevant and adequate, they are not
numerous for any of the three activities.




Lithocode: 990003940700 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor aclivity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

“Orlando has the spherical ball now-Commentating to myself- He moves at the pace of black spotted jaguar, easily
tearing off opponents. the 14 yvear old goes for the cross. Beautfully delivered, Its Angels turn to lower it. He jumps like
a cat that is being taunted with a feather; all to lower the white and black ball. Running now at lighining speeds. He's in
the box now; can he lock i in. He's going for it. #7 with a shot-BOOM-What a goal. Right where the birds make there
nest, upper ninetry. All1 can say is, Magisterial.”

Soccer, or football as it is known around the world, otiginated from Rugby. The Federation international of Football
Association (FIFA), make the rules, competitions, and give awards to Professional plavers. This sport is the most
finternationally watched, plaved, and talked about.

Walking on a big rectangular field with freshly trimed green grass, with repainted lines, vellow netted goals, and two
fit teams both with boldly colored outfits, so they can be seen from a mils away. One brightly lit sky bulb heats the field.
A light summer breeze flow makes a path through your hair to refresh you from the heat and brings a smell of grass and
perfume from some of the spectators. In the Bench, six or saven substitutes from each team warm the bench. waters,
colored sport drinks, and bookbags at there feet. The coach in thejr late thirties, mid forties remind the team of the plan.
43 the tall mid thirties ref, wearing a yellow with black striped shirt. black shorts, black socks, and cleated shoes;
holding a round, red and green brazuca ball approaches the kick off zone, both teams get into formation. After the ref
positions the spherical object for kick off, he slowly walks away while communicating a gesture to start. This {5 the
beginning of a parfect game. ’

Although plaving the game is fun, watching can make your stomach chum, your head m upside down and ruin
friendships. Big events like the World Cup, classic team rivals, and games that test your favorite team happen all around
the world. Crowds show their surge of emotion threw cheering, wearing their teams uniform, colorful vavuzelas, and
commitment to their taam. Through the T.Y screen vou can see weeks of practics on the pitchs field. Teams going back
and forth. Until one has more class, and scores.

This is why love Football. Anvthing can happen. Your team, all different sizes, different culures, and diffarent points
of view is lilk 2 second family. Wa came together to enjoy what football is. The sensation of anxiety, impatiencs,
satisfaction, and importance can all strike at any time. This train of emotions make the game interesting. That is why 1
love football; My favorite achivity.

Ideas/Content: 3 3-3-3-3

The picture of what is being described is generally clear in this response about soccer. The content is generally
focused on the topic and the sensory details describing the activity are adequate and related, but not numerous.
Adequate details regarding the game of soccer have been included so that the reader gets a sense of the writer’s
enthusiasm for the sport.



Lithocode: 990003955440 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of schoal.

it could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event, or
any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience,

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it

F
Erecember [ 4.4014

all myy hobbies

hanging with freinds, walking around town, and scootering iz some of the things i fike to do ot my free time.
arvihing 1 do is fun and sometimes is good, most of the time its bad tho. the reason why 1 like to do all these things is
because it helps get things of my mind and it gives us exersize

First is hanging with frefnds. When im chilling with freinds { ke to walk around town, Most of the time we just walk
and talk or go to someonas house. When im with my freinds we always call someone, If its my sister, Our freinds or
L'ust somsone in our contacts on our phone. Another thing we lilee to de i prank call people, We just type in a random
rmber and hopefully someons will answer to mess with. Most of the time we tell jokes laugh and hiave a great old time.
this is hanging with freinds. sometimes we play video games, We mostly play gra or cod but if were not playing games
were either walking around or watching a movie, When im at a freinds house we mostly never sleep unless we have
something going on or just have to leave early.

Next i walking around. sometimes i like te walk avound town, Most of the time it with a freind because we get
ored and want to do something or were going o someenss house, When 1 walk around town i get alot of exersize.
when im with freinds we always walk around because our parents dont warina take us anywhers and we wanna go so
we just walk their and get what we need. Most of the ime we abvays go to hartwell and svalk around the collage or just
the pond thats their. most of the time when i walk by myself i always go downtown. Its more fun to walk down town
cause theirs more to go to dowrn their, Like stores shops and alot of other places we can go their. 1 like to go walking
with my brother but most of the ime we ride a sconter or a bike, My brothers kinda lazy. its fun to walle around
when its really hot out in the summer cause ifs sasier than watking in the cold. When were not walking we someatimas
ride, 1 ride my scooter and he ridas his long board or biks, whoever im hanging with at the moment. This is walking
around.

£.a3st is riding scooter. 1 love riding scootsr, Its probably my favorite hobby that i have, I most of the time tide in
front of my house because i cant go anywhere but when i can go somewhere ifs mostly the skatepark. It better at
varde than i am at street, Some people say thafs its the, that im good at both but i think im bettar at verde. when im with
freinds we sometimes ride but im one of the only people in my group of freinds that scooters, its not as much fun
hanging with them when im the only one that scooters, When i got my scooter ive always named all my prized
pesasions. My scooter is a she and everybody knows het name thats in Sth grade, some people dont but alot of them do.
i named my scooter maddy because my scooter is 2 mgy which s a semi pro scooter but i still love i and will probanty
never get rid of. ive gone threw so many whieels with that scooter and will probably go threw glot more. Shie is out of
order right now because § broke a2 axel in the back wheel and now i nised to tuy a new axel thats gonna cost me 10 to
15% bur { love that scooter s much money doesnt even count for me. this was my favorits hobby scootering.

1t dossne matrer if its hanging with freinds walking around town or just riding my scooter at the skatepark, 1love
\doing mv hobbies and will do them all threw out my school vears.




Ideas/Content: 2 - 2-3-2-2

In this response about hanging out with friends, walking around town, and riding a scooter, the picture of what is
being described is limited in all three of the activities. The sensory details needed to describe the activities so that
the reader can feel like they are there are somewhat missing and the description is incomplete and unclear. The
content is not focused on a particular activity, and the writer has presented three completely separate ideas that
are somewhat unrelated. While the reader gets a sense of why the writer enjoys these activities, more
development of ideas and a more detailed description would be needed for a higher score.




Lithocode: 990003940606 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A S
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in o out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

N

1216714

Well 1 like doing a lot of things everyday. I'm 2 kid with a lot of energy thar likes runting around. One thing I like
doing after school is texting my friends if they want to meet up at the park to have some fun. Most of the time they say
ves. When I'm that the park I feel fres becausa I could nun and be with my friend longer. When I'm at the park I rake my
little sister with me. We have lots of fun.

Another thing 1 like doing would be drawing. Drawing clams me down 3 lot when I'm sad or mad. The reason 1
think it clams me down would be becuase I could draw all my feelings thera. So when im mad I draw the reason I'm
mad or sad.

I'm not the best painter bur al least 1 oy and like doing it. Draw is a really fun and easy thing for me to de seienjoy
doing it.

Something 1 love doing would be dancing. I'm not a sport type. So my sport is dancing. I don't know why 1 enjoy
dancing so much. When ever 1 hear music I just get in that dancing mood, that you have to dance. I think the reaosn I
lilce dancing 5o much is becauss I have if in my blood. The reason of that is because my mom and dad are some amazing
dancer. Two of my other sisters enjoy dancing.

I like being with myv friends. My friends are so funny they make my day. I love the fidends 1 have and I would
never want to change them for anvthing. Two of my gitl best friends would be Lizbeth and Alexandra. They make me
laugh all the time. One of my guy best friends would be Killian he is like my brother to me.

Last thing 1 enjoy doing would be going to partys. Partys make me in 2 good mood. You dancs in party another
reason I like partys. I usally go with my cousins. I love how partys have so much happy people there. Everyone at partys
are 30 happy. _
Those are thigns 1 really enjoy doing. What do you like to do, we might like the same things. 1 forgot to put
something else I love doing my makeup. 1)

Ideas/Content: 2 ' 2-2-2-2

A limited picture of an activity has been described in this response. The writer has presented a somewhat
undeveloped list of ideas, none of which are adequately developed or described in detail to enable the reader to
clearly picture what is being described. Some digressions from the topic are evident with the introduction of
unrelated details and information. While the writer has attempted to show why they enjoy all of these activities,
sensory details are few and limited and the content is not adequately focused or developed for an adequate
description.



Lithocode: 990004016932 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

BASKETBALL

Basketball is 2 good sport to play. It is importnet that you pay atinchen. You have to pay atinchen so that you can
learn how to play.

We have basketball pratice everyday. During basketball pratice we shoot hoops for a while then we do layups.
A fter we do that we play 3 on 2. After we play 3 on 2 we play 53 on 5 on 5.

The rules for basketball are importent ta now. The first rule is that you can not travle. The second rule is that you
can not duble drible. The third nule is that you can not faule out. Thete are meny rules to follow.

