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Writing Topic

Think about a time you will never forget.

It could be a time you felt excited, surprised, nervous, or another
emotion.

Write a story about that time. Include a beginning, middle, and end.
Use specific details so anyone who reads your story will understand
exactly what happened and how you felt.




CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE |
PERSONAL NARRATIVE

Purpose

> To tell a story about something that happened that is
real or imagined

Organizational Pattern

> Generally chronological in terms of the story's timeline
‘with a clear beginning, middle and end :

> Sometimes flashbacks may be used

- » Ending that helps the reader understand how the
iincident resolved ifself

Story Elements

» Specific details that make the story seem real or come
to life
v' Characters
v’ Setting
v' Incidents/happenings

» Writer may use the first person point of view as the

narrator OR may tell the story from the third person
point of view
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Ideas/Content: 4 4-4-4-4

In this response about riding the water slide at Splash Station, the writer creates a clear understanding
of the events of the story, and the content is well-focused on the time they went down the “blue slide”.
The writer has provided numerous relevant details about the events leading up to and including their
first time down the slide, and has fully integrated their emotions and feelings about how they felt and
what happened that day. A well-developed storyline is logical and easy to follow throughout.

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2015



Paper for Statewide Writing Pilot Prompt.  Please Use Pencil. You may use only the pages in the booklet.
-~ ~ ) A
'Oda\/ s _the dm/ 10 0 Yo Bohornes T so excited

Ty ‘3*/ Ma 0¥l G rwlﬂ + ol ﬂf.,,
‘r /‘

-

SLW’“LS J:PC\ Su QAL ML, Yc.g cm “nrouah a +u\lr}:f- ftr&’ (3

the ot side "ﬂw{rQ 6 louich of sher42. 3w \n _fh? u)al'}frj? FISH' o
Tt Lol L% |+ 5 heen decacles, )

me“)”’ 1w Y ?*-ff'..“-*"' I s LR P st wert 40
Piclo “olpredy. L m S )'wag'e 1 %JA"LI. o on “I‘ﬂﬂ Lw . r:nH‘

B - 4 J }
o), L being @.&Jr m 3 2 - :

A H A‘H AH' 'm}, !5 &LW:)_@_L m ?oomma down ‘ﬂ»e
CJ:(] renl —FmH =+ ‘pt€4 )fkf T m on o d\cﬁ"TLmlq aonny cddop r‘é’

p[:{;’éi m aﬁ‘Hﬁnnr'rw o ‘H’lc, "‘L\l){-’ ““1\“ fl"(' é%r“éﬁ' The LaL\B

mm V‘ml]‘k P Ound iol“n(J L@(\ CMMPI;I«J‘PP 'J'\ '! kf’ I I‘Vll}

ch]n?m‘ ﬁ-'z ‘\'gp ,jnjfﬁ of Heowen

TVeo reached tho Yube bl of sharks T4 Lke T'n c\dm’fy
_«w'mmthu_wr,'lo a jncrl" wr’fAmr" a__dubo ?Q[c rLf«”r/“nd e, I\W) -
lw 2 cir‘f’ml‘ white U astomished T've HF’tPr* ey o Qreat-
_Lg_‘g{e n rcm/ hft alse L Ve Neve nrlu or foow_lgna ';7’?-»./* e
\?I‘H’)QV’ lﬁxﬁ' /!-a“/ W‘ bindot _Xﬁﬁad oW, -

/ AU\) Maw 1 J!Aﬁ"’ 5’_,:9/0‘3/":5’(}‘{ ot the end &+ 'ﬂ)f’ ride

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2015

S — e R T o



b

Paper for Statewide Writing Pilot Prompt.  Please Use Pencil. You may use only the pages in the booklet.