The importent things about games is that you can sub in for a team mate. 1t is importent to now where you are
zoing. It is importent thet you do not faule out. It is really importent that you do not get hurt it a game. It is importent to
win all games.

It is important to now these things. These things are importent to rembear for next year. It is also a good thing to
chear on your team.

Ideas/Content: 1 1-2-1-1

The picture of what is being described is unclear in this response. While the brief content is somewhat focused on
basketball, sensory details describing the activity are missing and the ideas lack the necessary development to
show the reader what the activity looks and feels like. The reader has little understanding as to why the writer
enjoys basketball, as the response has mostly failed to provide any descriptive writing.
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Lithocode: 990003938656 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A ;
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,

or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

My favorate activity is playing video games becouse the texture of the system controller the sound of the
video game and just the smell of pizza when i play games puts a whole new expirience plaving games is so much
fun my favorate game is minecraft becouse ifs a survival game and i can malke awesoms creations like boat.ouse
and a village anything you want to build ifs your choice. i love playing games when i have friends over we go build
a2 hig house ifs fun

Ideas/Content: 1 1-1-1-1
In this brief response about playing video games, the picture of what is being described is unclear. While the writer

seems to have attempted a sensory description of the texture, sounds and smell of a video game, the content lacks
development of any ideas or descriptive information, and sensory details are lacking.




Organization




Lithocode: 990003955672 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

it could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event, or
any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

17 December 2014
Couch Surfing
Couch surfing-a hobby passed down from grear kings, now for only 2 few to partake it in, 13 an exceflent actvity.
Couch surfing is just what it seems-sitting on a couch all day, but in redlity, there's so much more you can do whils on a
couch, On a couch, vou can do anvthing- nonpreduciive things, productiva things, and evarything in between, If's a
waorld of possibilities, and anvons can do it. Some of the most fun things to do, however, are a little nonproductive.
Surfing the interwsebs and catching up on your dramas may nor henefit society in the least- but theyre still fun!
Netflix is the holy grail for couch surfers- an array of shows, some foreign, some not, some serious, some ridiculously
funty. To be a rue Nexflix Monarch means to be 2 rue couch surfer, They're also thousands of channels on a regular
old tv, and wifh a remots in hand a parson could truly ascend mere mortality when braving this blizzard of shows and
movies. Couch surfing isn't all abour the tv, though- you can spend hours online- shepping, blogging. or doing wharever.
[Youtube videns can malke you laugh, pictures of puppies can make vou cry, and you can find both in abundance on the
infernat, When vou're a couch surfer, it's okay to cry over a ficonal character's death because you haven'® interacted
E::‘th real people il weeks! While none of thesa aspects of conch surfing are productive, there are some that are-well,

ind of.

Reading, writing, drawing-they all have at laast some valus, and are some of the things to do when couch surfing,
and may even be a little productve! Reading a book in o2 sitting? Easy. Not crying over finishing it? Not so easy.
Sitting down, getting a beverage, and reading a good book, it may malke couch surfing seem like it's not as socially
unaccaptable as most think it is. You can also attempt to draw, though getring the skill ro draw well means sactificing all
your self-worth, Writing, which is fun when if's not forced, is an excellent way to wasts ime when couch surfing, and
it makes fime just fly by. Using social media ro chat with fiiends is a great way to socially interact (for once) when
couch surfing, and talking the day away with the people you love is naver, ever a waste. Some activifies in couch surfing
are a liftle bit benaficial, and others are what make you abla to litferally spend the entre day on the couch.

Now, while you obviously need to go to the bathroom somerines, amost everything else can be easily done while on
1 couch. While eating on a couch may get a litde massy. eating is a necessiry, and with a plats and some napkins, the
mess shouldn't be that big of a problem. That is, unless you havs greedy little pets. Pets will take as much space on 2
couch as they want, even if they are small. The benefits are tremendous, as petting animals make 2 baby smila for the
first tirhe somawhere around the wotld, and sometimes they're just so fiyffy that's it's difficult to gef mad at them for
obhling up your couch tunch. You can alse snuggle up with them and a faw warm blankets for a nap, because couch
Eaps are superior to regualr naps. And after that nap, with the leftover blankets, building an ultimate couch fort is as easy
s pie. A fort and a couch are a duo that can't be beaten, and make any couch activity ten tmes as fun. While staying on
the couch is fun, if's always important to go to the bathroom frequently and throw away trash, because a dirty fortis a
forr no person should havs to suffer in. All these things make couch surfing so much simpler, and maybe aven a little
more enjovable. .
Couch surfing, an activity worshipped by nerds and praised by the socially unacceptable, is a thing anvona can do,
and effortlassty! It's filled to the top with potential, and is in no way tiresome. With nonproductive or productive things
ro do, and everything else in between, nothing is stopping you. A world of possibilites, a haven for laziness, couch

surfing is an extraordinarily fun thing to partake in. Best of all, you don't even have to leave your couch to do it

Organization: 4 4-4-4-4

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is effective in this response about couch
surfing. An effective introduction along with well-planned transitional phrases at the end of each paragraph,
effectively connect the main ideas together. Pacing is well-controlled throughout the response, as each idea
effectively connects to the next with a well-planned, logical progression of ideas. Paragraphing is sound.




Lithocode: 990003973856 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, & sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
gxperience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

Cross Country more like Life

It was the beging of my seventh grade and confusion abour everything was stll noticeable. The atr was drier than a
cars tounge after 2 nap and the weather was like we were living in satans armpit. 1 always rember thinking "Why did I
sign up for this? Ir's basicaly a death wish!” You see 1 wasn't the most athletic person and I'm pretty surs that 2 snail
could beat me in just about every spork. "Two minutes!” Some girl yelled. T was ready to go out and face the reat of the
people on the cross country team. When 1 got out there the feeling of drzad consumed me. It paralized me so much that
[ practically had to be draged to the flag pole. When we started I'm not even sure what 1 had to worry about 1 realized
that all 1 had te do iz he myaelf and try my best and I would be exeptad.

1 remember the first meet of that I've ever been to was total caous. It was as if someons let loose a bunch of rabid
dog and it was everyone for themselves. But what 1 also remsher is the feeling of runing. The feeling of my lungs on fire
and my legs moving steadly as if T was a well oiled machine. I remember felling free as the wind slapped my face as I
ran to victory. 1 alse can't forget the feeling of determination and jov as I steadily ran past others. The one thing I hared
hwas how it 2ll came to a crashing stop in the end. The feeling of total exshashten as 1 lugged my bags back to the car.
 astly the nagging feeling dissapointment of how I could've done barter punching me in the gut. But these feelings and
many more kept me pushing on and malking this such an activity that I loved.

Thiis year 1 was 50 excited to start cross country again. Sure I lilked to run just by myself but runing with a team
against others makes it so much more exciting. This vear was different however, instead of satans armpit greeting me as
2 faced the outside world it was more fike a gentle wisper of summer breeze. Everything was a bit weird also, the
meeting place was changed, many of the practices I loved were moved and some cut out all together. However all these
still couldn't change my love for the physicaly damanding sport. The meet I remaber the most from this year was the one
osted at my school. The weather was nasty as the bitter cold attacked any part of your body that was not covered vp.

t was the only ime I thought 1 hatad cross country, but of course I knaw I arill loved it.

At avery meet T've been to there are always cheers coming from everywhers. People bunched up on the sidelines and
narowly advoided heing hit by the runers, At times I just wanted them to shut up just so I could nu in peace for once.
= sound that was always consistate even when the people were gone was my laborad breaths. Somatimes if I ran too
4 1 would almost sound inhuman. That navar stoped me however it just made me push through it. After runing wether
it be at a meet Of juSL at practice the team would be all sweaty and gross. Let me tell you we smelled worse than any
arbage factory in the world. This is mostly because thera is always that couple peopls who forger their deoterant and
then the whole team has to suffer through the stench. This made me always aprechiate the luxery of indoor showers.
Cross country brought many good and bad things into my lfe bur at the end of the day 1 know I tovad avery minute
of it. The tears, the laughs, and the unique people will never be forgoten and will hold a place in my heart. T hope I will be
able to continue this sport inro highzchool because if I couldn't I wouldn't knosww what to do with my time. Cross couny
is something that makes me feel free and welcomed and I would never change it for the world. The only thing I would
changs is the odor of middle schooters afer running their heart out. Seriously though if everything wers to change 1 dont
Pmow if it would be s0 memerable to me. If vou ever want to join a sport or activity for that matter I highly suggest
cross country, I promise vou won't regret it.

Organization: 4 4-4-4-3

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is effective in this response about cross
country running. An effective and engaging introduction sets up the main theme of the essay and pacing is well-
controlled throughout the response as each idea moves to the next in a logical, somewhat chronological
progression of ideas. Transitions effectively show how ideas connect and the paragraphing is sound.