w50 b\psc?} anly £ i luded longe 3 mallee we mad

\«m}r ﬁ“z& So ) 0&' i\\& S0W)C l-n‘Y‘P ‘a(’ conée "T\m n‘mc} ‘f’l«m'l" n*

WIS ?ﬂ\"i' leins h oA *Hw.t\‘n ‘-l_. 'Hn(utm“‘ \‘} WG Gl ihl "'() M{J_I_\m_ﬁ_gd

vecause dhe ride endect o fuct ikt T%was qoing dewn ins

\um"m’—.r‘ai e ‘H}@ L.Lf-fm!'.ﬁ "?}m-(’.I cf?\e._s.S H-\c: r‘)r‘;‘):} a/wo\},&? ‘IL é/’

Wy Vo meaing
/ 7/ N

lhg‘l’ WG Gl fuw Tye s ‘fJ ONn_ G mm‘l‘?f‘ fs'l.C’ IF‘A’(’L

+Lf.4‘ _)()‘FOYGWL__&_.J._CM on 1T ocoin senne d%“ 999”2 'ﬂzai

bd(ﬁu\f\ VYie  amazing, AI?O now 1. Kpow HO‘I' [¥) (lfu,ucl.m P)(x)f"(’{‘ Yl '“.lc:u-}

Lo Gl ; @ u;yiq H wasy ‘-;L /ﬁua T 4l bed
O L’)lmS‘{ QoG df‘)m)/] I- a- \-/
J v

Ideas/Content: 4 ' \ ' 4-4-4-3

In this response the writer creates a clear understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
well-focused on a water slide ride that goes through a shark pool in the Bahamas. The writer has
provided numerous relevant details about the ride and has fully incorporated the various emotions felt
throughout the experience. The storyline is well-developed, logical, and easy to follow throughout.
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Ideas/Content: 3 3-3-3-3

In this response the writer creates a generai. understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
generally focused on the time the writer went to collect and bring home their new horse Betsy. While
the storyline is generally logical and easy to follow, much of the content is focused on the events leading
up to meeting and riding the horse for the first time, such that the central idea of the story is less well-
developed. While the writer has provided some adeqtjate related details, the important details about
the horse and the emotions that getting a new horse would produce are missing. More numerous

. relevén_t details about Betsy and what happened and how they felt when they met, would improve the
Ideas/Content score. '
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Ideas/Content: 3 3-2-2-2

In‘this response the writer creates a general understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
generally focused on the time the writer’s face was scratched by the family cat after being tossed into
the tub with the writer. While some related details about the incident are included, they are not
numerous and do not provide enough information to fully develop the story. The reader generally
understands what happened and generally knows how the writer felt about the situation, but some
useful information that would help develop the narrative is missing. The storyline is generally logical and
easy to follow, but more development of the content and ideas would be required for a higher score.
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Ideas/Content: 2 2-2-2-2

In this response the writer creates a limited understanding of the events of a trip. The content is not
particularly focused on a central idea, and the development of a story is limited. The storyline is

- therefore somewhat vague as the writer simply lists a few of the things that happened during the day
without developing these ideas adequately. Important details are missing that are needed to link the

storyline together and to help the reader understand exactly what happened that was unforgettable and
how the writer felt about this time.
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Ideas/Content: 2 2-2-2-2

In this response the writer creates a limited understanding of the events of a story about firstly, going to
a skateboard park, and then playing video games and going to Walmart. The central idea about a time
you will never forget is unclear as a severe digression from one topic to the next is evident. Unrelated
and occasionally random details create a somewhat vague and unfocused storyline.
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Ideas/Content: 1 1-1-1-1

In this response, the writer creates little understanding of the events of the story about watching the
television show Glee. Supporting details are lacking as the writer seems to have simply quoted the lyrics
from two songs and listed the number of seasons the show has been broadcast. The storyline is unclear,

random, repetitive, and disconnected.
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Ideas/Content: 1 1-1-1-1

In this brief response, the writer creates little understanding of the events of the story. While the story is
about going to Chuck E Cheese, supporting details are lacking and the development of ideas is minimal.
The content is simply a brief, undeveloped list of a few things about the visit. The writer has failed to
develop the content and has not connected any of the ideas and details together to produce a storyline.
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Organization: 4 4-4-4-4