Lithocode: 990003987782 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school,

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

The sound off hoves in the distance can you hear the bull comming dow the run way. Trom the moment your step on
the rodeo ground to the second you step off it an adventure. The smells are amaring rosin and dirt fill you lungs as if it
was 3 drug you are addictive to I just love the smell. When I step out of our pickup it's go time 1 grab my bag off out the

- back seat just a perfect as T left it. I throw the siraps over my shulder being carful I don't cruch my American cowboy

hat and walk over to where I will hang my chaps and bullrope.

1 have to pay if 1 want to ride so 1 go over to the check in office and pay my money to here which 1 don't know if 1
will ever get back. Bull Riding is just like gambling vou never kaow if you are going to win. You just have to have that
imind set that you can ride any bull that runs under you because your the best bullrider to ever walk this earth. Once my
entry fees are paid up I go back over to the fence where 1 put my bag. '

1 first get out my chaps and a protective vest and hang them on the fence. After I get that out I get out my riding
boot they might look beat up to you but to me they are perfacy fine. Once my boot are out I put them out and put them
on. 1 am almost done but I put my spurs on they help me gat a a hold with my feet. Last but sertenly not least I put my
rope on the fence. Now that T am done putting on my gear I grab my saddle soap and rub the soap up and down my rope
ko get it sticky now come the rosin it combines with the the saddle saop to make a really sticky glue.

Now that all my done with getting my gear ready I got back to the the check in office to see what I drew. To make it
fair the judges put all the bull numbers in a hat and draw tham one by one. Acordingly to how the bullriders show up is
haw the determine what bull is by there name rember they drew the bull and listed them. Lets say I was the fifth ridder
50 what ever bull was drew fifth thats the bull I got.

Once I found out what bull I got 1 usually go over to see what one 1 got if I haven't had him befora. 1 usually know
what bull h have but there is some fmes I don't know. So I go over there and look at him see who owns him and asks
hwhat he does. Xnow that I lnow what he does 1 go back to my bag and rosin my rope again. After that I put my boot
ties on they help me so my boot don't fall off. Now it is usually about time so 1 get my chaps and vest on.

The backpan helper load my bull in the chuts so I put my rope on the bull. After that my blood is pumping 1 tape my
slove on my hand put my helmet on my head (I where 2 helmet so if 1 get kicked i the face I won't die). They call my
nams I get ready to get down in the chute on my bull. When I am on my bull I have someone to pull my rope. After that
is all dons I go take my rope where I put rosin on it and rap it around my hand one time and slide up on my rope. Inod
imy head and the gateman opens up the gate.

Once the bull is out of the chute the whole world stops. The only thing that moves is me and the bull the only thing
that T am worried about is that I ride this bull jump for jump. 1 hear the buzzer so I pull my rap ang jump of the bull to
the right side and run to the fence. Oncs at thee fence Thear my score. Not all ride go like this soms times I get bucked
off. Stilt after the bull is out of the arena I walk out.

Now 1 put my rope on the fence and start putting it away just as I got got it out first chaps and vest. Then I put my
rope my on the fence and get a wire brush to clean it off. Once it is all done I put it in my bag and take off my riding
boots and put on my good boots. Once all of my gear is put away 1 go Back to the check in office and see if I have won
any money of a buckle. This only happens if I ride my bull and the judges think it was a good ride.

By now It is time so 1 put my gearr back in the pickup and I go te the motel room get some sleep and do it all again

next bullriding.

Organization: 3 3-3-3-2

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is functional in this response about a bull
riding activity. Pacing is generally controlled as the writer takes us through the events leading up to the riding of
the bull in the arena. The progression of ideas is organized chronologically, and the various activities are connected
using appropriate transitional words and phrases. Paragraphing is generally successful.




Lithocode; 990004010498 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

IUsing sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

How do you axpress vourself? 1 express myself with music all around me, blasting. Moving across the floor having
the time of my lifa. Working for and hour and a half or fifty minutes. To express myself, I dance!

First of all, there is 2 lot you have to know and do. You have to be able to do leaps. You have the left and right leg,
also splits, canter, another split, reverse, and swith leaps. You also have tumns. You have fo master the double pureret,
and alsaconss. There is a lot to take in at onca. Also you have fo keep up with the music. My dance studic does 8 counts
to the music, and vou have to keep to that beat.

Next you have all of the sights. smells, and sounds. There is the aroma of hard work and sweet. You also have the
smell of candle that my teacher puts out. You've got the blasting music to dance to that your tsacher is rying to figure
out. Then there is always the sight of girls deing leaps, trns, jumps, and ticks. You alse see the dances of the girls. The
dance studio is a great placs to be.

Then there is are many reasons why I love it. 1 always have fun doing it. I can express myselfin so many ways.
There are so many fun things to do in the studie. Plus you make some amzing friends. at first you are scared, but then
vou get friends and have an amazing time.

With out the studio I would ba completly lost. I get to express myself when 1 go there. 1 get to see different things,
smell new smells and hear new songs. Alse I get to have fun with my friends. There are a number of activites out there,
but dance is my favorife.

Organization: 3 2-3-2-2

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is functional in this response about dance.
Functional transitions are adequate but not effective. Pacing is generally controlled and paragraphing is generally

successful. A brief, but adequate, summary conclusion restates the three main ideas of the essay and reiterates
why dance is an enjoyable activity.



Lithocode: 990003940168 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A g
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

IUsing sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

Something 1 lile to do is eat out with my farnily. When i eat out with my family we usually go to Golden
cotral. My mom will pay for our dinner and we will walk in and find 2 place to sit down. As my mom i3
finding a table for us to sit in I see an chocolats and 2 Vanilla flowing fountain. 1 see the stem of the hot food
rising into the zir making the air smell like delicous fries and pizza and Sreak and the other foods. We finally
get to our seats we take of our coats and puts them on the back of the brown black cushioned metal chairs.
Then we walk and we grab a salmon color plate. I walk around observing all the foods thinking about what 1
want to get. Suddenly I see some round light brown crispy onion rings. I take the silver tongs and scoop
sotne up and stash them on my plate. Then i will walk over to the stake ordering staton and say "Well Done
please”. Then he will cut open some of the stakes to see if he sees red then he will find a whole cooked one
and hold it up for me to see if its good enough. Then i will take the stake and i will go get an litde white paper
containier and put my ranch it there. ,

Then i will go back to my seat and i will see my little sister and brother eating their food. Soi go and sit down
a seat down from my sister at the end of the table. Then i see my mom and brother walk by and sit down. 1
start to grub on my food i start eating my crisp onion rings. I here alot of people talking and laughing and the
slurping sound of my sister drinking her bright red fruit punch. My older brother sitting acrossed from me
eating and scanning through his white samsung phone at the same time and my mom eating her salad and
telling my litd brother he can go gat desert. Then i take my steak and dip it in my ranch. Then I fake a big bite
of my stake and and enjoy the wonderful delicous taste of the juicy stake. Finally when im all done with my
food i go up for dessert . I gat an ice cream cons and make a switly topping of ice cream and some brown
delicious chocalate cookies. Then my mom asks if we are dons eating and we say "Yea'. Then we all stand up
angd walk ou the resturant.

Organization: 2 : 3-2-3-2

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is limited in this response about eating out at
the Golden Corral. While the events of the evening are presented in a somewhat logical order, the ideas are not
well-connected and weak and repetitive transitions are evident throughout the essay. Pacing is somewhat
inconsistent. Paragraphing is somewhat ineffective as the entire response seems to be a simple list of all the things
the writer did that evening at the restaurant.




Lithocode: 990003955890 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A -t

Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoar activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

P
December 17, 2014

There is this ons thing that § do everyday and that is go outside. I love being outside. I ry to go out side as much
45 1 can. No matter what { am abways outside for at least an hour evervday. The sites, feelings. and tastes are great. Being
culside is my favorite thing to do.

The sites outside are beautiful and amarzing. There are so many things to do outside. When 1 go outside i ride my bike
and my scooter, sometimes 1 will just sit on the swing and he on my phone. When I have frietnds over we usually go
cutside and we play badmit, football, and go to the skate park. In the summer we swim at the pool or in my pool, or
fump on the rapoline. Some other things to see are kids, adults, bricks, sheds, houses, stores, grass, grills, a birdie fling
in the air when we play badmit, totes fances, gardens, golf balls, darts, awing sets, frees, bebe guns, bebe's, toy guns,
and happy children plaving. There are many wonderful sites to see outside.  There are so many great feelings when
vour outside. When vour outside you can feel the cool air blowing against your face. Also on somedays you will feel the
warm and hot air against vour face. When my friemds and 1 are outside we feel happy. and joyful. Somedays it will be
really hot outside and others not so much. These are just a feav of the feelings there are many more but thesse are the top
faelings 1 feel.

The taste of the food we make outside on the grill is amazing. We make steak, chicken and patoes out on the grill.
Als0 when were oulside we sneak into the garage and find the cooldes. Lastly we usually bring a jar of penut butter
outside and eat it, but sometimes we have a food fight and through it at each other. There are many greaf tastes to taste
cutside.

This is the one place i go evarvday no matter what.1 lova being outside.

Organization: 2 2-2-2-2

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is limited in this response about being
outside. While a basic functional organizational structure that focuses on the sights, feelings and tastes of being
outside seems to have been attempted , the introductory transitions are weak or missing, and each of the three
main body paragraphs is a list of ideas with few if any transitions connecting the ideas. There is little organization
evident within each of the paragraphs, and the details are often presented as a simple undeveloped list of
examples. Pacing is inconsistent and paragraphing is irregular as the content that supports each of the three main
ideas is often somewhat repetitive or unrelated to the main ideas. A weak conclusion is evident.




Lithocode: 990003960154  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an cutdoor activity, a sporting event,

or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds. or smells that you
experience. S

IUsing sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

Ny favorite activity to do with my family is to go to pow-wows. My sister was a princess for Freshmen, Junior, and in
Fincon. My mom makes her dress. My sister had 2 baby so she had to give up the title. I really like the drums, how there
made of cow skin, and sometimes they decarate it with 2 painting of a dream catcher. I like the dancers the best, thats
how my sister became a Pow-Wow princass. I really like the way the dancers dress, the beads are beutiful like two
rainbows. They all use different bead colors. They use black blue orange red,yellow purple.etc... My favorite part is the
dancing. 1 especilly like the fancy dancers. they spin around sometimes they turn half way then they go the other way.
There are tons of dances. fancy dance,sun dance.grass dance.rabbit dance, tradifional dance etc... The men and women
do different dances, both of them do traditional dances,but the men do fancy dance.rgbbit dance, and other dances that
are kind of hard to do. Women do grass dance, and other dances that are sasy. When I am in High School I'm going to
start dancing/play the drums. If I dance I'm going to Fancy Dance.  What I get out of Pow-Wows is that 1 get to spend
time with my brothers, sister, cousins, friends, my mom and dad, my nephew,and my grandma. 1 always get the Funtel
cake, Snow-Cones, and the Chili-cheese Fri's. Before 1 go to the Pow-Wow 1 help my grandma sell her food. After were
done selling food we head o the Pow-Wow. The Pow-Wows only go for three days. Pow-Wows always make me go to
steep when I get home. So when I wake up in the morning I'm happy because I sleep good. The Pow-Wow effects me
by making me go to sleep better, and 1 ger full from all the food. It effects others the same way. Sometimes 1 get sick
and it hurts badly than I can't go te sleep, than that effects my little brother, and grandma because they can't sleep
because I keep on making noises. Than I stay home from school the next day than that effects my grades. Those are the
reasons 1 lilke Pow-Wosws, and 1 really like to spend my time with my family at Pow-Wows.

Organization: 1 2-1-2-2

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is lacking in this response about going to a
pow-wow. A somewhat random and unorganized list of ideas has been presented, and transitions connecting the
ideas are missing or unclear. Pacing is awkward, and paragraphing is missing. A weak ending that is somewhat

' contradictory and digresses from describing the activity as an enjoyable event is evident.




Lithocode: 990004015068 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,

or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

rodea is my faverer thaing fo do in july thats when all my frinds come for the
eers

ared do rapeing with my cousing ami we }tme fun all the fime braking horses gnd wresting goates and shoofing birds
; fu.‘ mear : { eksetra ekseﬂva gksefrea ya z‘}m

kids radev thats when § git to fight

Organization: 1 1-1-1-1

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is lacking in this brief response about the
rodeo. This minimal response has little or no evidence of any organizational structure. Paragraphing and
transitions are missing and connections are unclear.




Voice / Word Choice




Lithocode: 990003955796  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporling event, or
any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, of smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, fee!
iike they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

S
i
L7 trecamoer 2uid

Baseball

In this universe that God creaced thers are many amazing and wonderful things. But the one thing 1 love the most is
baseball. Baseball has shaped our nation, and been cur national pastime for over 140 years. It has been with us through
all of the hardships in our country, such as the Civil War, World War t, The Great Depression, World War 2, and the
Aetnam War, Through all of these rough times, baseball has been an outlet for people to get away from all of them. T
1dore baseball becauss of it's pure history, tivating sounds, and the svonderous sights it brings, whtich T will mention first,
Baseball's sights are some of the most hearfmoving on this great planar Earth. Metal bats sit in racks on the fence,
Wwaiting to be picked up to be swung. Leather gloves are on baseball player's hiands, waiting for their moment to shine,
and to catch that ball they've been wanting since they were first made. Plaver's shirts ars sweat- stained from all of the
hard work, but they love it, for why ¢lse would they be here? Their pants are also dirty from sliding hard on the
basepaths, doing anything and everything to get 2 run on the board for their beloved team. The pitcher flips the ball up
and down, waiing for the batter fo step in the batter's box, As the batter steps in, the pitcher gives him an intense stare,
33 if to sav,"] control this plare, and you're not going to take it without a fight "The pitcher and batter are now in a battle,
hoth mentally and physicatly, even if not everyone knows it. The pitcher winds up 00 throws 2 blazer right down the
imiddie, strike one. Then ha seems to get right back on the mound and throws another heater, strike two. Now the hitter
is in protaction mode, and he just does not want to strike out. The pitcher winds vp, kicks back, and throws. He's
thrown 2 pitch right down the pipe, and it seems as if the hitrer will put this one over the fence. He swings hard, as hard
a5 ha's ever swung and... he misses. He swings right throught the pitch and completely missed it. Ha now has the long
walkc and the dejected fesfing of going tack ro the dugout after a strilceout. Basahall is 2 marathon, though, and he will

or 2 chance to get Inis revenge. Baseball's sights are amazing, but one could argue that if's sounds are aven bettar.

Baseball's sounds are almost harmonious with our strong nation of America. The umpire yells “play ball' to start off
the game, and evervone in the stadium feels their axcitement peak when hie 3avs these fwo simple words. The "chomp”
of plaver's bubblegum is audible to everyone in the dugout. for they are used to this sound. The “swish” of players
spitting seeds can also be heard, one of the many nervous habits of ballplayers. The coach can be heard whistling, wying
to lightsn the mood and tenseness of his players by showing his own loosenass. The snap of the pitcher's glove can be
heard a5 he flips the ball up and down 33 he always does. The batter can be heard wallding toward's the batter's box. Itis
rime for his long awaited revenge on the pitcher. He says a prayer before stepping into the box, and then with 2 deep
loreath, he goes into his stance. The pitcher has long been done flipping the bal and is now ready to pitch. The batter and
the pitcher have an intense staredown, ready for the battle to come. The pitcher gets his sign from the catcher, comes
set. winds up. rears back, and chucks the batl. The classic “snap” of the glove can be hedrd as the ball blazes in for
strike one. The pitcher repeats what hie did for strike one, and now it is 0-2. Tv seems a3 if the batter will strike out again,
it he has a different plan in mind. The pitcher winds up, kicks back and throws. The batter switgs, and the classic
“ting" of the aluminum bat talls the batter ail fie needs to know. The ball sails with a “whiz" over the fence, as if a missile
lblazing into enemy territory. The crowd cheers, @ if 2 flip wers switched, for they were quief just 30 seconds ago. The
batter goas iato his bomerun trot, and the “plop"” of his metal cleats an the dirt can be heard. He has won this batde, and
inow they are even. Baseball's sounds are very melodious, but fione can compars Lo the pure history of the gama.
Baseball hias been with our nation for just under 2 centuries, and this i why it has such an amarzing history. 1t has
inesn home to great men such as Ty Cobb, Cy Young. and Pete Rose. But one seandal left what people thought was an
verlasting scar on basaball. This horribla scandal was the Black Sox Scandal of the 1919 Wotld Seties. What happened
it this scandal was that the White Sox of 1919 were heavily favored to win the series. They did not think they were
being payed enouglt, so they negotiated with gamblers to throw the series. They lost the series to the Reds, even though
no ons thought that the Reds even had a chance ageinst the powerful White Sox. This left 2 blemish on baseball thar
astad for quite 3 while, until along cams a godlike man who would change haseball forever. This great man's name was
Babe Ruth. Ha was the first great homerun hirter in baseball. Ownears absolutely loved him, he made attendance soar
through the roof, which made owners rich. He seemed 1o complately patch up the whole thar the Biack Sox Scandal had
eft il baseball. Such is the great and luscious history of traseball.