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is effective in this story about a trip to
Disney World and experiencing a scary ride for the first time. Pacing is very well-controlled throughout
the response as the writer skillfully takes us through the emotional roller-coaster ride from first waiting
in line to a joyful and exciting conclusion. An engaging beginning grabs the reader’s attention and
effective transitions successfully connect the main ideas together. A strong conclusion that successfully
summarizes the writer’s feelings about overcoming the fear and wanting to ride again is effective.
Paragraphing is sound.
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Organization: 4 A-4-4-4

The effective use of a beginning, middle, and end helps guide this story about losing a pet dog, Copper.
The well-controlled pacing moves the story from getting the dog, to discovering that brother Nolan is
allergic, to finally saying goodbye. The pacing is well controlled, and effective transitions take us through
the young writer’s journey with a beloved pet. Paragraphing is sound.
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Organization: 3 4-3-3-4

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is functional in this story about going to a
bowling alley in Omaha. Pacing is generally controlled although having introduced the main ideas of the
story in an introduction, the writer then spends time going to an aunt’s house to decide where to go and
what to do. Having finally arrived at the bowling place, the story then rapidly goes through the three
activities and comes to an abrupt conclusion. Transitional phrases connect the ideas together
adequately. Paragraphing is generally successful.
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Organization: 3 3-3-3-3

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is functional in this story about getting a
new puppy. Transitions are repetitive and functional, but the pacing is generally controlled as the
student takes us chronologically step-by-step through the first day of the puppy’s life in their home.

Paragraphing is generally successful.
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Organization: 2 3-2-2-3

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is limited in this story about falling down
the stairs. Pacing is somewhat inconsistent and there are many gaps or missing details in the
development of the story. Transitions are repetitious and the events of the story are not well connected.
A somewhat abrupt ending that does not help the reader understand how the incident resolved itself is
evident. Paragraphing is irregular and often limited to one or two sentences.
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Organization: 2 2-2-2-2

‘The structural development is limited in this story about a birthday party. While a beginning, middle,
and end are present, the events of the birthday party could easily be rearranged without changing much

of the meaning. Pacing is inconsistent and an attempt at using functional transitions is weak.
Paragraphing is ineffective.
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Organization: 1 2-1-1-2
The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is lacking in this response about the first
day at a new school. The events of the day have been connected together in a somewhat confusing way
that interrupts the flow of the storyline. Pacing is awkward and the lack of an ending does not help the

reader understand why the student was extremely nervous at the beginning. Paragraphing is
ineffective.
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Organization: 1 1-1-1-2
The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is lacking in this response about playing
games with a parent. A somewhat repetitive list of ideas has been presented in a random order and the
lack of transitions fails to connect the events of the story together. Pacing is awkward, paragraphing is

ineffective, and many elements needed for a personal narrative are missing.
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Voice/Word Choice: 4 4-4-4-4

In this response the wording is expressive and engaging, conveying a strong sense of the writer
throughout the story about attending a science competition. The voice is well-suited for the purpose
and audience, and the language is specific, precise and varied throughout.
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Voice/Word Choice: 4 3-3-4-4

In this response about having an awkward lunch at P.F.Chang’s, the wording is expressive and engaging,
conveying a strong sense of the writer throughout the story. The slightly sarcastic voice is well-suited for
the purpose and audience, and the language is specific, precise and varied throughout. The writer’s
witty personality helps the narrative, and the reader gets a sense of the embarrassment felt when the
writer misidentifies a male customer in the restaurant. A strong vocabulary characterizes this somewhat
amusing story.
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Volce/Word Choice: 3

3-3-3-4

The wording in this response about a Destination Imagination competition is generally expressive, and
conveys a certain sense of the writer; but not a strong sense of the writer. The voice is generally
appropriate for the purpose and audience. While there is evidence of precise and specific language, it is
neither varied nor consistent throughout the story, and is not particularly engaging.
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Voice/Word Choice: 3 3-3-3-3

In this response about searching for a lost sibling, the wording is generally expressive, and conveys a
certain sense of the writer. The voice is generally appropriate for the purpose and audience, and

language is generally precise and varied.
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Voice/Word Choice: 2 3-3-2-2

In this response about going to a birthday party, the wording is occasionally expressive, and conveys a
limited sense of the writer. A weaker voice is sometimes inappropriate for the audience and purpose.
The language is only occasionally slpecific and precise and while the reader is aware of what happened at
Skate Daze, there is little sense of how the writer felt during this time, and what was so “fantastic”
about the day.