Baseballis a great game because of it's amazing sights, harmonious sounds, and absolutsly lavish history, First,
yaseball has soms of the mast amazing sights in the world, including an intense baitle between pitcher and batter.
Second, it has some of the greatest sounds, including the “ting" of the bat and “snap" of the glove. And finally, the Black
ox scandal seemed bo leave in baseball, but Babe Ruth healed it up. I love baseball, our national pastime, bacause it has
lneen with us through good and bad, and has endured and persevered through it all.

Voice/Word Choice: 4 7 4-4-4-4

In this response about the writer’s love of baseball, the wording is expressive and engaging, conveying a strong
sense of the writer throughout the essay. Numerous vivid words and phrases are used effectively to describe the
baseball experience, and the reader clearly understands why baseball is an enjoyable activity for the writer. The
strong and passionate voice is well-suited for the purpose and audience, and the descriptive language is specific,
precise and varied throughout the response.

REw—




Lithocode: 990003955808 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event, or
any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smelis that you
experience.

Using sensoty details, wiite an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

17 December, 2014
Before The Curtain Opens

Feel the heart beat, the sweaty paims, the mumbling of the crowd gettng more and more sient as the lights go
ditm, and the curtain opens. In thealre, it's just another day in the life of us. Stress is not 3 problem with me on that
stage, it's easiet to be 2 whole different person than yvourself for an hour or twe. Once the lights are on the stage,
personalities fade and the game is on. In theatre i get to explore beautiful sights, feelings, and sxperience new things. I
el to go where the audience has naver gons befora.

Imagine a bright light in vour eves as they gleam in the sparkle of the stage. This is just one itmage { get to witness in
thiz theill ride of creativity. The veiw I see on stags s totally different from the sudience's veiws. From rehersals, the
stage is just a dirty and dusty old block of wood that i3 yet to be cleanad before show time. The currain is crusty and
depressing from the uses of shows. But by the time of the last dress rehersal it is a sparkling wondetland of props and
furniture, lights, walls, and a whele new scenery. In just a time length of 2 months, a dusty spider infested cave can turn
rintﬂ a bright and classy gold carpet.  simplicity is not a choics in set making or costume sewing. Creativity is key 30
that means colored lights, bright makeup, stunning costumes, and an overall beautiful appearatics on stage. Theawrs is
lquite an ey catcher for sure. But the more important thing in theatre, is the feeling of being i it
Onca roles are casted to evervonas who had auditioned, if's time to work. Stress is a top feeling while working on a
show or just theafra in general. There are many tickets to sell, postars to print, sats to build and characters to evolve,
Theatrs is not like shooting a movie, we can never adit out what has been said or done, that builds anxeiry in
evaryone. The turden of a show is all worth if in the end, through all the heart attacks panicking and sweaty and hot
dancing sessions, it is all a memory when the audiencs fades and the stage luminates. As the first line is said, the play
falls into place and everything starrs to feel welcoms and comfortable. If's just another day in the life and everything is at
a staedy pace and it is just like a rehersal.. but if you mess up, it's more embarrasing. When the final scene is on stage,
the cast gathers likke a panguin huddle backstage and smiles are shared and all is well as we party into curtain call with
cheers and aplause. Nothing can hear that fealing. .. except for the full experience.

One might sav that im crazy to think that I feel completley relaxed without a pinch of nervous enargy when im on
stage in front of several strangers acting funny. To me, that is just my life, i was raised like this sitnce i was 7 and i could
mever be more happier with my experience. Auditions have become more and more simple and easier. The full time i
have laughed, cried, and partied as i celebrate a2 new show. I know { may seem different to people but thealre kets you
be: yourself, it may be perfect for a role. Thera is no denving it, in theatre, my life has become a whole lot befer with the
songs the dance and the people § have me along the way. I love the feeling of making someone laugh by the way i say
\fﬂm@thhig or do something, the fine arts no matter what it is has atways cams easily to me. It may not be perfec bur it
vill alwavs be 2 home to all of the theatrs nerds out there. Thats what keeps me in theatre, the experience.

In theatre i have gotten to describe sights, feelings and my experience with others. The beautiful aray of neon colors
fin costumes or sef peaces give me happiness. In the curtain call i love to bear the crowwd cheeting about the show and
how they lovad it toe. The whole band of freaks has been my home since i was young and i have adored if ever zince.
theatra is beyond what i had expected it te be, it's given me a new family. Each night affer a show i will still remeber the
imoment before the curtain openad.




Voice/Word Choice: 4 4-4-4-3

In this response about theater, the wording is expressive and engaging and conveys a strong sense of the writer
throughout the essay. A strong voice, with a very personal account of all aspects of the activities of being in a
theater group, is well-suited for the purpose and audience, and the descriptive language is specific, precise and
varied throughout the response. Numerous vivid words and phrases are used effectively and the reader clearly
understands why being a part of the theater and acting onstage is an enjoyable and important activity for the
writer.




Lithocode: 990003940756 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A ! ‘7
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

A lot of people have an activity that they like to do with their families outside of school. Whether its staying at home
watching movies and eating pizza or going out and going to the lake. My family likes to do active things, so duting the
summer we go to the lake a lot. My family likes to do active things with each other just so that we arent stuck at home
all day and the soloution to that is that me and my whole family end up goiug to the lake. It is a lot of fun and now lam
soing to tell vou about what you see at the lake, what you smell at the lake, and what you can hear while your at the lake.
When you go to the lake you see many things. You see people, there are children and their parents and theyra wath
their families laughing and talking. A lot of the people you would see at the lake are having a meal together or playing in
the water. Another thing that you see wheti you go to the lake is sand. The sand has this whit2 and a light brown color to
it 1t looks soft and powdery, you can see some little sparkling rocks in the sand too, just becuse of how the sun is
reflecting on it. At the lake you also see the water, it looks gross and dirty. It has this green color to it and it just looks
licky. You see the sun reflecting off of the green water and in the water there is usually some children plaving together
laughing and gigaling. Tn the sand you also see people laying on towels listening to music while theyre pying to sun tan.
If vou go to the lake that me and my family go to, a lot of people like to eat there and they go and cook maat and
things like that. So if you go to the lake vou will smell people cooking. The air is filled with the smell of steaks and just
differant types of meats cooking for people and their families to eat. Another thing that you smell is the smell of camp
fires. A lot of people choose to camp their and when they do they build campfires close to their tents. When you pull up
to the lale and you get out of your car you get a faint smell of burning wood. You automaticaly can tell that it comes
from the camping site near by. The smell of smoke fills the air. You also can just smell the water. It is kind of a dirty
water smell.
While your at the lake you hear many things there, one of the many things that you hear while your at the lake i3
children. The children that you hear are usually laughing and giggling with each other. They are yelling while plaving with
one another and having fun. One of the main things you hear while your at the lake is music, a lot of people play music
from wheraver theyre at. You dont just hear their music that is being plaved on the radio it is also some families that like
to sing or play music with each other. Some of the people that like to do their ovwn little performances are actually really
zood. Another thing that you hear when your at the lake is just a faint buzz from everyonas converasatons being
smooshed together, some people are on the phons with other people and soms people are just having conversations with
the people that had came with them.
All of these things make e love the lake and make me want to keep going back. The sand is always so warm and
pretty and even though the water looks icky it s sill really relaxing and cool. The smell of the food and campfires gives it
this welcoming feel to it. All the children you hear and the music and the singing is just so fun and welcoming to who
over shows up at the lake, these are reasons why I am always excited and happy to go to the lake with my family.

Voice/Word Choice: 3 . 4-3-3-3 —

In this response about going to a lake, the wording is generally expressive and conveys a certain sense of the writer
and why being at the lake is enjoyable. The voice is generally appropriate for the purpose and audience, and the
language is generally specific and varied. A few vivid words and phrases adequately describe the location and some
of the activities that occur while spending time at the lake.




Lithocode: 990003955466 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of schaol.

It could be somsthing you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, & sporting event,
or any other activity. Constder descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smelis that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

Ogalala Lake
Splash splash that is some of what I hear when my family and I g camping. 1 iove to go there in the summer
because then all of my family gets to go and it is 50 fun. The lake i3 just outstanding! My favorite part about going is my
family because I get to see all of them. The sights when 1 go camping are so amazing. These are some of the reasons
why camping iz one of my favorite acuvities.

The lake at Ogalala is so pretty. I love to go to this lake bacanse it is so clear expecially when I wear my googles to
see in the water. The sand there is 5o soft and warm. I love to build sand castles there because they stay up and it is easy
to build the castle there. Sometimes when the sand is to hot | have fo run so my feet won't get burned, It is funuy seeing
me run through the sand because it is hot. 1 love to swim there because the water is just right at the temperture it needs
to be. When I swim it feels 50 caim and 1 just relax. 1 afso like if when T play with my sisters and cousing because we
iplay tag and other things. The mest excifing thing is getting on the boat! Ttis so fun, Ilove it when the whole family is
ot the boat. The wavas the lake does are awesome because when we are on the boar it kind of jumps. My most favorita
part i3 my famdy.

My family is 30 important to me and I just love them all. I love when all of my family goes because I gat to see my
[litite cousin Eliely. He is ona year old and so adorable 1 love him so much. He loves to eat expecially in the morning when
we cook breakfast, He sure eats 2 lot I think thar is why be is kind of chubby. I also get to see my little girl cousin
Angeles. She i also one year old. She hardly cries. She lovas when we put her in water expecially at the lake. One of the
most important person in my life is my aunt Marcia. She is s0 nice to me and I love her to the moon and back. Everytims
she comes I get 5o excited but when she leaves if i3 30 sad. I just love all of my family so much. The sights when I go
camping are wonderful.

The sights at Ogatala are unmarkble. The first thing 1 see is my family all togather. Everytime 1 turn to see them they
are laughing and just having fur. When we go on the boat my uacle is always maling jokes and everyons cracks up.

| Another thing 1 see is the camp fire. It is big and bright and wood all over it. When 1 get to close to it, if burns me. When
I see the camp fire I also see my sisters and cousins sitting around it making smore's. Tlove when it is night time
wecause of the lights. The lights are so bright and colorful. Sometimes j sit down and just look uo to see the beautiful
[ights. The sights are what makes it memerable.

The lake, my family and the sights are what make camping 3 great experience. Everytime I leave 1 can not wait to go
again soon. The lake is a great place to swim and ride a boar, My family is 2 big part why 1 love to go and spend time
thers. The sights are just unbelivesble. All of this is why camping is my favorits activity to do outside of school.

Voice/Word Choice: 3

3-3-3-3

In this response about camping at Ogalala Lake, the wording is generally expressive and conveys a certain sense of

the writer. The voice is generally appropriate for the purpose and audience, and the language is generally specific

and varied. Some vivid words and phrases adequately describe the activities at the lake, but a more specific,

precise and engaging description would be required for a higher score. The reader has a general understanding of

why going camping at the lake with family is such an enjoyable experience.




Lithocode: 990003938894 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A :
Think about an activity you enjoy doing €ither in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event, or
any ather activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

lsing sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

[ like to do many things in and cut of school. some of the things you may not of heard of this are some of the things {
lile to do and love

One of my favertie things to do out of school is play soccer. I will play as the goaly so I can help my team block the ball
if it gets to close. 1 will also play as defender so I can kick the ball back to my teamates so we can score a goal.
Sometimes the other tsam will get past us and rmake a goal. Our team has won amd lost many games to other teams that
are better then us buf we naver gave up.

My secend activity out of school is playing Minecraft on my computer. When 1 get on Minecraft 1 play on survifer. In
these mod you can die and you have te make your own house with creepers; zombies and the Ender dragon that kills
vou it one hit. In my world | have made a two floor house that has many defence around it so it wont get destroud by
the creepers because if they see you they will blow up and Idll you. I like to play with some of my freands and help them
build amazing things like mansions and skyscrapers taller then the clouds in the sky.

This is one of the best things i like do in and out of school reading. When i read it feels like im really in the book seeing
what is happening as the adventer unfolds. one of the best bools I read is Percery Jackson and the Lighting Teif. in
these boak a boy named Percry thinks we is not speace] and has only one freand named grover. One day Percry and
Grover go to a Greek Matholgly mumsuim and a reahicar who is a demon thinks that he stole a item named the Lighting
Rod that belongs te the god Zues. The rest of the book is good and T redlly enjoed it.

My last thing to do is the best of my activitys is to play Super Smash Bors for Nintando 3DS and WIL U. In this game
vou can play as ona of the best game charters in the wrold like Mario; Star Fox; Sonic the Hegehog: Ness; and more.
You can get online a battle on of the wrolds best players that have been in wrold ternerments. Ther are many modes to
play in this game like classic mode. In this mede vou fight up agenst some of Nintende's best figrers and when you get
to the end master and crazy hand and once you beat them master core will come out and fight you. Master Core has five
stages in the 3D'S and six stages in WII U. In the WII U his last Stage is master fortters wihch is mostly impossable o
heat.

These are my favertie things to do in and out of school.
Voice/Word Choice: 2 2-2-2-2

In this response about four different activities, the wording is occasionally expressive and conveys a limited sense
of the writer. Descriptive language is only occasionally precise and varied, with few vivid words and phrases used

to describe the activities. The voice is not particularly engaging or convincing, and the reader does not adequately
understand what it is about the activities that the writer really enjoys, or why they are so special.



Lithocode: 990003940092 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A “_‘;ff'

Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoar activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

What i like to do out of school is chill out at friends houses and chill out and also collect air soft guns 1 own 3 air soft
ouns i lilke doing matches with frietds out at ranges and vs other teams and see whos batter of just do it for fun me and
my buddys are like a squad when it comes to air soft where usually always winning matches hecause we practice all the
tims after school we also ride dirt bikes someatimes vsnally on the weekends just bikeing on biny roads and dirt trails and
fields just ripping through dirt and powering are bikes at full throtde and the smsll of gas just in the air a5 we go through
a lot of obsectes on the wrails going through tight spaces and forrests untl wa run out of gas or we get lost so we usually
zo back home and either work on the bikes or just play video games until we gef board then we dhways go out to get
something to eat usually burger king or wendys then 1 vanally go back to there place or i might go home and pass out but
usually 1 go back te there place and just play video games untl ifs like night tme thats when we head back out to go hang
with more friends usually then we end up getfling really tired and { go home to go to sleep or ill pass out at a friends house
thats what i do out of school basically.

Voice/Word Choice: 2 . 2-1-2-1

In this response the wording is occasionally expressive and conveys a limited sense of the writer. Descriptive
language is occasionally precise and varied, with some vivid words and phrases used to describe the activities
associated with chilling out at a friend’s house. A somewhat unenthusiastic voice does not engage the reader and
does not clearly convey an understanding of why this activity is so enjoyable that it was chosen as the topic for this

essay.




Lithocode: 990003972436 Question; Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event, or

any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
likke they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

My favorite activity is having a movie night with my family. My family is small, my mom and dad and then me. So
movie night is my favorite because you can spend time togather as a family and just have a good time. 1 don't get to
warch a lot of movies with my family because my dad dossn't really like movies. But when we do 1 enjoy svery moment
of it .

Most movies that we waich togather are action comides, comidies, or chtistan bacad movies,

Voice/Word Choice: 1 , 1-1-1-2

The wording in this brief response about a movie night is inexpressive and lifeless, conveying little sense of the
writer. The language is neither specific or precise nor varied and vivid words or phrases are missing. The voice is
inappropriate for the purpose, and the reader has little understanding why this activity is enjoyable.




Lithocode: 990004154194  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

An activity 1 like to do either is play foot ball in to play my xbow one. 1 like to play football because i love football
hecause it's just let me me be myself in to lat all my self of steam out in when i get older i wanna be in the N¥L but
atheir then that 1 would play my xbox one online somatimes i would play gta 5 o uft in like at 6:30 i go to boxing class in
than to the gvm by my house. and that all what i do ather school

Voice/Word Choice: 1 1-1-1-1

The wording in this brief essay about football and Xbox conveys little sense of the writer. Language is neither
specific or precise, nor varied. Vivid words or phrases are lacking, and the voice is inappropriate for the purpose.



Sentence Fluency/
Conventions




Lithocode: 990003955728 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A a :,
Think alzout an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school. T

It could be something you do with your friends, a famity outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture i, feel
like they ara there, and understand why you enjoy it.

h
1o
Decammber 14, 2014
Stnooth Skiing

"You plumnmet down the mountain side at top speeds, and count the number of seconds you hava before you reach
ihe base.” Without 20y context, this quote could seem quite scary and suspenceful. Although the actual idea of rushing
down 2 moutitain with only peices of high-tech plastic on your feet seems pretty insane, skiing is sull one of my favorite
things to do. A beautifilt ski resort called Crested Bulte iz 2 tiny mountain getaway that my family and 1 go to almsot
lavery winter. Its sights are magnificent, and the beauty of it il is breathtaking. You can toutch the nature arouysd you,
and expirence every little gift mother nature has carefully crafted. You ruly feel like you are on top of the world being up
on that mountain, and every emotion is overwhealming, and beautiful. There are 5o many things that make slaing
awesome, and the sights truly make everything more enjoyable.