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2015



W\(e, p\%

Paper for Statewide Writing Pilot Prompt.  Please Use Pencil. You may use only the pages in the booklet.

— T W Cevel F0(TTd ¢
mpTJ%Wr$@gﬂmbﬁ¥VWHAMVJ@J@wfu

1' T

A

e ‘JQ‘{ mm ol gy T el 0 hm*f
(\f‘ﬂr\[\( “l‘é\ U\ﬁmr 0 J{"‘II r[ WC Wele pQL’f[’*‘ A el
r“%\'+m Of) o rh‘L\F\ Wll/ Vlh(‘\&‘ r/(K\Qg yy Uo |
N N;_-»HQ‘ ¥ f\-{-} _- ]’ -f“*l ’
=N Tt w@ weh+ OMENTT
Gegine T’/\ﬁ,f? =M: [a 1 {4 kil ,,1‘:'//,‘
Dl Plole T 2 A kil A0
el 0Ynr s ) Wm, hoid«(ﬁ@! ol
J'(\'x v h ¥ A7 :Vf
Elo iy wwre hdd T6 L beys 4o
nope, Wt Yalo lona (e <0 'L}\Gu'”ﬁ Tin
Thepntny ungle picked 53 up ofdwe Cfo Ftes

T
L

.}.’.? Pl Cn T

o

5 - ..._..

VNI
I__[;g_d [Ned thatae Map y Lol g Azospnf
}/ QW Crna0 aY\IYQPE@LVﬁu\MaW%,

Voice/Word Choice: 2 2-2-2-2

In this response about going to Germany, the wording conveys a limited sense of the writer. The
language is only occasionally specific and is not particularly engaging. The weak voice is somewhat
inappropriate for the purpose and the writer expresses little emotion or feeling about how it felt going

to Germany.
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Voice/Word Choice: 1 2-2-1-2

In this response about a trip to Sioux City, the wording is lifeless and mechanical, and conveys little
sense of the writer. The voice is inappropriate for the purpose and audience, and while the language is
occasionally specific, it is not precise or varied.
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Voice/Word Choice: 1 1-1-1-1

In this brief response about a bus ride to California, the wording is lifeless and mechanical, and conveys

little sense of the writer. The voice is inappropriate for the purpose and audience, and the language is
not precise or varied.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 4-4-4-4
throughout this story about a trip to Disney World. Phrasing

Sentences vary in length and structure
are a few usage and spelling errors, they

consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. While there
do not distract and conventions are consistently correct.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 3-3-4-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this story about a haunted house ride. Phrasing
consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are
‘consistently correct.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 4-3-3-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this story about the first day of school. Phrasing
~ generally sounds natural. While some errors in grammar and usage are evident, conventions are usually
correct and the errors present do not distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 3-3-3-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this story about finding a stray cat. Phrasing generally

sounds natural. While some errors in grammar, usage, and spelling are evident, the errors present do
not distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 3-3-2-2

Sentences only occasionally vary in length and structure in this story about getting a new dog. Phrasing
occasionally sounds unnatural. A number of errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are
evident and may distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 1-1-1-2

Sentences seldom vary in length or structure in this brief story. Phrasing occasionally sounds unnatural.
While there are few errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling, the amount of writing
demonstrated is not sufficient to have shown adequate control in this domain.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 1-1-1-1

Sentences seldom vary in length or structure in this story about a firework. Phrasing sounds awkward.
Some fragments and run-ons confuse the reader. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling errors
throughout the response distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency/Cbnventions: 1 ' 1-1-1-1

In this very brief response about a camping trip, sentences seldom vary in length or structure. Phrasing
sounds awkward and a lengthy run-on confuses the reader. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling
errors throughout the brief story severely impede the reader. '
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