Visually, 1 personally think mountains are the most beautiful placs to be. Mount Crested Butt2 has so many hidden
rreasures, and if you blink as your rushing through a forest tral, you just might miss 2 spectacular sight. As you
approach the mountain in your car, and excitment is rushing through you becasue after 3 hours you are FINNALY there,
the mountain greers vou with beautiful flowing scenery. The south face of the mountain is coverad in intense tarrain, not
cleared to be skied. Rocky sections are broken up by glittering snow patches. As you circk the mountain, you see the
wonderous city of Crested Burte, Wonderful little cottages are on ground level, and a quaint titde town is sorrounding the
imain atraction. The ski resort at Crested Butte ruly takes the cake. Modem condos and mansions line the mountain, and
fuge tifts and ski rental places sorround everything. While actall on the stopes, averything up there is breathtaking. To
the left of you, you can see foggy mountaintops of nearky mountains, and o your right, you see many smiling faces pass
heou as they ski by. Mysterious, dark forests and bright gleaming snow jumps all make this mountain an unforgettable
hisual expirence.

To truly take in the expirence of being on such a beautiful mountain, faeling the nature around vou iz a must. Rushing
own 2 forest trail can be very scary sometirmes, but as long as 1 can grip the outsides of the trees, feeling svery bump
and ridge as 1 hang on for dear Life, I know 11l make it out alright. Evervthing that you can touch is masked by the
hermal gloves and sweaty fingers ont the ends of your arms. As one skis down the mountdin, there are many icy spots
along the trait, that usually make vou feel as if you are going over a speed bumg, ot rather, 50 litde speedbumps that jolt
rour body up and down. Cold snowflakes lightly flutter down, and make their homa upon any exposed skin, and melt
hefore you can even notice they were there. Chilly wind nips at your nose, and it feels as if you just got hit in the facs
Wwith a frozen pillow. Evarything about skiing is so wonderful, and to fruly take it all in, feeling and touching what you
can is a great part.

Baralting toward the end of the rail, racing your pals to the finish, fills yéur body with a surplus of emotions. Feeling
loscillorated and narvous and excited all at the same time, skilng is the best way to ift your spitts. Emotions flow through
sour body like a racing river, and seem to find 2 way to make you feel completly amazing one moment, and teriified in
Fnome-r. T've met some really good friends of mine while skiing, and being with them i3 really awesome, We have 2
saying thar we always use whenaver we're scared to Iy something naw, or just am't very mofivated; "We up here." This
lquote does not make alot of sence, and isn't grammatically correct, but we know what if means, and it always has a way
ro give us a second wind. There truly isn't 2 way for me to explain how it feels to be skiing on your favorite trail, with
merfact conditions, and your favorite people in the world right beside you, Yut one word might be able to sum it all ug;
bliss.
Skiing is one of ty favorite things to do, and 1 look forward to being up there svery year. Mount Crested Butee is
rruly a sight for sore eyes, and its magnificent visual treasuires are always enjovable to look ar. Textures and expriences
really malee this mountain a great place to do what I really love o do... ski! The best part of my year is being able to fed
50 many amotions while I'm skiing, and it always brings a smile to my face. I truly lova skiing, and it is one of my
favorita things on earth to do. Crested Butte is magnificent, and I wouldn't want to five in a world withour this amazing
lace to do what I love, i :

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 4-4-4-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this response about skiing. Phrasing consistently sounds natural
and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, and punctuation are consistently correct. A few spelling errors are not
significant enough to lower the score.



Lithocode: 990003940080 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A o

Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing. an outdoor activity, a sporting event, or
any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smelis that you
experience.

IUsing sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it

My Faverite Activity

Thera are thousands of hobbies that could appeat to different people, like reading, making videos, and having fun
with friends. 1 enjov all of these activities, but my favorite would have to be when I am in musicals at the Rose Theater.
It is 30 much fun and I adore doing them, which makes them the perfect activity for me.

Somse people might e scared to go onstage. but 1 have never been.._.and there's no way 1 could possibly be! 1 feel
amazing when I am standing on the wids stage, smelling the fog machine and waiting for my tumn at Mic (microphone)
Chack. I lova to ba backstage and smell the mix of makeup, dust, and laundry detergent, and to hop up the wide cement
steps o the dressing rooms. Putting on costumes is the moat fun because then T ruly feel ke the person 1 am plaving. 1
Ihinke that if makes our show much more sincere, just like the scenery and props that add to the accuracy of the show. 1
aven think ripping off microphene tape on my face and neck is not the worst thing 1 could ever do because the zing of
pain only 1asts a second, and the microphones are part of the fun.

Another great thing about the Rose is all of the talented people I get to meet, 50 I'm never lonely. 1 have lots of new
friends that are in the show and we entertain each other by playing games, talking, and watching videos while we wait
wackstage. Usually our laughter can be heard (quietly) backsiage when we are having fun. Preforming is a great activity
and a great sxperience because I can have many new acquaintances and if is great to be onstage together.

Almost every night I dance, sing, and act at the Rose under the bright stage lights that cascade around us like light
shining on water. T love watching the audience and I feel a surge of joy when they laugh and smile at parts of the show.
1 shiver at the powerful, beautiful music from the musical geniuses in the orchestra pit and our voices marched against
them. 1 love the ancient, elegant feel of the Rose and how lucky I am to be able to make people smile there.

Preforming {s my absolute favorite thing to do and 1 hope to continue it for years to come. Thera are 30 many
reasons why 1 love to act, sing, and dance, escpecially at the wonderful Rose Theater. That is why doing musicals is the
perfact actvity for me.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 3-3-4-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this response about performing in musicals. Phrasing

consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are consistently
correct.




Lithocode: 990003955932 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A ‘" T
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

it could be somsthing you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, @ sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

I\

i [
17 Brecamber 2014 i

The Endless Experience

Atid, cold, and breathless air hits nyy face. The smell of pine trees mixed with the smells of snow fill my nose with
pleasant aromas. As I'm speeding down the slope of Terry peak, 1 know that I have a deep love for snowboarding and
that 1 want to aspire every single time 1 snowboard. The scenary, experiences, and the lodge make up 2 typical ski resort
and they effact the enjoyment of snowboarding in 4 fasinating. So lets buckle up our siraps, 35 we journey down to the
bottom of the mountain with scanary all around!
Whenevar | glide dovwn a slope, I'm always taking a peak at all of the beautifisl scenary. Pine trees always line the rail
as if they wers arrows pointing for whers 1 should be headed to. All of the trees have blankets of snow that keep the
trees nice and cozy for a frigid winter day. Snow covered bushes surround the trunics of the trees, it almost looks like
the bushes are hugging the trees. In the distance I can make out outlines of small mountains and hills overlapping each
other with such beauty nothing can compare to. In the middle of four mountains, 2 small town called "Deadwood” flows
with the landscape, se petite compared to the mountains. Metal ski lifts are above me carrying passengers up to the
sumnmit to give them another amarzing experience. To my left and to my right are people who ride along side me are
whooping and hollering as we are all having a great time. Gusts of wind slap me in the face as I ride down leaving scents
of pine trees mixed with very pleasant earthen aromas. The taste of water flows through my mouth 25 I take 2 sip of
water that depletes my thirst. In front of me I pass metal ramps and rails that you can use anytithe. Snow ramps tower
eside me almost as if they were huge giants! With all of this happening, I'm having an amaring experience.
Snowboarding is just an amazing expeience, that nothing can size up to. Whenaver I'm snowboarding I'm always
faeling the rush of adrenaline coursing threugh my body with an unstoppable wige to rapidly journay through the
imountains. It's an experience 1 always have, It's basically an endless emotion. When 1 see a ramp 1 always am preparing
to jump off it with a unresistable temptation of having another taste of adrenaline. In midair it 2lmost seems ]
everything stows down to 2 halt, everything around me looks golden for a few seconds as I catch humongous air. My
heart is purely runting on adrenaline as it bears like its an engine. Right when 1land i bend my knees so 1 can stick a
landing. Right when I land everything is nermalagain, malking me want to ramp off again and again. But whenever 1 fail 1
Pget a really bad landing that happens to my back. As soon as T know it, I'm back down at the skiing lodge.
The momment I open the lodge door, 2 wall of warm air hits my face. Aromas of bountiful food and drinkcs make my
stomach roar with hunger and makes my mouth water. Colorful skis and snowboards line the walls waiting for another
ride. The room is filled with lots of people that sounds of laughter and chatter are derived from. Acroas the room is the
store that sells a vartitey of goeds, Including hats, coats. goggles hoodies snowboards,skis, and it even has hand and feet
wwarmer packs! To my right is where they sell food that is very cheap and is very tastafil. I usually get walking taces and
a tnountain dew o quench my thirst. 1 also ger a few botdes of watﬂr for when 1 go back outside to snowboard. The
lodge is where memories are made and friendships are hard
The scenary,experience, and the lodge are the main 3 thmga that malkee snowboarding super enjovable. Az everyons

ows I'm an adrenaline junkie that wants to do lots of dangerous things. When the first snow falls, 1 automatically

0w it's snowboarding season. So as we unstrap our buckles memmories fill my brain with s0 many things. So lets say
ood bye to todav's snowboarding as we lool forward to the next.
Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 4-4-4-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this response about snowboarding. The sentences are usually
correct and the fragment and run-on errors do not confuse the reader. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling
are generally correct and a few errors do not distract the reader. Phrasing generally sounds natural. A more
consistent control of sentence fluency throughout the response would be required for a higher score.



Lithocode: 990003983274  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A oy O
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

Fishing

One of the most enjoyable things in lifs to me is fishing. 1 have been proudly addicted to fishing since my
crandparents began taking me when I was about 2. You could say that fishing is a Phillips' family tradition. Besides that
thers are 5 reasons to why I love fishing. The view, relaxation, gamble of the catch, memories created, and of course
bragging rights.

One important part of fishing is the peace and tranquility thar the body of water offers you. 1 can think of several
times where school and life in general had me stressed out and fishing helped me forget about the wotries of the world.
Along with quistness and peace, the sorrounding areas usually smell fantastic. There's nothing quiet like the stell of
fresh warer, and wild flowars.

Another reason 1 enjoy fishing is it is really addicting. And by that I mean it is hard to leave the water if you haven't
caught any fish. You always feel as if the next cast could catch you the "big one." On top of that you can never tell what
the fish actually wanks because there is thousands of different colors, shapes, and texiures to each lure, One hour they
might want a red rattling crankbait and the next they want a peacful white spiner you never really know.

Sornething that always gets me excited about fishing is earning bragging rights among my family or fishing buddies.
As 1 said earlier, my family overall greatly enjovs fishing. So being able to come home with a large catfish or a stringer
full of “eating size" crappie is fruly great. Plus it's kind of fun to rub it in my brother and sisters' face.

Fishing isn't only about bragging rights its about creating memories that will last a life ime. 1 still get a smile on iy
face thinking about all of the succesful fishing trips I have been on with my family and friends. My grandpa and I always
have great conversations about fishing and how to bie succesful in the catch of fish. And not only fishing but fish fries on
the weekend really help to bring a family together.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 3-3-3-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this response abeut fishing. The sentences are mostly correct,
and the grammar, usage, and punctuation errors do not distract the reader. Phrasing generally sounds natural, and
the fragment and run-on errors that are evident do not confuse the reader.




Lithocode: 990004013898 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A ?

Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smeils that you
expetrience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it

or

The activity 1 enjoy doing is racing go karts at North Platte. 4 warm and cloudy day is perfect for racing karts.
You have to know how to drive. Ornce vou start racing, it is hard to quit.

One of the smells coming from the building where they cook food, is grilled hot dogs and hamburgers. Ica cold
lemonade hifs the spot between races. Sandwiches are served with chips. You can also buy different candies.

At Cody's go karts, there are two go kart tracks and a madium sized game trailer. One of the games they have is
"Call of Duty". There are a lot of friendly people at Cody go karts. Most of them seem to be having a good time. The
peopla are laughing and having fun racing karts.

My favorits ride is the figure eight track for the go karts. 1 feel like I am going fast on the kart. There can be
2bout ten to fifteen karts on the track at the same time. 1 see go karts all around me as 1 am racing. Go kart racing
doesn't require any special gear.

Cody's go karts are for kids and people of all ages. It is open for business in the summer time. The gntire famdy
will enjov going to this park.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 2-2-2-2

Sentences occasionally vary in length and structure, but the preponderance of shorter, less complex sentences,
affects fluency in this response about go-kart racing. Phrasing occasionally sounds somewhat awkward. Some
grammar and usage errors are evident and may distract the reader.




Lithocode: 990004073304 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school.

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event,
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

My activity

My activity 1 like to do is play board games at home. My friends come to my house and hang out with me and play
board games. We like to play monoply empive it is so fun. What vou do is fill the rowser and you win. It is a really fast
Fama.

When you are in my house vou can ameil all of the animals in my house and you can see a board game called
"MONOPLY", and you can also see out side my window. When yvou walk in the front door you can see the stairs and
when you look around you can see the living room.

It would sound like victory because you would see a bunch of peolpe you cheated and you didnt. This is lwhy 1like to
play this board game. You will have so much fun playving this board game. This game can also help yvou be more closet
to vour family and friends.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 2-1-2-2

Sentences occasionally vary in length and structure in this somewhat brief response about a board game. Phrasing
occasionally sounds unnatural. Fragments and run-ons sometimes confuse the reader and some grammar,
punctuation and spelling errors may also somewhat distract the reader.




Lithocode: 990003939016 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A =2
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school. ’

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event, or
any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you
experience.

Lsing sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
lilke they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

At soccer practize we do drills And we try to work on passing drills toe.We also work on scoring goals.And shooting
the ball or just sheoting. And we alse dpo running stuff but not dlot of running stuff so it's not that hard but it is 2 work
ouL.

Ok s0 drills. We do alot of drills.Cause there's so many drills. We do passing drills like were in a serical and you pass is to
vour right and vou rund to yvour left.And some the vou pass to vour left and you run to vour right.

And now passing. Passing and scoreing are mostly what the sport is all about. You passing all the time onless vou want to
be balthog but noons likes balthogs. So dont ballhog just pass the ball. And juat play but you have to give a nice smothe
pass but dont ever got scared or neves because vou'll mess up and you will be inbaredst.

hdaking goals is 50 hard at piontsmetimes its just so easy.Making goals at practise is sometimes hard because we have a
very good goalie and if you miss sometimes ifs 15 pushups by the coach and sometimes it's something else like 20 situps
or somthing But the main thing is making goals macking goals.Cand be very and hard like if your far away from the goal
and vou cant hit it that hard to make it or if you just shoot the ball wrong and you get made fun of. But when you make
a goal you feel 50 good and excised But at practise is so fun you go talk to vour team mates after practise and you just
g0 and gat exasica,

The piont is that practise is fun. And all of the kinds of stuff you do the.And what you do there so yeah. But practise is

fun.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 2-2-2-1

Phrasing sounds awkward and unnatural and many fragments and run-ons confuse the reader throughout this
response about soccer. Sentences seldom vary in length and structure with many errors present. Grammar, usage,
punctuation, and spelling errors that distract the reader are evident throughout the response.
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Lithocode: 990003940050 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A i ‘
Think about an activity you enjoy doing either in or out of school. ‘ ’

It could be something you do with your friends, a family outing, an outdoor activity, a sporting event, \
or any other activity. Consider descriptive characteristics such as sights, sounds, or smells that you l
experience. |

|

Using sensory details, write an essay describing this activity so that the readers can picture it, feel
like they are there, and understand why you enjoy it.

ons thing i like to do out of school with my friends is go bmxing ar bmx parks or around omaha _ it all started one year in
the summer me and my friends had some bmx bikes there was three of us we mostly went around the areas were i lived
by Lo ride around . And i had a little ramp { would always have on my porch so mostly every week we would tide are
bikes in the street in front of my house but one day as me and my friends were riding are bikes my friend john went off
the ramp and the wood snapped in half so. we tried to fix it but we didnt have any wood to replace the broken peace so
my grandpa decided to take me and my friends to a bike park and he would take us there aimost every week to leam
more tricks on bikes as we went there more and more every week we made new friends there who knew how to ride
bikes good 50 we leamed to do more fricks and new moves it was fun somse times but some times 1 would fall off my
bilee and bruise my self but i alawys got back vo and still began to practice. ushually we would leave the bike park and go
down town and find new things to do with bikes down sometimes when we would ride down there we would ses some
cool stuff that people can buy and there was this ona big sculprure we saw by an ice cream shop down town and it was
tall and it looked cool so we went by it and looked at all the details on it but when we would go threw certain areas down
town there would be nasty gross smels that we didnt like to smell so we ushually [y to stay it open places no riding in
allevs were there are lots of stinky trash every wers some times there would be rain mud puddles in the streets 56 ong
time i rode my hike threw one and i almost fall off my bike because the hole was bigger than ithought it would be but i
liftad my frint Gire up 50 i wouldnt go face first over my bike handle bars and the good part was i caught my self from
falling but when my tires hit the water puddle some very stinky water fsplashed up and got all over me 50 i had to ride
my biles home with my friends because i had water all over me bur whale i was riding my bike home the faster i rode
my bike the air would try me off whale i would ride but i eventually made it home and i took off my shoes becauss there
ware wet and they had wet mud and water dripping from them so i told my friends that { was done riding my bike for the
day 50 my friends all went home and thats how my day went riding bikes with my three good friends.

""Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 2-1-2-1

Sentences seldom vary in length and structure with many formation errors present throughout this response about
BMX biking. Phrasing sounds awkward and unnatural as many run-ons confuse the reader. Grammar, usage, and
punctuation errors throughout distract the reader.



